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But not so far that we have lost the desire
for something more solid to hold as a
keepsake of a year in the life of the School.
Something tangible and reassuring to
return to in moments of memory. Hence,
The Bromsgrovian. Emails are deleted,
digital storage can be corrupted, social
media sites come and go (anybody
remember MySpace?). But books,
especially yearbooks, endure. They sit on
shelves and wait. Sometimes packed away
in the family home, sometimes carted from
university hall to student flat. Perhaps
unopened for decades.
The time comes though when nostalgic
hands reach for books such as this,
flicking back through time and releasing
warm memories. Housemates, team
mates, maybe even soul mates; all are
safe in these pages. The highs and lows
of sporting triumphs, grand performances,
acts of service, all recorded here for
posterity.
And the photographs. Time will come
when you smile at your younger self,
gazing back from these pages. What will
you see, what memories will stir? Was your
path in life post-Bromsgrove evident in that
face? Or in these wider archives?

Headmaster’s Introduction
“When you are old and grey and full
of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down
this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the
soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their
shadows deep;”
So wrote Yeats, who lived in an age
before social media and the digitization of
everything. What would he write today?
“When you are old and grey and full
of sleep,
And nodding by the touch screen, login
to an ebook,
And slowly scan, and dream of the
photoshopped look
Your jpegs had once, and of their
hashtags deep;”

Perhaps not. Let’s hope that fifty years
hence, you are actually holding this
book in your hands, not browsing it
as a hologram. Ever conscious of cost
reduction and environmental awareness,
the School has worked hard over recent
years to reduce its printing output. And
of course, parental expectations have
changed too. The days of the cyclostyled
School newsletter, printed in monochrome
on rough paper still smelling vaguely of
methylated spirits are long gone. Today’s
parents expect emailed news, interactive
websites and a steady flow of images and
updates via Facebook and Twitter. The
world has moved on.

So whatever may become of your other
School accoutrements, do not misplace
this Bromsgrovian. Burn your notes if you
must, pass on your uniform, give away
your textbooks. But treasure this yearbook,
for it is more than a souvenir.
It is a memento of your formative years
and when you are “old and grey and full of
sleep”, it will be a fond companion.
Peter Clague
Headmaster

Editorial
In my office based at the Senior School
there is a complete set of Bromsgrovians
dating back to 1881. They are an
incredible insight into life at Bromsgrove in
times gone by.
This made me think about what
would have been written in the 1916
Bromsgrovian, exactly 100 years ago. Who
was the Editor, what was the School like?
Back then, The Bromsgrovian was actually
produced three times a year - but in a
much more condensed format than it is
today.
The Editorial of 1916 contains references
to the same perils and pitfalls that I, as the
modern-day Editor, am now facing – what
should one write about this year!
In 1916, Europe was in the midst of
WWI. At Bromsgrove, there were no big
celebrations for Commemoration Day
(suspended during war time), there were
no female pupils on campus, no Routh
Hall or Memorial Chapel built yet. Many
former pupils went to war and never
came back; their obituaries pepper the
Bromsgrovians of that period like the
constant shelling they experienced in the
trenches in rural France.
Some things, however, never change even through the echelons of time. In
1916, just as they do today, boys played
against KES in the annual rugby match
(purported to be the oldest continuous
rugby fixture between two schools
in England). In 1916 there was an
increasingly popular debating society, staff
reading prizes were handed out (albeit
called ‘Masters prizes’ back then) and
Field Days were relished by The Corps. All
of these very same activities are enjoyed
by Bromsgrove pupils in 2016.

I once came across a quote which I
believe sums up Bromsgrove perfectly:
“Preserve good traditions but persevere
with innovation”. Innovations - something
which Bromsgrove is often so good
at – such as allowing the first four girls
into the Senior School in the 1970s and
later a larger cohort at the Prep School,
introducing a larger international boarding
community in the 1980s, and not
forgetting the ever-changing landscape of
the School with a building programme to
rival New York City!
Traditions come and go but one constant
has been this, The Bromsgrovian. I wonder
how many pupils in 1916 kept a copy of
their School magazine, treasured it and
looked back on it in old age, just as we
hope our young pupils today will do in later
years.

My advice is this – do not leave the pages
of The Bromsgrovian unturned, do not
discard it when you are at home or in your
Boarding House. Please keep it, treasure
it and I guarantee that you will look back
through the book in years to come and
remember fondly all of the traditions –
and innovations – that have carried you
through School as a pupil and into adult
life as a proud Bromsgrovian.
Enjoy this 2016 edition.
Megan Griffiths
Editor
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Nursery
The children in Nursery have enjoyed
seasonal celebrations, special events
and other stimulating and fun-filled year
activities this year including:
• Learning about Diwali and Chinese
New Year
• Performing The Litter Muncher concert
in front of very proud families
• Re-enacting the tale of St George and
the Dragon in the outdoor classroom
• Taking part in the Wacky Races and
Sports Day
• Celebrating Her Majesty The Queen’s
90th Birthday
• Participating in International Dough
Disco Day
For our Nursery pupils every day is filled
with fascinating learning as well as fun
and new discoveries through a careful
balance of child-initiated play and adultled activity sessions. This year has seen
the introduction of the Dough Disco and
Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle. Through a
series of movements, both activities have
strengthened and developed the childrens’
fine and gross motor dexterity, hand-eye
coordination, proprioception, balance, low
load control, grip and most importantly
their self-esteem.

During the Lent term, pupils have ventured
to the enchanted eood where the topic
began with the children finding fairy doors
and letters from elves and fairies. The
children participated in creative activities
such as making magic wands and learning
about light and dark. Another exciting
topic this year was Splish, Splash, Splosh
where the children became pirates,
learning about positional and directional
language in our outdoor pirate ship.
We would like to thank the Nursery staff
for their hard work and congratulate
everyone on an exceptional Inspection
report. We also wish our Rising 4 pupils
a very happy and productive time as they
move into their new Reception classes.
Finally, we wish Mrs Ivison every
happiness and success as she moves
to the Preparatory School to take up
her role as Head of Year 3 in the Junior
Department. She will be missed by all
Nursery staff, children and families.
J Townsend and S Symonds
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Reception
The Reception classes started the year
with a topic entitled All About Me. Pupils
learnt about themselves and each child
gave a talk about their talents and hobbies.
As part of this topic, the pupils found out
how to look after a baby and what babies
can do, with thanks to Ariya’s mum who
visited the group with her baby, Alayna.
Mr and Mrs Greathurst also visited to talk
about being grandparents to George and
Chloe. The Michaelmas term closed with
a wonderful performance of the Nativity
Play, A Miracle in Town. The children sang
beautifully, danced to the songs, spoke
their lines clearly and performed with
enthusiasm.
During the Lent term pupils looked at
their own homes as well as houses from
the past. They visited Avoncroft Museum
to look at the old houses and particularly
enjoyed walking around the windmill.
Later in the term they learnt about animal
homes too, especially which mammals live
under the sea.

When looking at people who help, pupils
were visited by parents who work within
the service and medical sectors, including
firefighters, dentists, paramedics and
police officers. The children devised
questions to ask and they all enjoyed their
visits. The author, Cat Weatherill visited
and told traditional stories which the pupils
helped to act out.
During the Summer term the focus was all
about the City of London and its famous
landmarks. Pupils were greeted by Lenny
the Lion, who had travelled all the way
from Trafalgar Square to meet them. Some
of the children were able to visit London
during their half-term holiday and they
were very enthusiastic about finding some
of the landmarks they had been learning

about. The topic ended with a Prince
and Princess tea party on the play lawn.
Pupils used toy tea sets, ate cakes which
they had decorated themselves and sang
They’re Changing Guard at Buckingham
Palace.
For their topic on mini-beasts, Reception
classes were involved in bug hunting
and pond dipping. During their visit to
Bishops Wood, pupils created natural art
from what they found on the forest floor.
Back at School they studied the stories
of Eric Carle and saw how caterpillars
transformed into butterflies. Gethin’s dad
came in to tell them all about keeping bees
and Gethin showed the other pupils his
bee-keepers suit.
The Summer term ended in the traditional
way with the Early Years Sports Day and a
swashbuckling Pirate fun day.

Every Wednesday this year each class
has taken a rotation of Forest School, ICT
and Expressive Art and Design activities.
In Forest School, Reception have cooked
over the campfire, used tools, searched
for bugs and made dens. In ICT they have
used iPads, computers and Bee-Bots
to support their topic work. They have
learnt how to use these independently
and had great fun in the process. In
Expressive Art and Design, pupils have
been creative using a variety of different
media such as paint, charcoal, collage and
clay. They have performed using musical
instruments, sang songs and danced to a
variety of music.
Hopefully this gives a flavour of how hard
we work in Reception while having great
fun.
C Dunlop
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Year 1
At the beginning of the Michaelmas term,
pupils in Year 1 enjoyed an excellent
day outdoors in the Wyre Forest to kick
start their topic called Into the Woods.
At the end of the day pupils were able to
identify a variety of trees, spot birds and
understand the different songs of native
birds. The activity was rounded off with
a race to find hidden woodland animals
and acorns. For part of the topic, Year 3
pupils joined Year 1 to work on creating
an enchanted forest together at PrePrep. All groups had the opportunity to
plant their own bulbs following a series
of instructions, working keenly and
cooperatively with each other.
Pupils were able to go transatlantic without
leaving their classrooms when they used
Skype to share lessons with children in
a class in Ohio, USA. They introduced
themselves, enjoyed listening to each
other’s different accents, discussed what
they have for lunch and listened to a poem
from their American counterparts.
In the Lent term, Year 1 had a stunning
start to their project on the Great Fire of
London with a visit from Samuel Pepys,
who had travelled forward in time from the
17th Century to read extracts from

his famous diary. He amazed the children
with experiments which demonstrated
the ferocity of the fire. After learning from
Mr Pepys himself, pupils explored every
aspect of the topic through calligraphy,
music, iPad recordings and building their
own Tudor houses. At the end of the term,
the Freshwater Theatre Company visited
the Year 1 classes for an exciting theatre
production, transporting them back in time
to 1666.
Pupils were excited by a visit from Pirate
Neil, who was recruiting for a new pirate
crew to undertake a dangerous sea voyage
and find the stolen mermaid’s tail. The
starfish, crab and dolphin teams battled
for the honour to join the pirate crew and
the dolphins were fortunate to be chosen.
It was a fun-filled morning with cleverly
disguised learning tasks throughout and
was enjoyed by both the children and the
staff.
The Year 1 teachers were delighted
to welcome so many Grandparents of
children in to School during the Summer
term. The children and their Grandparents
participated in a carousel of fun and
engaging activities which culminated in
Year 1 performing an assembly to their
special guests.
Finishing off the year, pupils were proud
to show parents their work at the Dinosaur
Museum.
Visitors were treated to ‘tea’ in the Dino
Café after examining the wonderful
exhibits. On display were fossils, QR
codes, a dinosaur dig and some very
imaginative sculptures and amazing
models in the Dinosaur Art Gallery.
Year 1 were pleased to welcome a number
of visitors throughout the academic year
including Dr Ruben who spoke about
Jewish traditions, Ms McWilliams who
shared some of her photographic skills,
Chef Chris Micklewright, representatives
from Pets at Home who brought along
a number of their furry friends and
interesting talks from parents who work
within the medical and service sectors.
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Year 2
Year 2 had a stunning start to their We’ll
Meet Again topic with a re-enactment
evacuation on the Severn Valley railway.
Pupils carried out household tasks in a
Second World War parlour, went inside
an Anderson shelter during an air-raid
drill, made a bucket chain and played
traditional games.
Pupils enlisted the help of the Home
Guard, led by Staff Sergeant Jeff Farnes
from the Senior School’s CCF. Dancing
to Glen Miller and singing wartime songs
to their teachers was a highlight of the
day. They also became part of ‘ENSA’
to entertain the teachers with some
marvellous singing. The children shared
much of what they had learned with
parents during a special Remembrance
assembly.
Year 2 undertook squire training when
they were visited by Sir Teachalot. The
children enjoyed a wonderful day dressing
up in Medieval clothes and armour with
the chance to handle museum quality
artefacts. They particularly enjoyed seeing
Mr Etty-Leal being dressed in a full suit
of armour. Their topic, Turrets and Tiaras,
culminated in a trip to Warwick Castle
where they helped to release Princess
Arabella from the tower. Back at School,
Year 2 celebrated with a Royal Banquet
where they dressed in period costumes,
performed traditional dances and
practised juggling like jesters in the Great
Hall of Avoncroft Castle. They all enjoyed
a sumptuous feast immediately after the
knighting ceremony.

At the beginning of the Summer term,
Year 2 came face to face with a variety of
small animals native to Africa. As well as
handling the animals themselves, they also
explored traditional African artefacts and
enjoyed dressing up in clothing worn by
the Masai tribes.
Pupils enjoyed a fantastic African
drumming workshop where they played
authentic African instruments including
the distinctive Djembe drums and the big
Djun Djun bass drums. All of the children
were taught traditional rhythms and
techniques, and they created a stunning
piece of music at the end of the workshop.
As a finale to their African topic, Year 2
dressed up in animal-themed costumes as
part of Wear It Wild day, kindly donating to
the WWF to support conservation.

The Year 2 leavers’ trip to see Mary
Poppins was thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone. The children were truly
captivated and mesmerised by this
wonderful production. Many members of
the public commented upon the children’s
excellent manners and behaviour as well
as their smart school uniform.
The Year 2 team are all very proud of the
pupils’ achievements this year and look
forward to following their progress in Year
3 and beyond at the Prep School.
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Year 2 Prizegiving

BR OM S G R OV I AN

17

BR OM S G R OV I AN

16

Pre-Prep Music

Pre-Prep
Street Party

Years 1 and 2 took to their violins and
fifes for a special musical assembly at
Bromsgrove Pre-Prep, ably accompanied
by a group of Year 3 flautists.

Pre-Prep celebrated Her Majesty The
Queen’s 90th birthday with a street party in
the courtyard. All of the pupils dressed in
red, white and blue clothing and adorned
the tables and grounds with balloons and
bunting. The special celebratory lunch was
served outside on trestle tables and the
courtyard was festooned with bunting.

Well done to all pupils who performed
superbly in front of staff, parents and
guests.

Pre-Prep
Remembrance Day
The entire Pre-Prep and Nursery held a
special assembly for Remembrance Day.
Everyone observed one minute’s silence
and concluded with prayers. Pupils then
planted poppies in memory of the Old
Bromsgrovians who had died in the service
of their country.
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May Day
Wacky Races
The Wacky Races on May Day was a
fantastic, though rather damp, event.
The children enjoyed the fun activities;
dressing up in costumes, racing with
wheel barrows, filling holey buckets with
water and inevitably getting wet were
amongst the highlights.
The afternoon was rounded off with ice
creams and lollies in School, provided for
by the Parents’ Association.
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Year 3
At the start of the academic year, Year 3
received a visit from Silky the Fairy after
discovering a mysterious casket which
had fallen from the Faraway Tree. As part
of their study of The Enchanted Wood,
the children enjoyed homemade toffee
fudge and lemonade. They also visited
Bodenham Arboretum to learn about
different trees and how they are cared for.
In the Lent term, Year 3 kicked off their Ice
Worlds topic with a trip to the theatre to
watch a spectacular performance of The
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. The
children returned to School to study the
novel in greater detail; the story providing
much inspiration for a range of creative
literary activities. The topic provided
opportunities for much geographical
and historical enquiry, including using
atlases to locate the breeding territories
of different penguins and research into
some of the early Antarctic explorers. They
were visited by a modern day Antarctic
explorer, and took the opportunity to see
one of Scott’s sledges in the Old Chapel.
They visited Dudley Zoo to learn more
about Humboldt penguins and the term
ended with their very own Penguin Café
where they made ice-themed cupcakes for
parents and visitors.

Year 3 dressed as Ancient Grecians during
the Summer term to learn the skills of
craftsmen in the agora. They performed
Ancient Greek plays, read poems and
took part in drills. They danced their way
through their visit at Zorbas restaurant,
and were lucky enough to sample the
delicious Greek food there. Their fabulous
finish came when the pupils performed a
musical and theatrical assembly to their
parents, detailing all that they had learned
during the topic.
R Laurenson
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Year 4
Year 4 began with the topic Tudor
Treasures. Pupils visited Selly Manor,
welcomed Professor McGinty in to
School and hosted a Royal Banquet with
special guest Henry VIII, which included
traditional singing and dancing.
The Lent term took the children on a trip
around the world to China. They learned
simple phrases and wrote Chinese
characters and tried Chinese food. They
tried their hand at the pentatonic scale by
learning a Chinese song and playing it on
the keyboard. For their fabulous finale,
they dressed up in traditional outfits for
China Day and performed a wonderful
assembly to their parents.
In the Summer Term the children learned
how to survive if they had to live in the
woods. Their task, set by Robin Hood,
was to train as one of his Merry band.
They spent time in Forest School building
dens and making cutting tools, as well as
becoming master archers. Their camp
skills also extended to cookery – many of
them were definitely budding camp chefs
by the end of the topic! All of their skills
were tested on the slightly wet and muddy
three-day Bushcraft trip. A campfire
finished the topic, where they were all
initiated into Robin Hood’s gang.
N Wingfield
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Year 5
In the early part of the new term Year 5
were visited by Titus Lustus, a soldier from
Ancient Rome. The children learnt all
about the life of a Roman child and even
dressed up as different characters. Some
of the boys became Roman soldiers and
were amazed at how heavy the armour
was. The girls were shown the traditional
role of females during Roman times but
soon decided that they were happy to live
in more modern times.
In the Lent term pupils visited the Roman
Baths as part of the same topic. Once
again they stepped back in time and
learnt all about how the elite bathed
and socialised together. There was an
opportunity to complete a workshop
where they created mosaic artworks and
once again tried their hands at being
Romans for the day by wearing a toga and
headdress.
During the Summer term the children
enjoyed learning all about the Aztec people
and took part in role play situations, which
provided them with first hand experiences
of what life was like then.

Just before the enrichment days, Year 5
were able to experience what it is like in
Year 6 for the day. They met their new
form friends as well as their form tutor.
Everyone had a great day and they are
now very excited about becoming Year 6
pupils.
As the term came to an end the annual
visits to Twycross Zoo and Blackwell were
enjoyed. Luckily the typical British summer
rain stayed away and everyone enjoyed the
action-packed days.
S Keynes
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Year 6
Year 6 have enjoyed a busy and successful
year. As tutors, we are always impressed
with how grown up the pupils are when
they come to leave Year 6, in comparison
to their arrival in September. They have
been a delightful year group and we look
forward to watching them continue to
blossom in Year 7.
The Michaelmas term began with a trip to
Hartlebury museum, where the children
spent the day in a very strict Victorian
classroom and worked as scullery maids
and boot boys. The pupils wrote letters
of application for these roles in English
lessons and they were certainly very
persuasive.
Christmas is always an exciting time at
School and as is tradition, Years 5 and 6
visited the Palace Theatre in Redditch.
This year we enjoyed Jack and the
Beanstalk with X Factor’s Jack Trott
gracing the stage. Perhaps the most
memorable scene though was when Mr
Jones took to the stage to perform a very
impressive dance routine.
Mrs Goodall led the Year 6 play this year
with a performance of Disney’s Mulan you can find some fabulous photographs
and a write up in the Drama section.
Both the girls and boys enjoyed sporting
success throughout the term and I know
from staff feedback that they were a
pleasure to teach due to their enthusiasm
and dedication to sport.

It always amazes us how quickly the
School year goes by. At the end of the
Summer term, all of Year 6 travelled to
the Jurassic Coast in Dorset to enjoy
coastal activities with Cumulus, an outdoor
pursuits centre. Friday night involved
camp activities with problem solving
and team work. After an early start the
following day and a full cooked breakfast
at camp, activities included sea-kayaking,
mackerel fishing and crabbing on the sea
front. On our return to camp, the children
were given a ‘Good Food Show’ style
cooking demonstration of how to prepare
and cut the mackerel that they had caught
that day. On Sunday, we awoke to the
smell of pancakes cooking, before setting
off on a trek across the countryside to the
beach. Luckily, the weather was kind to
us. Some very impressive sand creations
were made, many children were buried
and paddling in the sea was a refreshing
treat in the heat. Our final meal was a
beach barbecue before we set off back
on the coach, just as a black cloud of rain
engulfed the beach. It was a fantastic few
days together and a great way to end what
has been a lovely year.
We wish all of Year 6 the greatest of
success as they continue through the
School. For those pupils who sadly left us
this year, we will miss them, but hope that
they are happy and successful in their new
schools.
S Cadwallader
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The Planetarium was my favourite part of
the trip, because although the jokes were
VERY bad (‘Do you want a Galaxy bar?’)
it was still really interesting to see all the
stars and planets. You could just sit back
and relax and listen to the man speaking
about space.

My Trip to
ThinkTank
At the end of the Summer term, I visited
Thinktank in Birmingham with my
classmates. I think it’s a really fun place
with lots of hands-on activities, so there’s
something for everyone.
The first area we visited was the Medicine
area. There were real life videos of
operations but they broke down the
information really well with colourful walls
and bright words that made you want
to read the information. You could also
find out what’s healthy for your body and
what’s not.

Year 7
Year 7 pupils have been an impressive
group this academic year. During charities
week they organised football and netball
events, raising several hundred pounds for
Birmingham Children’s Hospital.
A highlight of the year has to be the trips,
which have included Belmont Abbey,
the Hagley Birds of Prey Centre and
ThinkTank in Birmingham.
At Belmont Abbey pupils were able to find
out about Medieval and modern monastic
life. They enjoyed a tour of the monastery
church, refectory and grounds - and also
observed the monks at midday prayer. The
pupils took part in a variety of activities
during the afternoon including brass
rubbing and calligraphy. The visit ended
with a question and answer session where
pupils could ask two of the monks about
their lives and their reasons for choosing
their vocation. It was a very informative
and enjoyable day.

During their art class, Year 7 visited the
Hagley Birds of Prey Centre. They learnt
a lot of specialist knowledge and went
away with a variety of drawings of the birds
which they were able to sketch during the
visit.
Many of the year group also had a great
day attending the NatWest Schools Cup
final at Twickenham, where they were able
to soak up the atmosphere of the day and
cheer on the 1st XV to victory once more.
Throughout the year pupils have
entertained us with House Music, House
Singing, concerts and drama productions.
All of Year 7 took part in Sports Day and
supported their Houses with great gusto
and team spirit.
Thank you Year 7 - I wish you the very best
next year when you will be at the top of the
Prep School.
G Clark

Another favourite of mine was learning
how to program robots. You had to tell the
robot every move you wanted it to make,
right down to telling it to stop. We had a
competition at the end to see whose robot
would stop the closest to the wall without
crashing into it. Unfortunately mine just
carried on going and sailed into the wall.
After lunch we took part in the Murder
Mystery quiz. I really liked taking my
fingerprint and watching the CCTV footage
to find out who stole the jewellery.
There was also a recycling section and an
animal section. I couldn’t really figure out
whether the animals were real or not, even
though Mr Turner insisted they were real
stuffed animals!
Overall, I would recommend this trip to
other pupils and I hope that next year’s
Year 7 enjoy the trip as much as I did.
Sophia Eaton (Year 7)
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Year 8
I strongly believe that you only get out of
life what you put in; well if that is the case
then this Year 8 cohort have a bright future
ahead of them. Since Christmas I have
had the pleasure of marshalling this year
group through their final two terms in the
Preparatory School and I have enjoyed
every minute. They are an immensely
talented group, with a fantastic range of
personalities who have achieved much,
and most importantly have the potential to
achieve lots more.
This positive get up and go attitude was
highlighted during the School’s charities
week, when they were set the challenge to
see which tutor group could raise the most
money. With very little guidance from their
form tutors, the pupils got to work creating,
planning and advertising their events.
The activities they organised ranged from
a homemade cake sale, a treasure hunt
for Years 3 and 4, a basketball shootout
to a hilarious ‘lip sync’ battle judged
by our very own Simon ‘Akash’ Cowell.
Walking around the School during that
week and seeing the tutor groups work
so passionately and effectively towards a
common goal was one of the highlights
of the year. In just four days Year 8 raised
over £400 for Birmingham Children’s
Hospital, which is an astonishing amount
and something they should all be
extremely proud of.
At the beginning of the Michaelmas term,
Sam Roberts, Francesca Mellor, Josh
Lawson and Claudia Bullock took up their
appointments as Head Boy, Head Girl and
deputies respectively whilst Daniel Grove
and Meredith Atkinson took on the role
of Heads of Page House. As the year has
progressed, they have flourished in their
roles and have been a superb team. On
top of their incredibly busy timetables and
extra-curricular activities, they have helped
Mrs Deval-Reed out with assemblies,
welcomed visitors, shown the School to
prospective parents and much, much
more.

The whole year group departed for a
tour of the First World War battlefields in
Belgium in order to support their English
curriculum. The pupils took part in a
moving two-day tour which included a
service of remembrance at the Menin Gate
and a journey through some preserved
trenches. There were sombre moments,
especially when viewing the sheer number
of graves and names at the memorials.
Pupils were able to find members of their
own family and poems were recited.
Indeed, Year 8 visited the grave of an Old
Bromsgrovian who has the School motto
‘Deo, Regi, Vicino’ engraved on his grave.
This highlighted how the whole country,
and indeed every family, was affected by
the war. Overall, it was a poignant and
informative trip for all involved.
During the November half-term break,
forty Year 8 boys embarked on a rugby
tour to Northern Ireland. During an action
packed five days, the two teams played
three matches each and enjoyed a training
session with ex-Ulster head coach, Brian
McLoughlin. Despite this extensive range
of activities, it will be the infamous bout
of travel sickness on arrival back to
Birmingham airport that will no doubt live
longest in the boy’s memories!
The Michaelmas term was also incredibly
busy for our musicians in the year group.
As normal, the Year 8 pupils took the lead
in the House music competition, setting
the standard for their Houses, sometimes
more in regards to volume than quality of
singing. There was however, no shortage
of quality in the annual Christmas concert.
The standard on show was astonishing
and it is testament to the time and effort
these young pupils put into their musical
instruments.
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When you think things cannot get any
busier for the Year 8 pupils, along comes
the Lent term. As well as their normal
academic and musical commitments, a
large number of pupils were involved in
sporting triumphs on a National scale;
National swimming finals and National
cross-country finals were followed by the
girls making it to the IAPS National netball
finals and the boys making it to the final
of the Rosslyn Park rugby 7s for only the
second time in the Prep School’s history.
Furthermore, pupils went on a wide variety
of trips and involved themselves in extracurricular activities such as the School
play.

will have experienced supporting the
team twice and I hope they use this as
inspiration as they look to make their
own mark in the Senior School. The term
finished with the annual ski trip to Fiesch,
Switzerland. For some of the Year 8s it was
their first experience of a School ski trip,
whilst others are veterans of five previous
trips.

Life as an
International
Boarder
Being new in School is hard, though it’s
not as hard as being a new international
student. I’ve had two great years in Page
House and without my roommates and
teachers I would never have felt like
England was my home. You do miss your
parents at the start and sometimes the
language barrier is tricky, but it doesn’t
last for long because every child and
teacher tries their best to make you more
confident. I now feel I am very lucky to
be a boarder because if you have any
questions about your homework or you
need to ask a question, the staff are always
around.

The Summer term sees everyone’s
attention shift from the dreaded Year 8
assessments to the nervous excitement
of being one term away from the Senior
School. This excitement is only heightened
by them receiving information regarding
which Houses they have been placed in,

In February, the year group travelled the
short distance to Stratford-upon-Avon for
a day at Shakespeare’s birthplace in order
to gain a greater understanding of their
set text, Romeo and Juliet. The pupils
were involved in a series of workshops
which included modern-day Shakespeare;
Shakespeare on the stage, where sections
of the play were acted out for students;
and a tour of Shakespeare’s house. The
day was fulfilling, informative and fun for
everyone involved.
Many of the Year 8 pupils chose to take
part in this year’s senior play, Alice; a
quirky re-make of the Lewis Carroll classic
novel. The show was performed in the
round – a first for the Prep School. The
audience was stunned by the eclectic
costumes, visual performances and the
well-known but eccentric characters.
Lucy Hannah and Dasha Butler were
two of the four Alice’s in the show and
managed to portray a different angle to
the protagonist’s character whilst Zef
Ruben played the Mad Hatter with great
conviction. Many other Year 8 pupils
contributed to the well-attended and
vibrant show which will live long in our
memories for years to come.
Year 8 also visited Hagley Hall and Park,
which is renowned for its historical
journeys in times gone by. Nathan
Summers drew some astonishingly
pictures from inside the Hall, showing off
his talents with seeming ease.
The success of the 1st XI Rugby team
meant another memorable day out at
Twickenham. The majority of pupils

Page House has been one of my best
experiences ever. I experienced everything
- being a House Monitor, arguments,
making new friends, amazing parties, fun
talks. When I had problems I never felt
shy to tell Mr and Mrs Windo, Miss Smith
or Mrs Wheeler because they always tried
their best to help me. And I never felt
bored because of Mr and Mrs Windo’s
amazing activities. Everyone is always
together, like a family, and I will never
forget anything or anyone from Page.
Anastasiia Bakulina

swiftly followed by two induction days in
which they get to experience the Senior
School through their own eyes.

with the same passion and enthusiasm
that we have come to expect from this year
group.

As the academic year drew to an end,
pupils undertook a week of activities that
looked at challenging them outside the
confines of the classroom. This year two
new initiatives, an Enterprise Day and a
Bromsgrove Futures day, saw them tackle
real world problems whilst learning lifelong
skills such as etiquette and team building,
as well as a session on first impressions by
the Headmaster. The week culminated in
an action packed two days at Edgbaston
Watersports where the pupils, despite
some horrendous weather conditions,
threw themselves into the four activities

Over this incredibly busy academic
year, the pupils have grown out of all
recognition, not just in height, but also in
maturity. They are without doubt ready to
make their next step into Senior School;
for some it may not be a smooth transition
but they all have the skills and attitude to
tackle any challenges that come their way.
They should be extremely proud of what
they have achieved during their time in the
Preparatory School and I wish them all the
best for the future.
M Burchett
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Page House
How would Tony and I describe our
first year in Page House? Exhausting!
But it only seems like yesterday that we
welcomed all new boarders into the House
before being joined by our returning
boarders for the start of the term. The
children settled in very quickly and new
friendships were made, mostly before their
parents had even left the building.
There have been so many wonderful
memories from this year. The children
have enjoyed a variety of trips, parties and
events. Our Sunday afternoon external
trips have been really popular; The Harry
Potter Studio and Laser Quest in particular
have been well supported by the children.
We walked the Malvern Hills on the hottest
day of the year, with all of the children
making it to the top before enjoying a
picnic and ice cream in Malvern’s Winter
Garden. At Hallowe’en the children made
so much effort to dress up and everyone
looked amazing. We have also held
House competitions such as dodge ball,
rounders, art, pool and table tennis to
mention but a few.
A large number of boarders have taken
part in the Year 6 and 8 plays and it is safe
to say that all of the performers were little
stars. We have also had Page children
in the School choir and band. Two of our
Year 7 boys took part in Bromsgrove’s Got
Talent and the whole House went along to
cheer them on.

There have been a number of excellent
sporting performances and achievements
by the pupils this year. All of the Year 8
boys have made the rugby, cricket and
athletics teams, with most of the girls
representing the School at netball, hockey,
rounders or athletics.
The boarders have also excelled in
the classroom once again, achieving
excellent effort grades and many obtaining
HMCs for their work. We have even had
representation in the United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Junior
Maths Challenge, a prestigious National
competition which is run by the University
of Leeds for top Mathematicians.
We would like to thank all members of the
Page House team, Housemothers, tutors,
the domestic staff and the Health Centre
staff who work so hard in making Page
House a home from home for the children.
We are very sorry to lose Mr Burchett who
has been a valuable member of the House

for a number of years; we wish him all the
best in his new role.
To our Year 8 leavers, we wish every
success for the move to Senior School and
to those who are moving on to pastures
new. We hope that they will always
remember their time in Page House with
fond memories.
T and C Windo
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Year 8 Prize Winners

Year 8 Valete

Subject Prizes

Sport Prizes

School Prizes

Lynch Cup for Mathematics
Eleanor Hughes

Bentley Cup for Greatest Contribution
to Boys’ Sports throughout the year
Lewis Harper and Samuel Roberts

Donovan Plate for Head of
Boys’ Boarding
Daniel Grove

Staff Cup for Greatest Contribution
to Girls’ Sports throughout the year
Ariana Jones

Donovan Plate for Head of
Girls’ Boarding
Meredith Atkinson

Cockin Cup for English
Ruby Bruton-Gibney
English as an Additional Language
Yilin Liu
Lee-Smith Cup for Science
James Bateman
Geography
Francesca Mellor
History
Oliver Owen
Religious Education
Nikhil Gour
French
Elizabeth Aston
German
Claudia Bullock
Spanish
Lucia Goodwin
Talbot Cup for Latin
Jessica Rai
Llanwrtyd Wells Cup for Art
Gemma Calthorpe
Haslam Cup for Design Technology
Francesca McCaig
Warne Cup for Textiles
Grace Dieppe
Cuckson Cup for Music
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins
Holland Cup for Performing Arts
(Drama)
Jozef Ruben

Pritchard Plate for Commitment
to Boys’ Sport
Harrison Meadows

Walford Cup for Social Awareness
(Charities)
Eleanor Rea

Pritchard Plate for Commitment
to Girls’ Sport
Hannah Sahota and Daisy Clements

Webber Bowl for Endeavour (Effort)
Shona Mills
The James Young Bromsgrovian Cup
for Best All-Round Contribution
Francesca Mellor
The Wingfield Cup for Outstanding
Academic Achievement
Gemma Calthorpe
Deputy Head Boy Prize
Joshua Lawson
Deputy Head Girl Prize
Claudia Bullock
Head Boy Prize
Samuel Roberts
Head Girl Prize
Francesca Mellor
Headmistress’ Prizes
Laetitia de la Belgique
Thomas Holroyd
Jessica Rai

ABRAHAM, HUGH 8CR, School, Year 3 Form
Monitor, Prefect, Monday Assembly Chair
Helper, Words and Music competitor. I have
enjoyed helping out with Year 3 for Mrs Dakin.

ATWAL, MIYA 8CR

ADAMS, SAMUEL 8CR, Elmshurst, Year 5
Form Buddy, Malvern Aquathon team 1st
place. My proudest moment was when I
moved up to the A Rugby team. The highlight
for me was the Rugby Tour to Ireland. It was a
great experience and I thoroughly enjoyed it.

BAKER, JAMES 8CR, Lupton, ICT Monitor,
Music Colours, silver Alpha Badge. My
proudest moment was getting fifty runs not out
in the C team. I have most enjoyed the trips
during my time at the Prep School.

BAINES, BEAU 8MB, Lupton, Monitor. I have
enjoyed the break times with my friends.

ALMA, JAMES 8CR, Lyttelton, Librarian. My
proudest moment was getting my first HMC.
I have enjoyed going on all the School trips,
especially Bushcraft (this was probably the
best!)

BAKULINA, ANASTASIA 8CR, Oakley, House
Monitor, Art Scholarship. Prep School has
many opportunities for you to develop your
skills. The teachers always see where your
talents are and help you to get better in this
area.

ANDERSON, ALICE 8PS, Hazeldene, Year
3 Reading Monitor, Alphas, multiple HMCs,
U13 Hockey team - 1st place in tournament,
received a bronze in the Maths Challenge.
I have enjoyed the sport - both training and
matches, as well as my free time and my
friends.

BATEMAN, JAMES 8GJ, Lyttelton, Prefect,
PE Monitor, Lee-Smith Cup for Science,
Grumball Cup for Computing, KS3 winner of
the National Arboretum Poetry Competition
(Somme 100). My proudest moment was
winning the Science Cup. I have most enjoyed
ICT with Mr Grumball and Mr Turner.

ANJUM, FARAH 8PS, Thomas Cookes,
Vice House Captain (Telford), Form Captain,
Cloakroom Monitor, lots of HMCs, alphas and
credits. My proudest moment was winning
the vote for Vice House Captain and being
undefeated in Tennis matches with Hannah.
I have enjoyed the sport, I like taking part in
matches and the training is fun.

BOOTHROYD, CERYS 8DP, Thomas Cookes,
Form Monitor, Alphas, Drama Colours,
Charities Committee, Chapel Choir, Choir. My
proudest moments have been getting Drama
Colours after the Year 6 play and getting into
Chapel Choir. I have most enjoyed being with
my friends.

ASHMORE-WELLS, EDWARD 8MB, Walters,
Form Monitor, previous Prize winner at
Prizegiving. The thing that I have enjoyed most
was the trips, for example in Year 7 we went to
Paris for a maths trip.
ASTON, ELIZABETH 8PS, Thomas Cookes,
Charities Committee, 3rd place at IAPs
National Swimming Finals, Academic
Exhibition, IAPs medal, Winner of Words
and Music, Swimming Colour, gold in Maths
Challenge, French Prize. I have enjoyed both
academic and sports opportunities which I
have had during my time here.
ATKINSON, MEREDITH 8CG, Oakley, Head
of Page House, Prefect, Buddy, Donovan
Plate for Head of Girls’ Boarding. My proudest
moment was being awarded the responsibility
of Head of Page House. One of my most
enjoyable times in the Prep School was going
on the Ypres trip early last year and seeing the
cemeteries and the Menin Gate. It was really
interesting and a great experience of what
people had to live through in the war. It was
very moving.

BORRIELLO, ELOISA 8CG, Oakley, Year 5
Mentor, Team Sheet Helper, National Finals in
Hockey and Netball, Hockey Colour, Netball
Colours, Tennis Colour, 9th in the country
for Hockey, A team member for all sports,
Most Valuable Netball Player Award, Buddy,
IAPS Athletics, County Hockey Champions,
Midlands Hockey Champions. I have most
enjoyed being with my friends at the Prep
School.
BRUTON-GIBNEY, RUBY 8PS, Oakley, Year
5 Mentor, Team Sheet Monitor, Form Captain,
two Art Colours, Hockey Half-Colour, U13
Hockey Team - 1st place in tournament,
achieved bronze in the Maths Challenge,
multiple HMCs, Cockin Cup for English. I have
enjoyed all the sports I have competed in and
the academic opportunities I have had during
my time here.
BUCKLEY, ED 8DP, Lupton, Prefect, Buddy.
I have liked being a prefect and my favourite
trip was to Paris.
BULL, MATTHEW 8MB

BULLOCK, CLAUDIA 8GJ, Deputy Head
Girl, House Rounders Captain, House Tennis
Captain, Form Captain, Captain of various
sports teams, IAPS Netball Regionals 2015,
Most Valuable Tennis Player, House Singing
2016, Art Colour, Tennis Colour, Netball
Half-Colour, Athletics Half-Colour, German
Prize, Deputy Head Girl Prize. My proudest
moment would have to be the presentation
evening on the ski trip 2016, where I received
the Gold 2 award. When the instructor pulled
me up, he told everyone how I was a great
leader. One of the things I have most enjoyed
is the relationships created between not
only my friends and my year group, but also
the teachers who have supported me and
challenged me - and actually made learning
fun!
BUTLER, DASHA 8GJ, Oakley, Maple
displays, Monitor, Form Captain, Charities
Committee, member of various sports teams,
Art Scholarship, main role in ‘Alice’, Words
and Music competitor, Art Colour, Music
Colour, Drama Colour. My proudest moment I
have had during my time in the Prep School
has been reaching the finals of Words and
Music each year. The thing I have enjoyed
the most about the Prep School is taking part
in many activities and being part of a friendly
and supportive community.
CALTHORPE, GEMMA 8CR, Hazeldene,
Prefect, Form Monitor, House Captain,
House Tennis Captain, Charities Committee,
Academic Scholarship, Music Scholarship,
U13 Hockey National Finals, finalist of the
House Music Competition, Attainment Prize
for the set, Llanwrtyd Wells Cup for Art, The
Wingfield Cup for Outstanding Academic
Achievement. My proudest moment in the
Prep School has been sitting next to my
friends in the Prizegiving marquee and
hearing my name being called out for the
Wingfield Cup. I have enjoyed making some
amazing friends, representing the School in
sport and all of the amazing opportunities I’ve
had.
CANAVAN, AOIFE 8CG, Mary Windsor, Credits
Collector. My proudest moment was when I
got my first HMC ever at School (in Year 8). I
have enjoyed making new friends and meeting
different people from all over the world.
CHANCE, CAMERON 8DP, Lupton, Activity
Monitor, A team Athletics, winner of High
Jump, getting invited for an Art Scholarship. I
have enjoyed the Prep School because I made
a lot of friends and I’ve had good opportunities
such as the lessons, sport and art. I also
enjoyed the amount of activities on offer.
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CHANG, SANNIVA 8MB, Oakley. My proudest
moment was getting the highest mark in the
Maths Challenge. I like the Boarding House
the most as everyone has been very nice to us.
CLEMENTS, DAISY-MAI 8CG, Pritchard Plate
for Commitment to Girls’ Sport.
DAKIN, ABBIE 8DP, Hazeldene, Year 5 Form
Monitor, Chapel Choir, Choir. My proudest
moment was getting into Chapel Choir, and I
have enjoyed making new friends.
DAY, LUCY 8MB, Oakley, PE Monitor, Winner
of the Javelin (Sports Day). My proudest
moment was qualifying for the National round
of IAPS Athletics in Javelin for the second year
running. The Prep School has opened up lots
of sporting opportunities for me, and I have
found lots of talents I never knew I had.
DE LA BELGIQUE, LAETITIA 8DP, Mary
Windsor, Head of House, Headmistress’ Prize.
My first year in the Prep School has been
amazing! I have enjoyed taking part in the
many activities here and making new friends.
DERBYSHIRE, CHLOE 8MB, Oakley, Form
Monitor, County Hockey Champions (B), Art
Colours, Area 7 Dressage Team, 3rd Ind.
Area Novice Show Jump Team, U18 British
Eventing, PC Novice Eventing Team. My
proudest moment was when I received my
second Art Colour. I have made the best of
friends whilst I have been at the Prep School.
DIEPPE, GRACE 8MB, Hazeldene, Form
Monitor, House Captain (Telford), Prefect,
Words and Music Finalist, House Music
Finalist, Year 8 Textiles Prize, IAPS Athletics,
ESAA Athletics, IAPS Swimming National
Finals, Warne Cup for Textiles. My proudest
moment was competiing in the ESAA CrossCountry National Final. I have enjoyed my
time in the Prep School, especially our trip to
Flanders and the end of year activities.
DUROV, KIRILL 8PS, Wendron-Gordon, Lost
Property Monitor. I most enjoyed Bushcraft in
Year 6.
EATON, JAMES 8GJ
EVANS, RHYS 8DP, Wendron-Gordon,
Prefect, Cricket Captain, Midlands’ Finals in
Cricket, last sixteen in the Rugby National Cup.
My proudest moment was when I scored a
century in Year 6. I have enjoyed the different
sports.

EVANS, TYE 8PS, Lupton, ICT Monitor, Rugby
Tour Prize. I enjoyed the Ireland Rugby Tour
the most, as well as the trips and activities.
FEENAN, SEBASTIAN 8PS, Elmshurst, 1st
Rugby, Music, singing ‘Let it Go’, Athletics
Half-Colour. My proudest moment was being
awarded my Half-Colour for Athletics during
Prizegiving. The thing I have enjoyed the most
is making friends. The Prep School has helped
me make a lot of close friends from all around
the globe. I am looking forward to joining the
Senior School and going into Elmshurst, with
five more years ahead of me at Bromsgrove
School.
FULLARD, MADDIE 8DP, Hazeldene, Vice
House Captain, Chapel Choir, Choir, Maple
Display Monitor, Music Colour, 3rd in Sports
Day, Tennis, reading in Chapel, HMCs. In the
Prep School I enjoyed learning to become
more independent and meeting lots of friends.
GARDNER, SADIE 8GJ, Hazeldene, Prefect,
Head Chorister, Charities Committee, Mentor,
Words and Music competitor finalist three
times in a row, receiving a prize at Prizegiving
every year since Year 5, receiving four Colours,
getting into the IAPS Finals at Brighton. My
proudest moment was becoming Head
Chorister in Year 8. I have enjoyed being part
of the Bromsgrove community and I have
many happy memories to take to the Senior
School.
GILL, PAARUS 8MB, Lyttelton, Activities
Monitor. My proudest and most favourite
moment was the Rugby Tour.
GITTOES, EMILY 8GJ, Hazeldene, Librarian,
IAPS and ESSA Athletics and Cross-Country.
My proudest moment was becoming a regular
member of the Athletics and Cross-Country
teams and representing the School in a
number of meetings. During the summer
holidays I have also been attending lots of
Athletic meets where I got a PB in the Long
Jump. Prep School has helped me through a
lot and I will never forget my time there.
GOODWIN, LUCIA 8PS, Thomas Cookes,
Prefect, Year 4 Form Monitor, Spanish Prize.
The most enjoyable part of Prep School
is hanging out with your friends and the
opportunities to make new ones when they
join.
GOUR, NIKHIL 8CG, Lyttelton, Prefect, Vice
House Captain, Charities Committee, Religious
Education Prize. My proudest moment was
achieving two Academic Scholarships. I’ve
enjoyed having fun with my mates.

GROVE, DANIEL 8CR, Elmshurst, Monitor,
Prefect, Head of House, grades 2 and 3
on Piano, Donovan Plate for Head of Boys’
Boarding. My proudest moment was being
announced as Head of House, and I enjoyed
taking part in the Rugby Tour.
GURUNG, SUSHANT 8GJ, Wendron-Gordon,
participant at Sports Day. I have enjoyed all
of the Prep School trips, but my proudest
moment was having the courage to go on every
ride during our visit to Drayton Manor.
HALES, ETHAN 8GJ
HALLOWS, CHRISTOPHER 8CR, Lupton,
Cloakroom Monitor, RE HMC. I have enjoyed
the cricket training.
HANKE, RUBY 8MB
HANNAH, LUCY 8CG
HARE, MITCHELL 8CR, Lyttelton, Form
Monitor, Vice-Captain of Cricket team, Cricket
Colour, Cross-Country Colour, Athletics HalfColour, Most Valuable Runner award, The
Greetham Batting Cup, 3rd place in Sports
Day. My proudest moment at the Prep School
was winning Sports Day in Year 6. I have most
enjoyed playing sport.
HARPER, LEWIS 8PS, Lupton, Sports
Scholarship, House Rugby Captain, House
Athletics Captain, Worcester Warriors DPP,
Worcestershire County Rugby, U13 Rugby
XV A team, Rugby 7s A team, Junior and
Senior Rugby Colours, Most Outstanding
Junior Rugby Player, Runner-up Rosslyn Park
National Prep School 7s and Millfield 7s,
Winners of Bromsgrove 7s and Solihull 7s, 2nd
in U13 Cross Country, Hockey A team, Cricket
A team, 100 retired, not out vs Dean Close,
Winner of Yearr 8 Sports Day Victor Ludorum,
1st in 100m, 200m, 300m, 100m relay and
300m relay, School record holder for 300m
and 4x300m Relay, forty-one ESAA points,
Hereford & Worcestershire U15 County Finalist
300m, Regional Winner IAPS 100m Relay,
2nd in 300m and 4th in Javelin, IAPS National
Finalist for 300m and 100m relay, Bentley
Cup for Greatest Contribution to Boys’ Sport.
My proudest moment was when I scored a try
in the Rosslyn Park National 7s Final. I have
enjoyed the amount of sport there is.

HART, ETHAN 8PS, Lyttelton, Form Monitor,
Rugby 7s, Semi-Finalist of the Rosslyn Park
7s, National Athletics Championships, 300m
School record. My proudest moment was
representing the School at Rosslyn Park with
the Senior School 1st team watching us. The
opportunities I have been given at Bromsgrove
have so far been incredible and it has meant
that I have been able to try new things,
improve and achieve much more than I ever
thought possible.
HEPTINSTALL, JAKOB 8DP, School, Cobham
Monitor, House Captain, Maths Challenge
Bronze Medal, Darby won overall Sports Day. I
have enjoyed making new friends and learning
interesting things.
HICKS, MOLLIE 8CG, Thomas Cookes,
Monitor, awarded Most Improved Hockey
Player (Year 6). I have enjoyed all of the trips
we have been on during my time at the Prep
School.
HODGES, SOFIA 8DP, Thomas Cookes,
Year 3 Form Monitor, Prefect, Charities
Committee, Choir, Words and Music Finalist,
Swimming Colour, Most Improved Netball
Player (two years in a row), HMCs, Pastoral
Commendation, Best Effort Grades. My
proudest moment was becoming a Prefect. I
have enjoyed learning new things and meeting
new people.
HOLROYD, THOMAS 8PS, Lyttelton, Prefect,
Vice House captain, Year 6 Classroom
Monitor, Form Captain, 1st in School Hockey
Tournament, bronze alpha badge, Hockey
Half Colours, Cross-Country Half-Colours,
Most Improved Cross-Country Runner, Year
6 Buddy, Year 3 Alpha Colours, Year 9 IAPS,
Poetry Competition Finalist, Repton Hockey
Tournament winner, A team Hockey, A team
Cricket, A team Athletics, A team CrossCountry, B team Rugby, School Councillor,
Credit Champion, Headmistress’ Prize. During
my time in the Prep school I have thoroughly
enjoyed representing the School on a number
of occasions in many different sports.
HUGHES, ELEANOR 8GJ, Thomas Cookes,
School Librarian, Lynch Cup for Mathematics.
My proudest moment was when I played in the
team for the National Hockey Finals. I most
enjoyed learning with my friends.
IAKUBOVICH, DANIIL 8CR, Elmshurst,
Monitor, Form Captain, Alpha Badges, HMCs.
I enjoyed doing different activities.

JENKINS, LUCY 8MB, Thomas Cookes, Year
5 Form Monitor, Choir, Chapel Choir, Rock
Group, Music Colours, entering in for the Art
Scholarship. My proudest moments have been
receiving my Music Colours and creating my
bowl in art. I have really enjoyed learning new
things that I had not learnt before.
JOLAOSO, SIMISOLA 8GJ
JONES, ARIANA 8GJ, Marlborough College,
Form Monitor, Prefect, Deputy House Captain
(Watt), U13A Netball Captain, Netball U13
County Champions, UAPS Netball U13
Regional Champions and National Finalists,
Netball National Schools U14 Finalists, U13
Most Valuable Netball Player, U13 National
Schools Mini Hockey Regional Champions
and National Finalists, Hockey Colour, Netball
Colour, Athletics Colour, Cross-Country Colour,
Art Colour, Staff Cup for Greated Contribution
to Girls’ Sport. My proudest moment was
leading the U13A Netball team to the National
IAPS Finals. I have enjoyed representing the
School in many sports fixtures across the
years.
KIELY, ELLA 8CR, Hazeldene, Teacher’s
Helper, Pastoral commendation, HMC. My
proudest moment was when I received an
Academic Award in Prizegiving during Year 6.
I have enjoyed all of the different opportunities
to learn new things and meet new people.
LAROIYA, AMAN 8GJ, Walters, Darby Cricket
Captain, Alpha Counter, HMC. I have enjoyed
meeting new people and having a fun time at
the Prep School.
LAWSON, JOSHUA 8PS, Lupton, Deputy
Head Boy, Music Scholar, Words and Music
competitor, House Music woodwind section
winner, Hockey Foremarke Hall Final winner,
Deputy Head Boy Prize. My proudest moment
so far has been becoming Head Boy. I enjoyed
making many new friends and spending time
with them during the many sports that I was
able to take part in.
LAWTHER, HERMOINE 8GJ, Oakley,
Cloakroom Monitor. My proudest moment
was when I got 100% in the History exam.
This year I have enjoyed the range of activities
available, as well as the lessons which have
allowed me to develop a lot over the course of
Year 8.
LEWIS, FINLEY 8CG, Lyttelton, Monitor, Best
A Team Tackle on the Ireland Rugby Tour.
My proudest moments have been during the
Rugby Tour, and also doing well in my tests.
I have enjoyed the trips, sports, activities and
getting better in tests.

LIMBU, NELLY 8CG
LIU, YILIN 8GJ, Elmshurst, EAL Prize. My
proudest moment was when I received the
prize in front of the Whole School. I also
enjoyed playing in sports matches such as
Rugby and Cricket. I really enjoyed my time
at the Prep School, such as the end of year
activities including paddle boarding, canoeing,
sailing and other watersports. I told my friend
in China about the Prep School and they are
very jealous that I am at such a good school. I
will miss my time in the Prep School.
LIVERSIDGE, ALICE 8CG, Hazeldene, House
Captain (Boulton), Years 3 and 4 Reading
Monitor, Regional Hockey Winners, Regional
Netball Winners, County Hockey RunnersUp, County Netball Winners, Sports Scholar,
Hockey Colours, Netball Colours, Bronze
Alpha Badge, County Hockey, County Netball,
Fourth in Regional Athletics for 100m, Elite
Hockey Squad. My proudest moment was
being awarded my Sports Scholarship to carry
me through the Senior School. I have enjoyed
exploring new and exciting opportunities in all
aspects of School life.
LYLE, HARRY 8CG
LYLE, JACK 8CR, Lupton, Year 3 Reading
Helper. What I have enjoyed the most about
the Prep School are the lessons and the sport.
MALAM, MICHAEL 8PS, Wendron-Gordon,
Form Monitor, Most Improved Hockey Player,
HMCs, Credit Champion. My proudest
moment was when I won the Most Improved
Hockey Player award. I have enjoyed the sport
in the Prep School.
MATTHEWS, LYDIA 8MB, Hazeldene, Buddy,
Chapel Choir, Top twenty in Cross-Country,
grade 2 Piano. I’ve enjoyed meeting so many
new friends and actually learning French for
the first time.
MCCAIG, FRANCESCA 8DP, Thomas Cookes,
Reading Monitor, Choir, Chapel Choir, gold
and silver Alpha Badges, Art Colour, Chapel
Choir, Choir, HMCs, Tennis, entering for the Art
Scholarship, winning Credit and Alphas Prize,
Most Effort Prize, reading in Chapel, Haslam
Cup for Design Technology. I have enjoyed
learning new things that I didn’t know about
already and meeting new friends.
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MEADOWS, HARRISON 8MB, School,
Prefect, Form Monitor, National 7s runners up,
Rugby Colour, County Rugby, County Cricket,
Midlands’ Cricket Final, Midlands’ Round
ESSA, IAPS Hockey, IAPS Athletics, Hockey
Half Colour, A team Rugby Captain, A team
for all sports, Pritchard Plate for Commitment
to Boys’ Sport. My proudest moment was
becoming a Rosslyn Park 7s Finalist.
MEKUSHINA, BORISLAVA 8CR, Mary
Windsor, House Monitor, Buddy, Form Captain.
My proudest moment has been taking part in
the A team for Tennis. I have enjoyed meeting
meeting lots of friends.
MELLOR, FRANCESCA 8DP, Head Girl,
Reading Helper, Break time duty, Overall
Winner of the Poetry Competition, Drama
Colour, Hockey Colour, Most Valuable
Hockey Player, Netball Colour, Music
Colour, U13 Hockey Regional Winners,
U13 Netball Regional Winners, 13+ Sports
Scholarship, Geography Prize, The James
Young Bromsgrovian Cup for Best All-Round
Contribution, Head Girl Prize. My proudest
moment was laying a wreath as Head Girl
at the Menin Gate in Belgium, as well as
doing a reading at Tyne Cot WWI Memorial
during the same trip. I have enjoyed meeting
different people and getting to know them in
a comfortable environment, yet one which still
challenges you and your learning.
MILLS, SHONA 8GJ, Thomas Cookes,
Prefect, Form Monitor, Charities Committee,
Cross-Country Full Colour, Drama Half Colour,
ESAA Athletics Semi-Finals, IAPS Athletics
Semi-Finals, Webber Bowl for Endeavour
(Effort). My proudest moment was getting the
Effort Prize during Prizegiving. I have enjoyed
every minute of Prep School, I’ve learnt so
much and have met some amazing people
over the past six years.
MOBERLEY, VICTORIA 8CG, Oakley,
Changing Room Monitor, reaching National
Finals in Hockey and Netball throughout
the last two years of the Prep School, 9th in
the country for Hockey, Art Colour (Year 6),
Most Valuable Tennis Player award, Tennis
Colour, County Hockey Champions, Midlands
Champions in both Netball and Hockey, A
team for all sports.
MOISEEV, KIRILL 8MB, Elmshurst,
Swimming, Chess. My proudest moment
was when I was able to take part in the trip
to Belgium with other Year 8 pupils. This
year we have enjoyed lots of activities, sports
competitions and trips, but the best trip was
when we went to the lake with all the students.

NAYAK, VINAY 8MB, Wendron-Gordon, House
Captain (Boulton). My proudest moment was
breaking the School record in the Hurdles. I
have enjoyed all of the opportunities that the
Prep School has provided me with.
OWEN, OLIVER 8CR, Elmshurst, Prefect,
House Monitor, History Prize. I have enjoyed
all the opportunities to play sport and try new
things.
RAI, JESSICA 8DP, Hazeldene, Form
Monitor, Prefect, Chapel choir, Choir, Charities
Committee, Words and Music competitor,
Drama prize, Academic Scholarship, silver
Alpha Award, Music Colour, HMCs, Pastoral
Commendations, Talbot Cup for Latin,
Headmistress’ Prize. My proudest moments
have been getting an Academic Scholarship
in Year 6, singing with Choir and taking part in
Jazz Group, Ukulele Group, Rock Group and
Chapel Choir. I have enjoyed the opportunities
provided for me throughout my time here.
REA, ELEANOR 8GJ, Oakley, Prefect,
Charities Committee, Library Monitor, Art
Colour, Effort Award at Prizegiving in Year 7,
Walford Cup for Social Awareness (Charities).
Being made a Prefect was the best feeling
ever! When my name was called out I felt so
honoured and privileged to have been given
the responsibility and opportunity to become
a role model for the rest of the School. I am
very grateful to have been entrusted with this
position and hope I have made a positive
contribution to the Prep School. I have really
enjoyed being part of the Charities Committee
as it’s been great to get involved with charity
work and I am very pleased that as a School
we raised so much for a fantastic cause. I
would definitely recommend becoming part of
the Charities Committee to younger pupils; not
only because of the feeling of huge satisfaction
afterwards but because throughout the run up
to charities week, you present the charities to
the School. This developed my public speaking
skills a lot and it’s just a brilliant group to
participate in.
ROBERTS, SAMUEL 8PS, Wendron-Gordon,
Head Boy, Rosslyn Park 7s Final, Rugby
Colours, Athletics Colours, National Champion
for Long Jump, County Rugby, Worcester
Warriors DPP, County Athletics, National
runner-up Hurdles, Midlands’ Cricket Final,
Midlands’ Round ESAA, six School records,
Rugby 7s Captain, Athletics Captain, Bentley
Cup for Greatest Contribution to Boys’ Sport,
Head Boy Prize. My favourite thing about
the Prep School is the sport and all the
opportunities I’ve had.

RODWAY, JAMIE 8CG, Wendron-Gordon,
House Monitor, Form Monitor, House Captain,
Best Tackler Award on the Ireland Rugby Tour.
My proudest moment was getting in the A
team for Rugby. I have enjoyed being in the
Boarding House because I like how every won
gets along.
ROSBROOK, EDWARD 8DP, School, Form
Captain, Alpha Counter, A team Rugby, Rugby
7s, two HMCs, Quarter-Finals of the NatWest
Rugby Cup. I have most enjoyed playing
Rugby with the A team.
RUBEN, JOZEF 8CG, School, Cobham
Atrium Monitor, Assistant Director in Year
8 play, Poetry Finalist, Music Competition
Semi-Finalist, Drama Colour, Academic
Scholarship, Music Competition Semi-Finalist,
Poetry Competition Finalist, Holland Cup
for Performing Arts (Drama). My proudest
moment was playing the Mad Hatter role in
‘Alice’. I have enjoyed all the drama I have
been in.
RUSLING, MAX 8DP, School, Prefect,
Athletics Colours, Swimming Half-Colours,
Best Forward on Rugby Tour. My proudest
moment was taking part in the Shot Put at
the IAPS Nationals. I have enjoyed everything
about the Prep School.
SAHOTA, HANNAH 8PS, Pritchard Plate for
Commitment to Girls’ Sport.
SANDHU, PAVANDEEP 8CR, Walters, Form
Captain, Cobham Monitor, two HMCs. My
proudest moment has been being in the A
team for Athletics. I have most enjoyed my
time in the Prep School playing in sports
teams.
SANGHERA, SANTINO 8MB, Walters,
Monitor, Chapel Reading. I most enjoyed the
Rugby Tour.
SASALAKSANANON, PERRAWAY 8DP
SAVAGE, CALLUM 8PS, Lyttelton, Year
3 Form Monitor, Cricket, B team Captain,
Hockey, HMC. My proudest moment has been
being the leading wicker taker. I have enjoyed
the opportunities for sport and academic trips.
SCHULZE, ANNABEL 8CR, Oakley, Page
House Monitor, Library Monitor, Words and
Music competitor, Year 8 play. My proudest
moment was when I passed my first flute
exam. I enjoyed the Year 8 play and working in
the library.

SILLER, LENA 8PS
SLATTERY, BETH 8CG
SMITH, LIBERTY 8GJ, Thomas Cookes, Form
Monitor, Music Colour, Charities Committee.
I have made friends and memories to keep
forever.
SOO, JEFFERY 8CG, School, Junior Maths
Challenge silver certificate.
STEPHENS-JONES, EVIE 8MB, Thomas
Cookes, Charities Committee, Form Captain,
Mrs Mullan’s Helper. I am most proud of the
good results I’ve achieved in tests after my
hard work and effort. I have enjoyed spending
time with my friends and having fun on School
trips such as Bushcraft!
SUMMERS, NATHAN 8DP, Lyttelton, Cobham
Hall Monitor, winner of the ‘Hockey Stick’
at Hockey Camp. My proudest moment
was being in the A team for Hockey and
representing the School. During my time at the
Prep School I have enjoyed the trip to Dorset
for Bushcraft Camp and playing in matches.
SUTHERLAND, HAMISH 8CR, School, 3RL
Form Monitor, Academic Exhibition, Poetry
Competition Semi-Finalist. My proudest
moment was when I achieved an Academic
Exhibition. I really enjoyed going on trips to
France and Belgium.
SWORD, MOLLY-JO 8CR, Oakley, Year 3 Form
Monitor, Charities Committee, HMCs, grade 2
Singing. My proudest moment was getting into
the Final of the English Poetry Competition. I
have enjoyed working together and being part
of my House in events.
TATE, GEORGE 8MB
THAPA MAGAR, AAKASH 8GJ, Elmshurst,
Page House Monitor, Charities Committee,
Gold for Bromsgrove Cricket Festival 2014, 6W
Award for Attainment, Art Colour, 8R2 Award
for Attainment, The Edwards Cup for Most
Considerate Boarder. I have had many proud
moments in the Prep School including giving
the money raised to Nepal, but my proudest
achievement was taking part in the Year 8
play. Bromsgrove Preparatory School has
been a journey filled with memories that will
last forever, but what I enjoyed the most are
the friends I have made and the happiness I
shared with them.

TOOR, TAVLEEN 8PS, Thomas Cookes,
Buddy, Cloakroom Monitor, Form Captain,
HMCs, Alpha Badge. I like the sports and
House events.
TRIGG, OLLY 8DP, Lyttelton, Changing Room
Monitor, 1st Rugby, Alpha Badge. I am most
proud of getting into the 1st Rugby team. I
liked the whole experience of Prep School.
TSAI, LUCA HAO WEN 8CG, Elmshurst,
Cricket. My proudest moment was joining the
Cricket C team and playing n matches against
other Schools. I enjoyed Drama and PE in the
Prep School.
VAUGHAN-HAWKINS, IMOGEN 8CR,
Hazeldene, House Captain, Monitor, House
Music Competition Final, Sports Scholarship,
National Swimming Finals four times, National
Netball Finals twice, Pastoral Commendation,
Words and Music competitor five times, HMC,
Effort Grades award, IAPS Athletics, County
Athletics, Music Scholarship, Cuckson Cup for
Music. My proudest moments have been when
I was awarded the Music Scholarship in Year
6 and the Sports Scholarship in Year 8. I have
enjoyed all the opportunities to try different
things and make the most of the talents I have,
with support from everyone here.
VENABLES, TEDDY 8CG, School, Changing
Room Monitor, Form Captain, Athletics Colour,
Hammer Thrower of the Season. My proudest
moments have been playing in the Rugby A
team and being the Athletics A team, throwing
a new record of 32.5m. I have enjoyed my
time in the Prep School, especially the skiing
trips and the sport. I have made a lot of friends
in Page House and the School.
WALKER, OLIVER 8DP, School, Chapel
Helper, Assembly Helper, Winner of Sports
Day, 2nd and 3rd place at previous Sports
Days, Rugby Captain, Semi-Final of Rugby
National Cup, Swimming, Individual Breast
Stroke in ESSA Finals twice, Cricket A team,
National Cricket Cup Competition, Aquathon,
Hockey Captain, Winner of Foremarke Hall
Hockey Tournament, Rugby 7s, Winner of
Solihull Rugby 7s, Winner of Bromsgrove
Rugby 7s, Runners-up at Millfield 7s, Finalist
at Rosslyn Park 7s tournament, Rugby
Colours, Hockey Colours, Swimming Colours,
Commitment to Prep School Sport Award. My
proudest moment has been representing the
School in the Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s Final and
being the Captain of the Year 8 Hockey side.
I have enjoyed my time at the Prep School,
it has made me grow in confidence, which
has built up since Year 3, and making lifelong
friendships. The Prep School has given me
many great sporting opportunities which I have
enjoyed being part of.

WALTER, DANIEL 8PS, Lupton, Cobham
Monitor.
WALTERS, ISABELLA 8CG, Thomas Cookes,
Prefect, Buddy, Chapel Choir, Words and
Music 1st place in our year, Drama Colour. My
proudest moment was when my team and I
went to the IAPS Swimming Finals, and also
coming 10th in House Cross-Country. The
thing I have enjoyed most about Prep School is
meeting lovely new and supportive people.
WARD, THOMAS 8GJ, Walters, Library
Monitor. My proudest moment was receiving
a Pastoral Commendation in Year 4. I have
mostly enjoyed the trips.
WASHINGTON, DAN 8MB, Lupton, Rosslyn
Park 7s final, Cricket final. I enjoyed the sport.
WELLER, LUKE 8MB, School, Years 3 and
4 Playground Monitor, Poetry Competition
Semi-Finalist, Mad March Hare in ‘Alice’,
Ukulele Group, Choir. I have had many proud
moments but the best time I had was being
in the Year 8 production of Alice. The cast all
worked well together and we had a great time.
I have enjoyed being in lots of ensembles,
being in the Choir and participating in the
drama productions.
WIGGINS, GEORGE 8GJ, Walters, Cloakroom
Monitor, IAPS Swimming. I was proud to
receive my first HMC in Year 4. I liked going on
the trips.
WILLIAMS, JJ 8DP, Lupton, Prefect, Rosslyn
Park 7s final. I’ve enjoyed sport the most here.
WILSON, JUDE 8CG
WOOD, JAMIE 8CG, Wendron-Gordon,
Cloakroom Monitor, Athletics Half-Colour, C
team Rugby Captain, IAPS Athletics, ESAA
Athletics. My proudest moment in Year 8 was
when I claimed my Athletics Half-Colour. I
have most enjoyed the Rugby season because
it was new to me and at the same time I got
a lot better at it. I have had many fixtures
which were challenging but I have enjoyed
persevering when it got tough.
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Year 8 Leavers

Elmshurst
As I reflect on the year just gone, I am amazed at how quickly the time has passed.
So many highs and thankfully only a few lows. Memories have been made to last
a lifetime. Elmshurst continues to flourish and grow, and as Houseparent it is a
pleasure and a privilege to live and learn alongside all 100 “Men of Elmshurst”.
Together we celebrate and together we learn important lessons when things go
wrong - the makings for a strong solid House.
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Elmshurst Leavers
BENT, C.J., Elmshurst, 2010, Prep School
Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Rugby, 1st
Football, 1st Hockey, 1st Athletics, National
7s Hockey Winner, National 7s Rugby
Winner, NatWest Schools Cup Winners,
Rugby Cap, DofE, Sports Leader. Bath Sport and Social Sciences
BEWICK, J., Elmshurst, 2014, House
Monitor, 1st XI Cricket, Chesterton Cup
Winners 2015, Cricket National SemiFinals 2015, 3rd Rugby, 4th Rugby, Sports
Scholarship. Leeds - Management
CHEUNG, J.C.K., Elmshurst, 2014,
1st Badminton. Bath - Mech with Auto
Engineering
DOROKHOV, S., Elmshurst, 2011. Royal
Holloway - Biology

It has been another successful year in the Inter-House
competitions and our trophy cabinets are gleaming with
silverware. At last Elmshurst achieved success in the House
Song competition. Second place was much deserved. Henry
Walker, Blake Edwards and especially Calvin Fu worked very
hard indeed to pull this together; a great achievement.

The House was well represented in the
National U18s Final of the NatWest Cup
at Twickenham - the Elmshurst boys were
men that day.
House honours board awards go to the
following for 2015/16:
House Endeavour - Oscar Gurung
House Best Newcomer - Platon Kochetkov

As we welcome the new School year,
we will have much to celebrate; George
James as Senior Boarder as well as being
a School Monitor - he will be an excellent
ambassador and servant of Bromsgrove.
Within Elmshurst I have yet to announce
the Head of House and Deputy Head of
House, which will be done on the first day
of the new academic year. I look forward
to the House continuing to grow from
strength to strength.

House Spirit - Calvin Fu
House Contribution - Blake Edwards
A large number of boys have received their
junior and senior House Colours.
As always at the end of the year, it is with a
heavy heart that we must wish our Upper
Sixth a fond farewell. This year group
have been on a journey together as good
friends and they have always been there
to support one another. I wish them all the
very best of luck for their required grades
and for their future beyond Bromsgrove.
Henry Walker (Head of House) and Oscar
Gurung (Deputy) have served Elmshurst
along with the House Monitors to a
very high standard and they have set a
benchmark for what is expected in the
years to come. We also say goodbye to
our faithful and hardworking tutors Miss
Berment. Miss Hunter, Miss Johnston and
Mr Lane, we wish them all well.

Thanks also must go to our strong and
eager Elmshurst Parents’ Association Mrs McCabe and Mrs Colebrook - without
these ladies all of the events would not
be possible. From the Pig Roast and
fun games to the huge celebration at
the Ardencote Manor in December, not
to mention the end of term finale of
Commemoration Day which again was a
huge success - it is always a delight to see
so many parents fly in from around the
world to celebrate this special day with us.
My heartfelt thanks to all concerned.
My deepest thanks should go to a number
of people who have contributed heavily to
the success of the House: Mr Noble and
his wife Heather for all of their help and
support, the House tutors again for their
hard work and encouragement, along with
the most important ladies in Elmshurst
Mrs Fallows and Mrs Andrews for keeping
me on task and for their devotion to the
House. My final thank you is for the “Men
of Elmshurst” for just being themselves.
D J Fallows

EDWARDS, B.A., Elmshurst, 2011, School
Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Rugby for
three years, 1st Athletics for two years, 1st
Basketball for one year, three times ESAA
Javelin National Finals, two times NatWest
Schools Cup Winners 2015 and 2016 with
1st Rugby team, Biology Olympiad 2014 /
2015 Commended, Debating, Prep School
Helper, CCF, Sports Scholarship. Bristol Cellular and Molecular Medicine
FU, C.H.F., Elmshurst, 2011, House Monitor,
1st Football, 2nd Football, Gold DofE. UCL Information Management for Business
GURUNG. O.L., Elmshurst, 2009, House
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 3rd Rugby,
4th Rugby, Silver DofE, CCF, Pop and Jazz.
Gap Year
KHASHIEV, R., Elmshurst, 2012, Gold
DofE, Silver Starpack Award, Silver in Maths
Challenge, Silver in Chemistry Olympiad, CCF,
DofE, Robotics, Biodiesel Project. Cambridge
- Natural Sciences (Biological)
KHATIN, N., Elmshurst, 2012, 1st Rugby,
NatWest Schools Cup Winners, 1st Football,
2nd Football, U16B Rugby, Silver and Gold
DofE, Endeavour Award, CCF, DofE, Business
Studies support, Maths support, Music. KCL Business Management or Durham - Business
Management
LERTRUCHTKUL, C.T., Elmshurst, 2014, 1st
Badminton, 1st Table Tennis, Table Tennis
Worcestershire Champions, 3rd Football,
World Politics, Biodiesel Project, Bromsgrove
Service (Charity Shop). Northeastern
University - BM - Entrepreneurship

LEUNG, M.S.K., Elmshurst, 2012, House
Monitor, 1st Basketball (U16 Captain
and Junior West Midlands’ Champion),
Badminton, Gold in the UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge, Gold DofE, CCF. Queen Mary Law
MOBERLEY, H., Elmshurst, 2002, Pre-Prep
Survivor, 1st Cricket, Sports Scholarship.
Oxford Brookes - Sport Coaching, PE and
Business Management
MORGAN, B.E.I., Elmshurst, 2012. Cardiff
Met - Sport Management
OMELCHENKO, A., Elmshurst, 2014, 1st
Football, Football Major Colours. UCL Politics
PALMER, N.B., Elmshurst, 2014. Aberdeen
- Physics
SIRIMONGKOLKASEM, L.T., Elmshurst,
2012, Silver RADA, Gold in Maths Challenge,
Bronze in Chemistry Olympiad, School Maths
Team Challenge, Gold DofE, School Drama
Production. UCL - Natural Science
TROW, T.M., Elmshurst, 2009. Gap Year
WALKER, H.P., Elmshurst, 2005, Prep
School Survivor, School Monitor, House
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Rugby, NatWest
Schools Cup Winners 2015 and 2016, U13
Rosslyn Park 7s Winners, U13 Millfield 7s
Winners, U13 Bromsgrove 7s Winners, U14
and U15 Solihull 7s Winners, U16 Cambridge
7s Winners, 1st Hockey (Fifth Form), U13
National Finals Winners, U16 National
Finalists, 1st Cricket, Chesterton Cup Winners
three times, Swimming, U10 IAPS Winners,
U11, U12 and U13 IAPS Runners-up,
Warwick 100s Medley and Freestyle Relay
2nd place. Athletics, U13 and U15 Athletics
National Finals Javelin, Best Commitment
to School Rugby Award, CCF, DofE, Sports
Scholarship. Bath - Sport and Social Sciences
ZHANG, E.F., Elmshurst, 2012, Gold in
Maths Challenge, CCF, DofE. King’s College
London - Economics and Management
ZHANG, Z., Elmshurst, 2014, House Monitor,
1st Swimming, The Hong Kong Salver Prize
for Swimming, Malvern Hills Decorative and
Fine Arts Society Biennial Three Counties
Sixth Form Art Competition 2015, Martin
Sykes Award for Design Technology 2015,
Bromsgrove Service (DT Community
Projects), Lower Fourth Camp, Inter-House
Swimming, 1.2 Relay. Bath - Architecture

Hazeldene
In September 2015, we opened the doors to the refurbished Hazeldene. Once-empty
rooms soon filled with new sounds: Studies singing at the top of their lungs; peals of
laughter; frantic scribblings of hastily-composed homework; spoons stirring morning
cups of tea. First ‘hellos’ have now turned to final ‘goodbyes’ at Commemoration
Day. Our winning House Song entry, Summertime Sadness, now seems all too fitting
for our Upper Sixth Leavers.
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The Hazeldene Parents’ Association
helped organise and fund many trips and
events this year; I am very grateful for their
continued support and time.

This has been a fantastic year
in Hazeldene. Participating in
Inter-House competitions with
high spirits and competitive
flair, trophies have flocked to
the girls, achieving sporting
accolades - winning in hockey,
rounders, athletics, tennis and
badminton and in music, with
the coveted House Song.

Our eighty-four girls have consistently
thrown themselves into life both in and
outside of the School, from Fashion Show
hosting and modelling to performances
in Sweeney Todd and The Musicians.
The prestigious Housman Verse Prize
has been won by Chloe Walsh, and Holly
Peplow was selected to exhibit her art and
textiles work at Birmingham Museum. In
sport, many of our girls have represented
their School, their counties and even
their country in different disciplines, with
several Lower Fourth students showing
exceptional promise in netball, badminton
and skiing in particular. Academic
successes have been felt throughout the
year, with numerous grades consistently
at 1.3 and below, and many of our Upper
Sixth were awarded Wattell Subject Prizes:
Sophie Greensmith, Harriet Goucher, Olivia
Robbins and Alice Vaughan.

With my start as Houseparent of
Hazeldene came new House events:
we have had inter-study competitions
for decorating noticeboards, creating
music videos and keeping things tidy. We
welcomed the first ever House karaoke
evening, where our girls belted out
numbers from Disney’s back-catalogue
down to some Iggy Azalea and Estelle,
rounding the evening off with a little
Bohemian Rhapsody. We also took our
talents on the road, carol-singing around
neighbouring streets in December to bring
festive cheer and to raise money for our
chosen charity, Birmingham Children’s
Hospital. The donations from this and from
our fantastic Snow Ball Charity Auction in
January helped Hazeldene to raise £1,400
for this incredibly worthwhile cause.
I am very proud of the charitable work
completed by the girls.
Our Sixth Form enjoyed their annual trip
to the Birmingham Christmas Market and
the first House Snow Ball was a magical
evening with dining and dancing in a
winter wonderland setting. The academic
year started with a fanfare and a flurry
of baking, as we held a scavenger hunt
and the first-ever Hazeldene Bake Off
competition, which was won by Maddie
Bache after judging by Mrs Hallows. The
whole House enjoyed a quiz and curry
evening in April, as well as our everpopular hog roast and rounders in June,
even if wet-weather prevented play.

The Monitor team have been an invaluable
support for me in my first year. They
have shown commitment to the House,
whether cheering teams on from the
side-lines, cajoling students to tidy or help
in House, or creating new initiatives. I
would particularly like to thank my Head
of House, Nathalie Plummer and Deputy
Head of House, Jemma Salmon, for their
strong leadership. The TV gardener, Monty
Don, advises that when owning a new
garden, you should wait a year to see what
naturally develops or blooms. One year in,
I am now looking forward to making some
alterations and adding even more pizzazz
to the House. Next year’s Monitor team
will be integral to such changes: Emily
Coleman, Kara Doyle, Charlotte Goodall,
Sasha Johnston, Ellie Miners, Esme
Weston, Emily Whittle have been elected
as House Monitors, with Head of House,
Ellie Moore, and Deputy Head of House,
Josie Wiklund, at the helm.
I would like to thank our Housekeeper,
Zoe Paling, for the sterling work she has
done and the Hazeldene tutor team for
their support and guidance. We sadly say
farewell to Mrs Ebrahim who has been
a dedicated junior tutor and provided
invaluable help during the past five years.
We wish her well for a bright future.
Hazeldeneans, with their fierce loyalty and
friendliness, continue to impress me. I am
looking forward to welcoming new students
next year, and watching the House grow in
strength, fun and integrity.
L McKee

Hazeldene Leavers
BRANTINGHAM, A.L., Hazeldene, 2000,
Pre-Prep Survivor, 2nd Hockey, Debating,
DofE. Durham - Philosophy
BUTLER, L.K., Hazeldene, 2009, House
Monitor, EPQ prize, Silver DofE. Oxford
Brookes - Architecture
COLLIE, B.J.M., Hazeldene, 2011,
Deputy Head of School, DofE Gold, Grade
8 Singing with Distinction, Grade 7 Violin
with Distinction, Grade 6 Saxophone with
Distinction, Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir, Big
Band, Senior Jazz Band, Orchestra, String
Group, DofE, CCF, CCF Band, Flute Quartet,
Tango Band, School Plays, The Chicken Greenpower race team, Music Scholarship.
Liverpool - Music
DAVIS, A.L., Hazeldene, 2011, 2nd Netball,
B Hockey, A Rounders, Senior House
Debating (2015 and 2016), Major Colours
Netball (2016), Headmaster’s Commendation
for Effort Grades, 2015 Prize for Endeavour,
Debating, Debating Matters competition,
Bronze and Silver DofE, Bromsgrove Service
(residential home). Cardiff - Economics and
Finance
DAY, E.N., Hazeldene, 2011, 2nd Netball,
3rd Hockey, 1st Rounders, House Cake
Decorating, Senior Netball Colours, ILM
Leadership award, Staff Sergeant CCF,
Bronze and Silver DofE. Gap Year
ELT, A.G., Hazeldene, 2005, Prep School
Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Badminton
(Captain and School Cap), 1st Tennis, 2nd
Netball, Athletics, Rounders, Swimming, Gold
DofE, Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir. Liverpool
- English and German
GOUCHER, H.S.R., Hazeldene, 2011, 1st
Netball (Captain), A Hockey, A Rounders,
Major Colours Netball, Bronze DofE, Silver
DofE. Bristol - Psychology
GREENSMITH, S., Hazeldene, 2001, PrePrep Survivor, House Monitor, 2nd Netball,
Upper Fourth Art Academic Prize, Minor
Colour Netball, Silver DofE, Pre-Prep Science
Club, Volunteer at Blue Cross (Bromsgrove
Service), Medvet Society. Sheffield - Biology
JENNINGS, T.G., Hazeldene, 2001, Prep
School Survivor, House Monitor, Athletics,
Lunchtime Debating, Senior and Prep School
Drama Productions, Silver DofE. Exeter Politics and Sociology

MASON-TOWERS, A., Hazeldene, 2011,
House Monitor, Hong Kong and Australia
Sports Tour, Biology Olympiad, Institute of
Leadership and Management Level 3 Award,
Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE, Warrant
Officer CCF, Head of the RAF section,
Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir, Choral Society,
founding member and driver of The Chicken
(Greenpower race team), Marmite Gifted and
Talented Society, Bromsgrove Badge Helper,
Lower Fourth Camp Assistant, School Guide.
BUWE - Forensic Science
MOORE, K.A., Hazeldene, 2005, Prep
School Survivor, Cookson Cup for Music
(2011), Expedition Club, European Youth
Parliament, Marmite Gifted and Talented
Society, Chapel Choir, Debating, School for
Scandal (Artrix Production), Sweeney Todd
(Artrix Production). Birmingham - English
and Creative Writing
PAYNE, A.A.R, Hazeldene, 2014, Gold DofE,
MedVet Society. Royal Veterinary College Bioveterinary Science
PLUMMER, N.A., Hazeldene, 2009, Head of
House, CCF, Gold DofE. Plymouth - Marketing
ROBBINS, O.M., Hazeldene, 2011, 1st
Cross-Country, 1st Athletics, 2nd Hockey,
awarded Victrix Ludorum twice, Gold in
Biology Olympiad, DofE. UCL - History
SALMON, J.C., Hazeldene, 2008, House
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, Bronze
and Silver DofE, Fourth Form Production,
Bromsgrove Service. Birmingham - Medicine
SAPSTEAD, I.B., Hazeldene, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, House Monitor, 1st
Netball, Minor Colours and School Cap for
Netball, Academic Scholarship, Pre-Prep
Science, Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE,
Bromsgrove Badge. University of Bristol Spanish
VAUGHAN, A.S., Hazeldene, 2007, School
Monitor, 1st Netball, Minor Colour Netball,
GCSE Art, Spanish, RS and French prizes,
AS level French, Spanish and Latin prizes,
Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE, Languages
Leaders Award, Sports Scholarship, Art
Scholarship, All-Rounder Scholarship.
Cambridge - Modern and Medieval
Languages
WALSH, C.L., Hazeldene, 2014, European
Youth Parliament, Art Scholarship. Edinburgh
- International Relations
WRIGHT, E., Hazeldene, 2014, 1st Netball,
2nd place County Schools 2015, Bromsgrove
Service (Residential Home), Sports
Scholarship. Northumbria - Physiotherapy

Housman Hall
How to sum up a year in a few hundred words, how to capture the hundreds - no
thousands - of incidents, smiles and individual moments from such a memorable
year. The truth is that I can’t. All I can hope to do is summarise a few of the many
memories from this special year.
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I could also highlight the contribution that
the pupils have made to the success of
the School teams. Ben Allotey, Ferdinand
Agu, Ben Herridge, Ko Sakuma, Arseniy
Nekhochin representing the 1st XI football
team this year. Chelsey Small and Ayana
Clarke developing into real leaders of the
girls’ 1st netball team, indeed, Chelsey
was awarded the player of the year trophy
for her efforts. There has been Housman
involvement in the School swimming team
with Wilson Leung, Sirinda Songthumjitti
and Felix Moll-Von Der Wettern
demonstrating outstanding commitment to
their sport.

I could recount the boys’ victories in House swimming and
House table tennis, the spectacular overhead goal from Ben
Allotey that was surely the goal of the tournament. I could
likewise highlight the girls’ success in House netball, their
wonderful performance in the House hockey, despite not having
a single hockey player in their midst. Similarly, with House
swimming and rounders, the girls gave their all with a spirit that
is the very essence of intramural competition.

In tennis Jack Yu, Oleksii Omelchenko and
Cecile von Lenthe have all represented
the School team this year, and there
have been some excellent contributions
to cricket from Joseph Hunt and Ben
Herridge, who was awarded the Fielding
Cup for his part in the 1st XI. In athletics,
Housman girls played a prominent role
throughout the season with excellent
performances from Rasheedat MufutuGambosi, Anastasia Georgievskaya and
Chelsey Small in particular.

No discussion of sport could be complete
without mentioning the phenomenal
success of the 1st rugby team. Seeing
Christophe Fostier, Joseph Hunt and
Connor McStay as part of the squad
who retained the prestigious NatWest
trophy will be a memory that will live
with everyone at Bromsgrove, but it
also reminds us of the hard work, the
determination and the pride with which all
of our pupils perform in School sport.
Sport has not been the only area of
House and School life in which Housman
has excelled. We were proud to see
three Housman Hall pupils, Abbah
Abbah, Funbi Akinsanya and Liberty
Guillamon, take all three places in the
Staff Reading Prize final before Abbah
was declared the winner. In debating, the
House teams performed with insight and
intelligence with Daniyil Kulebyakin and
Funbi Akinsanya making the final. The
pupils’ everyday contributions have been
astounding and helped to make this such
a fantastic year. School debates, moving
informal concerts and carefully crafted
articles for the School magazine have
not only allowed the pupils to express
themselves but they have also enabled us
to witness their phenomenal and varied
talents.

Giving joy to others is part of the fabric
of Housman Hall. Another successful
Random Act of Kindness week and our
annual charity bag packing event allowed
the House to come together in the service
of others and in the spirit of giving.
The contributions of so many pupils to
Bromsgrove Service and to School charity
work has been astounding. Countless
pupils have given many hours to this
aspect of school life and this, perhaps
more than any other, has made me an
exceptionally proud Houseparent of some
exceptional people.

endeavour award, Jordan Lee the House
spirit prize and the Stubbing’s Cup being
presented to Claudia Mir Valero. At the
helm of this team were two fantastic
Heads of House, Deimena Kaukenaite and
Leon Petcharapiracht, who have been a
constant source of inspiration to others.
I know that they will wish every success to
the incoming class of 2017 and the new
Heads of House Daniyil Kulebyakin and
Anamaria Cuza. I am sure that the new
academic year will have many of the same
successes of 2016. I hope that many of
you will be part of this journey too.

Living with this friendly, fun and charming
group has given me a year filled with
immense joy. From hearing the beautiful
sound of pupils playing the piano in the
lobby to watching Monopoly take on a
competitive edge, to just being able to sit
of an evening and chat with pupils has
been a real pleasure. The House Monitor
team have led from the front and have
been exceptional in their enthusiasm,
determination and passion for the House.
It was fitting that the three major prizes
this year were awarded to members of
this the team. Youssef Arafat the House

J Jones
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Housman Hall Leavers
AGU, F.N., Housman Hall, 2014, 1st Football,
Major Colours Football, Bromsgrove Service,
Biodiesel Project. Imperial College - Chemical
Engineering
ALLOTEY, B.E., Housman Hall, 2012. Leeds
- Management
ARAFAT, Y., Housman Hall, 2013, House
Monitor, MUN, Debating, Bromsgrove Service
(Residential Homes), School Radio, Biodiesel
Project. City - Biomedical Engineering
AZMAN, A.L.B., Housman Hall, 2014.
Minerva Schools, USA - Computer Science

GAFAROV, I., Housman Hall, 2014. Warwick
- Economics
GAO, A.Y., Housman Hall, 2012. Nottingham
- Finance, Accounting and Management
GEORGIEVSKAYA, A., Housman Hall, 2014,
1st Athletics, Bronze in Chemistry Olympiad,
Biology Olympiad, Sports Leaders Award.
Brunel - Biomedical Sciences
HA, T.Y.W., Housman Hall, 2012, grade 5
Music Theory, 1st Badminton, Academic
Scholarship. KCL - Physics

BACHVAROVA, M., Housman Hall, 2012.
Bocconi, Italy - Management

HARTO, C., Housman Hall, 2012, Badminton,
Bromsgrove Service, Wattell Prize for Art. UCL
- Architecture

BARINOVA, A., Housman Hall, 2014. Nuova
Accademia di Belle Arti Milano - Product
Design

HO, B.C.C., Housman Hall, 2011, Young
Enterprise, IFS Student Investor, Debating.
KCL - Religion, Politics and Society

BONNAUD SENOT DE LA LONDE, G.V.M.,
Housman Hall, 2014. Reading - Ancient
History

KARAGAYEV, A., Housman Hall, 2013, House
Monitor, 2nd Rugby, Biodiesel Project. Exeter Management & Marketing

BORS, C.P., Housman Hall, 2012. Surrey Chemical and Petroleum Engineering

KAUKENAITE, D., Housman Hall, 2014,
Head of House, RADA, Young Enterprise,
Bromsgrove Service (Residential Homes). LSE
- Management

CHAN, D.C., Housman Hall, 2014, Biology
Olympiad, Dog Sanctuary voluntary work,
Gardening. Ryerson - Biology
CHAN, D.K.H., Housman Hall, 2014,
Biology Olympiad, Gardening, Dog Sanctuary
voluntary work, Music lessons. Bristol Zoology
CHEN, Z., Housman Hall, 2012 CHEN, A.C.,
Housman Hall, 2014, Maths Challenge, House
Badminton, House Baking Competition,
Bromsgrove Service (Charity Shop),
Committee Member for the Chinese Concert.
LSE - Business, Mathematics and Statistics
DAHLE, L.F., Housman Hall, 2014.
International Application
DAVIES, C.P., Housman Hall, 2014, House
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, Gold DofE. Cardiff Business Economics
DEMIDKIN, S., Housman Hall, 2014. Gap
Year
DENG, V.X., Housman Hall, 2014, Warwick Electronic Engineering
DIMITROVA, T.Z., Housman Hall, 2014.
Central Saint Martins - Architecture
DUBOVETS, A., Housman Hall, 2014.
MGIMO, Moscow - Governance and
International Affairs

PETCHARAPIRACHT, L.R., Housman Hall,
2014, House Monitor, Head of House, 3rd
Rugby. JC, Singapore - Business
PORNPRINYA, C.T., Housman Hall, 2014,
Tennis, Badminton, 1st Table Tennis, Winners
of Regional Table Tennis Final, participated
in National Table Tennis Final, Gold in Senior
Maths Challenge. Imperial College London Computing
SANDOK, K.E.W., Housman Hall, 2014,
House Monitor, Athletics, 3rd in County
for Discus, Football, Athletics, Bromsgrove
Service, Squash. Bergen, Norway - Economics
SHAM, W.W., Housman Hall, 2014,
Bromsgrove Service. UCL - Pharmacy
SHI, T.Y., Housman Hall, 2012. LSE Mathematics with Economics
SIU, A.Y.T., Housman Hall, 2014, Tennis,
Table Tennis, Badminton, Swimming,
Bromsgrove Service (Flourishing Fiver), Model
United Nations, Orchestra, String Orchestra,
World Politics. Chinese University, Hong Kong
- Law
SO, V.H.Y., Housman Hall, 2014, Athletics.
Toronto - Economics

KONG, E.W.K., Housman Hall, 2014, 1st
Badminton, Bromsgrove Service. KCL Physics

TYVONYUK, H., Housman Hall, 2014, Silver
in Senior Maths Challenge. LSE - Economics

LEE, J.X.H., Housman Hall, 2014, House
Monitor, 1st Basketball. Gap Year

VOLOBUEV, K., Housman Hall, 2014.
MGIMO, Moscow - Governance and
International Affairs

LI, B.Y., Housman Hall, 2014, Gold in Senior
Maths Challenge 2014-2015, Certificate of
qualification in BMO1 2014-2015, Bronze
in Chemistry Olympiad 2014-2015, Silver in
Chemistry Olympiad 2015-2016, Chinese
Concert, Student Survey with Universities
(volunteer). Imperial College - Mathematics
with Statistics
LLOYD, J.M., Housman Hall, 2012. Gap Year
MAUS, M.H.F., Housman Hall, 2014, House
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, Debating. Gap Year
MIR VALERO, C., Housman Hall, 2015,
House Monitor, Bromsgrove Service
(Residential Homes), Craft. Bath - Business
Administration
OMELCHENKO, O., Housman Hall, 2012.
Surrey - Biochemistry
PEREVOZNIKOV, N., Housman Hall, 2014.
NYU, USA - Social Sciences

WIJNEN. N.E., Housman Hall, 2014, 1st
Athletics, DofE Gold, Bromsgrove Service.
Lancaster - Law
WONG, H.T.H., Housman Hall, 2015,
Flourishing Fiver. Sheffield - Civil Engineering
WONG, P.N.S., Housman Hall, 2012,
House Monitor, grade 8 Piano, CCF, Young
Enterprise. UCL - Information Management for
Business
WONG, P.W., Housman Hall, 2013, House
Monitor, DofE, CCF, Young Enterprise. UCL Information Management for Business
ZIESCHANG, V.I., Housman Hall, 2014,
House Monitor, 1st Athletics, Tennis,
Bromsgrove Service, Choir. Germany Medicine

Lupton
Time travels in divers paces with divers persons.
I’ll tell you who Time ambles withal,
who Time trots withal, who Time gallops withal,
and who he stands still withal.
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Foster who was awarded the School’s
trophy for Best Overall Contribution to the
Extra-Curricular Life of the School - welldeserved for a young man whose positive
attitude and loyal involvement in so many
areas was also recognised at House level
as this year’s recipient of the Brazier Cup.

When discussing the
rebuilding of the House of
Commons Chamber after its
damage in the Blitz, Winston
Churchill stated: “We shape
our buildings; thereafter they
shape us.” As with many of
his quotations, the sentiment
still rings true today and, as
we finish the year in a newly
refurbished Lupton House,
I hope that current and
future Luptonians will share
Churchill’s opinion. Just as he
was keen to renovate rather
than innovate the design of
the Commons Chamber (put
into practice by Giles Gilbert
Scott, the same architect
who was responsible for
our own Memorial Chapel),
so Robothams (the School
architects) have found a way
to lift and refresh The Cottage
with the minimum of structural
upheaval.

The Day Room has always been the
beating heart of Lupton life and now,
with its greater sense of open space, it
is a comfortable and welcoming facility
which has already won the approval of
pupils, staff, parents, Old Luptonians and
a surprising number of interested visitors.
Merely going in or out through one of the
doors now etched with the boar’s head
is already starting to shape all those of a
Reds’ disposition.
Of course, the people within the buildings
also shape us and there have been plenty
of successes to enjoy this year beyond
furniture, bricks and mortar. Reflecting
the academic priorities of most pupils, in
the year’s first Mark Reading, Benedict
Mann and Joe Bellamy were awarded
prizes for the best GCSE performance in
English Language and History respectively;
in the end of year Mark Reading, Joshua
Osborn-Patel won two Lower Fourth
subject awards, whilst Harry Dodworth and
Ben Russell were awarded Lower Fourth
endeavour prizes.

School extra-curricular pursuits, too, have
been strengthened by Lupton talents.
Dominic Hegarty received the John Hedley
Memorial Prize for CCF at Commemoration
for the commitment and pride he has
shown this year in leading the contingent.
Rarely a School musical event has passed
without some contribution from Ben
Adamson, Joshua Osborn-Patel, Archie
Batham-Read, Charles Sapwell, Freddie
Harvey-Gilson and Will Bellamy. Equally,
drama has provided a spotlight for Tom
Anning and Will Porter in the Fourth
Form play and for Aled Luckman and
Edward Shinner (a suitably obsequious
Beadle Bamford) in the major production
of Sweeney Todd, not forgetting several
Lupton members of the backstage crew.
James Bromley and Tristan StephensJones were part of The Chicken electric
car team that won through the regional
finals at Rockingham as best kit car on
the day. Jonty Thornton (School Cap)
and Jonny Howcroft were in the 1st XV
rugby squad that successfully defended
their National title, with Himmat Bhandal
also involved in the earlier rounds of the
competition. Lawrence Hill, captain of golf,
enjoyed his experience of competing in
the European Junior Open in Andalucia,
including a splendid round of seventy on
the second day. However, in defending
his School title, he was pipped in a playoff this year by another Luptonian, Evan
Lewis. Other pupils who have represented
the School at 1st team level this year
have been Morgan Berry and Gabriel
Thornton (hockey), George Hatfield and
Ben Humphries (cricket) and Will Edwards
(tennis), in addition to those in multi-age
squads such as for athletics and golf.
Special mention must also go to Fraser

In House competitions, first mention
should always go to the House Song,
in which Jonathan Howcroft grasped
the nettle of organising, rehearsing and
conducting seventy-five boys in our hearty
version of The Beatles’ Here Comes the
Sun, expertly accompanied by Jake Bolger
and Benedict Mann on guitar, with some
entertaining dancing from the Upper
Sixth and the intervention of Bo Hands
as a rapper leading a segue into Vanilla
Ice’s Ice Ice Baby. We have claimed
victories this year in junior badminton,
junior football and intermediate athletics,
in addition to Nick Papaioannou winning
the trophy for the fastest leg in the 1.2
relay. We endured some narrow losses
in the finals of the senior football, junior
basketball, junior hockey, junior cricket
and junior debating. As ever, other Houses
know that they will have to compete hard
when faced with a Lupton team - such
dogged spirit is all we collectively ask of
anybody who puts on a red shirt for the
cause.
The Lupton Parents’ Association remains
a constant support for our established
calendar of House social events. This year
has been no different with successful
and well-attended evenings enjoying the
quiz night, Lupton Ball, bowling trip, open
mic night and summer party (at which
the Dads’ XI claimed bragging rights
over the Lads’ XI in the cricket). Through
these events, aside from the School’s own
clothes days, Lupton has raised just over
£1500 for charity this year, to be split
between the QE Fighting Skin Cancer
Appeal and Papyrus - causes chosen by
the Upper Sixth pupils.
My thanks go to our superb tutor team,
which has only been strengthened by the
addition of Mr Farnes this year. Sadly,
Miss Keys leaves us for a promotion at
Gordonstoun, where the qualities we
have witnessed will surely shine. The
House simply could not operate without
Angela, whose capacity to provide good

Lupton Leavers
BOLGER, J.P., Lupton, 2014, 3rd Rugby,
Politics, Pop and Jazz, Lupton Open Mic,
Bromsgrove’s Got Talent. Exeter - Politics and
International Relations
EDWARDS, W.A., Lupton, 2007, 1st Tennis,
3rd Football, 3rd Rugby, NVQ3 in Leadership
and Management, Gold DofE, CCF, Debating.
Exeter - Business and Management
FOSTER, F.R., Lupton, 2000, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, House Monitor, 3rd
Rugby, 1st Athletics, ESSA Athletics Finals
(2012 and 2013), Silver DofE, Bromsgrove
Badge Lower Sixth helper, Greenpower team
- The Chicken Electric Car, Backstage Crew
Member of School Production. Loughborough
- Architectural Engineering & Design
Management
HANDS, B.I., Lupton, 2014, 3rd Rugby.
Falmouth - Digital Games
HEGARTY, D.B.F., Lupton, 2010, CCF
RSM, Captain CCF Shooting team, West
Midlands Brigade Skill at Arms Competition,
1st place in the CCF Falling Plate Shoot
and overall CCF and ACF 2nd place Falling
Plate Shoot, participant in two Fourth Form
plays, Bronze DofE, two Kielder Challenges.
Cardiff - Archaeology, also serving as a soldier
(reservist) in the Royal Corps of Signals (37
signals regiment) whilst at university with the
intention of undergoing officer training and
commissioning as a British Army Officer after
university

cheer, admonishment, sage advice and
immediate help in equal measure is
priceless. The Upper Sixth year group
have been small in number but big in
heart on their journey through Lupton.
They have been ably led by the Heads
of House, Jonty Thornton and Jonny
Howcroft, with each adding something
to the mix of loyalty, good humour and
camaraderie that still pervades the House
environment. Like the building, that legacy
can only continue to shape those of us
who return to Lupton in September.
A G McClure

HOWCROFT, J.D., Lupton, 2000, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, House Monitor,
Deputy Head of House, 2nd Hockey, 2nd
Rugby, CCF, DofE. Oxford Brookes - Business
and Management
MATTHEWS, M.J.D., Lupton, 2012, House
Monitor, 2nd Rugby, 1st Cross-Country,
Bronze at District Athletics in Year 10, 1st
Athletics, DofE, Greenpower team - The
Chicken Electric Car. Sheffield Hallam Product Design
MERRICK, F., Lupton, 2008, 3rd Football,
Senior Maths Challenge Gold, CCF, DofE.
Cardiff - Mathematics
SLATER, N.M., Lupton, 2009, Gold DofE.
Sheffield - Biomedical Science
THORNTON, J.A.M., Lupton, 2009, School
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Rugby, 1st
Athletics, NatWest Schools’ Cup Winners
2015 and 2016, Rugby Cap, DofE. Sheffield Chemical Engineering

Lyttelton
As the new Houseparent of Lyttelton this year I was surprised by the warmth and
energy of the boys’ welcome back in September. I quickly saw the mutual support,
devotion and ambition each Lytteltonian has for each other and the House, and
along with the new Lower Fourth cohort, we were instantly accepted into the family.
This ethos is what makes Lyttelton shine and be such a pleasant and enjoyable
home within School for the boys. Long may it continue.
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spirit really hit the mark. Sadly, we could
not retain the winning title, but the boys
certainly gave an impressive performance
with some ground-breaking choreography.
Unfortunately, House Rugby was cancelled
this year, which was disappointing
considering that half of the 1st XV are part
of Lyttelton. We have high hopes for next
year. Through the year there were strong
performances in all House events, with
some very near victories in debating, table
tennis, squash and hockey. Shortly after
the rugby team won at Twickenham, the
Lyttelton senior football Team, made up of
1st XV rugby players, used similar playing
styles to win our first trophy of the year.
And not to be outdone, the juniors beat
Lupton in the final to win the junior House
cricket.
It was exceptional to again have both
the Head and Deputy Head of School in
Lyttelton: Will Lockhart and Alex Nisbet
proved ideal choices for the roles this year,
with Will achieving the most prestigious
of awards at Commemoration Day, the
Cookes Prize.

An initial comfort upon becoming Houseparent was being told
what a superb group the House Upper Sixth were - and they did
not disappoint. A confident, mature and close set of friends,
each with their own uniqueness and talents. Tom Ford fulfilled
the role of Head of House admirably and led superbly, with the
reliable support of Deputy, Harry Ferguson. These two, along
with the House Monitors, Karan Gour, Jacob Harvey and Jack
Weston, have been a fantastic help; I really do appreciate their
efforts and wish them well in their next steps after Bromsgrove.

I have been surrounded by a great team
of tutors who have much experience
in Lyttelton. I am supported by our
Housekeeper Jayne, who has selflessly
given 32 years of service and counting
to Lyttelton and the School. We sadly
say goodbye to Mrs Linehan whose
expertise in English and the written
word has helped many of the boys with
prep, coursework and particularly writing
university applications and personal
statements. Her caring attitude made the
boys feel comfortable whilst she subtly
developed their curiosity, ability to question
themselves and ultimately become selfaware and more responsible young people.
She leaves with our best wishes and will be
greatly missed.
The pride and support the boys have for
Lyttelton has made a year of Inter-House
competitions a joy to be involved in, follow
and spectate. The boys enjoy taking part
just as much as winning, and it gives me
an opportunity to see a wealth of hidden
talents where I don’t expect them. At both
senior and junior level, the roles of team
captains are taken responsibly and all are
keen to take part or encourage from the
side-lines. Our first test of the year came
with House Song, where the inclusive

The many events organised across the
year have been well supported by the
Lyttelton boys and their parents. These
have included a trip to Villa park to watch
Australia vs Uruguay in the Rugby World
Cup, a pizza and quiz night, mince pies
and refreshments after the carol service,
the Burns Night Ball, the Housemaster’s
supper and, to celebrate the leavers, zorb
football and a fish and chips evening.
None of these would have been possible
without the selfless support of the Parents’
Association and we are all grateful for their
efforts and time.
Lyttelton House has this year received its
most major refurbishment in its history.
No-one could deny it was needed, and we
had to endure the disruption of a move
to the old police station for a term, but
what we returned to was an astounding
transformation. Many parents visited
for a guided tour when School returned
after the Easter break to see high spec
furniture and fittings, new carpets and
décor throughout - there was even a new
staircase added to reconfigure the layout.
2015/16 has been a busy academic year
but it has been one filled with progress,
growth and success. I’m sure the boys of
Lyttelton have enjoyed it as much as I have
- and we now look forward another exciting
and productive year ahead.
M Giles

Lyttelton Leavers
FERGUSON, H., Lyttelton, 2007, House
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 1st Rugby,
NatWest Schools’ Cup Winners 2015 and
2016, 1st Athletics, ESAA Finalists (2011,
2012, 2013), U14B Hockey, U15B Hockey,
U15 Daily Mail Cup Semi-Finalist, House
Rugby Winners (2014, 2015, 2016), House
Football Winners 2016, House Swimming
Manager (2012, 2013, 2014), Most Improved
Effort Grades (2013-14), CCF, BTEC, DofE,
Year 6 School Play. Bath - Physical Activity &
Health (MSci)
FORD, T.J., Lyttelton, 2007, School Monitor,
House Monitor, Head of House, U10A, U11A,
U12A, U13A, U14A, U15A and U16A Rugby,
1st Rugby, 2nd Cricket, 2nd Hockey, twice
awarded Biologist of the Half-Term, received
19/20 for my last Geography prep, DofE, CCF.
Bristol - Geography
GOUR, K., Lyttelton, 2007, House Monitor,
U14C Rugby, U14C Hockey, U15B Football,
U14A Cricket, U15A Cricket, 2nd Cricket,
1st Cricket, 2nd Squash, 1st Squash, RAF,
Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE, Scholarship.
Leicester - Medicine
HARVEY, J.J., Lyttelton, 2011, House
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, 2nd Rugby, Bromsgrove
U10 Top Scorer, U16A football, 3rd Football,
grade 6 Trumpet, grade 6 Tenor Horn, Gold
DofE, CCF. UEA - Biological Sciences
JAMES, E., Lyttelton, 2011, 1st Tennis, 1st
Football, 2nd Rugby, 3rd Rugby, 2nd Tennis,
U16A Rugby, U15A Rugby, U14A Rugby,
U14C Hockey, U15A Football, U16A Football,
2nd Football, Minor and Senior Football
Colours, Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE,
Debating, Drama. Bristol - History

LOCKHART, W.G.A., Lyttelton, 2000,
Pre-Prep Survivor, Head of School, School
Monitor, 1st Rugby, U16A U15A and U14A
Rugby, NatWest Schools Cup Winners 2015
and 2016 with the 1st Rugby team, 1st
Athletics, 2nd Hockey, DofE, CCF, Debating,
European Youth Parliament, Scholarship.
Cambridge - Land Economy
LONGDEN, D.W., Lyttelton, 2006, Prep
School Survivor, 1st Hockey, U16 Indoor
National Runners up, U18 National Indoor
Club Champions, U16 Indoor Midlands
Champions, U18 Indoor Midlands
Champions, U13 National Hockey 7s
winners, CCF, Silver DofE. Lancaster Financen and Economics
NISBET, A.R.C., Lyttelton, 2005, Prep School
Survivor, Deputy Head of School, School
Monitor, 1st Cricket (Captain), 1st Rugby
(Captain), NatWest Schools’ Cup Winners
2015 and 2016, U16A Hockey, Gold DofE,
European Youth Parliament, Economics
Target 2.0, Sports Scholarship. Bath Economics
WESTON, J.J., Lyttelton, 2000, Pre-Prep
Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Rugby, NatWest
Schools’ Cup Winners 2015 and 2016, 1st
Swimming, 2nd Hockey, U14 Cricket, U15
cricket, Rugby Cap, Swimming Cap, GCSE
PE Prize, Bronze and Silver DofE, CCF,
Scholarship, Sports Scholarship. Cardiff Medicine
WILKINSON, O.R., Lyttelton, 2011, House
Monitor, 1st Rugby, 2nd Rugby, NatWest
Schools’ Cup Winners. BUWE - Product
Design Technology

Mary Windsor
Life in Mary Windsor this year has been harmonious - the girls have been dedicated
to each and every aspect of House life. Be it effort grades, sport, music, art,
debating or House events; everyone has played their part. Even though the year
started with much change: four new tutors, Mrs Eaton, Mrs Hands, Miss Jung and
Miss Linehan, and a new School timetable to adapt to, these changes were met with
receptive open minds and enthusiasm.
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Mary Windsor Leavers
AMMON, I.C.S., Mary Windsor, 2014, House
Monitor. St Gallen - Economics
BOERSCH, N-S., Mary Windsor, 2013,
School Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Athletics,
House Senior Cup, Bromsgrove Service, Gold
DofE, Medvets, Prep School Mentor. Germany
- Medicine
BRODER, A., Mary Windsor, 2014, School
Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Cross-Country,
Senior House Debating Winner, Debating,
Model United Nations, European Youth
Parliament, Founder of the Pupil Magazine
(Two Zero One), Bromsgrove Service, Staff
Reading, Poetry by Heart. LSE - International
Relations

Our Upper Sixth have been
exemplary, all of whom have
a mature outlook and are very
supportive of each other and
the rest of the girls. Led by
Head of House Nyree Williams
and assisted by Elle Feenan
and Hemlata Limbu, the
eleven strong Monitor team
have ensured the smooth
running of the House and
organised sports teams, charity
fundraising and many other
events.

At Christmas we returned to Grafton Manor
for a formal meal followed by a disco.
We also enjoyed a superheroes party in
September to welcome the new girls,
complete with creative costumes including
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Minions
and Superwoman. Other House events
have included a movie marathon, pizza
and pop nights for the juniors and a
cheese and wine evening for the Sixth
Form. There has been plenty of cooking in
the House, from pancake day and fortune
cookies to girls baking for pleasure at the
weekends. This culminated in a win with
our Space-themed cake for the InterHouse Bromsgrove Bake Off competition.
We have enjoyed many very proud
moments in Mary Windsor this year, sport
has gone from strength to strength, with
1st team hockey players and county
athletics players in our midst. The Lower
Fourth were joint second on Sports Day
and Mary Kuveava was awarded the
Victrix Ludorum. Victory was secured in
both senior and junior House debating
competitions, in tennis, table tennis and
badminton Inter-House competitions.
Olivia Corcoran has been made the
Athletics captain.
House spirit and support is extremely
strong, with the girls going out in all
weathers to take part in the 1.2 relay,
cross country and swimming to name but
a few. With the theatrical performances
of Sweeney Todd and The Musicians, the
girls were busy with rehearsals as well as
helping out backstage and with makeup.

Nyree Williams and Paige Corcoran were
captivating. Lauren Milburn achieved the
RADA award.
The IB girls launched a Windsor Weekly
blog for the School website which gives
a view of the House from the girl’s
perspective - it is informative, funny and a
celebration of the House from a day-to-day
view. The Mary Windsor girls have also
been instrumental in the launch of a new
pupil-led magazine, Two Zero One with
Alia Derriey and Anastasia Broder editing
and Nyree Williams as proof reader. I
recommend you to read them both.
The girls’ work ethic continues to be
excellent and as a result grades have
been superb on every grading session;
many commendations were awarded. Over
two-thirds of the girls have taken public
examinations and I truly hope they gain
the rewards they deserve. Indeed, many
girls won prizes in Routh Assembly, Mark
Reading and at Commemoration for their
superb academic achievements. The
Wattell Prize was awarded to Anastasia
Broder for English and Daria Nasledysheva
for German. Nyree Williams was awarded
the Philip Denham Cookes Prize for Drama
and the Paul Sawtell Trophy for a person
who typifies Bromsgrove school.
House cups were this year awarded to;
Hanna Fastrich (sports), Nyree Williams
(drama), Tiffanie Tseng (music), Polina
Goncharenko (art), Rebecca Reeves
(senior contribution to House life), Lilly
Hillegaart (Langdale Cup for Fourth Form

contribution), Elle Feenan (Wallis Bowl
for effort in the House community) and
Nina-Sophie Boersch (Fazel Cup for Upper
Sixth who has achieved academically and
contributed to House life). Congratulations
to all.
And so to our largest group of Upper Sixth
girls, who have typified House spirit in
every way. Energetic, vivacious, talented,
inspirational and driven, they have made
an indelible mark through enthusiasm,
determination and caring for those around
them. They have enjoyed a very close and
strong bond as they have moved through
their time in the School, and I (as well as
Mary Windsor staff past and present) wish
them lots of love, happiness and success
in the future.
Our Heads of House next year are
Elizabeth Edwards and Rebecca Reeves
assisted by Hanna Fastrich. Oliva Bond
has been made Head Girl and Tiffanie
Tseng will be Senior Boarder.
For their support of all the girls I again pay
tribute to the Mary Windsor tutor team, to
Miss Baker, who lives with the girls and
myself, yet remains cool and collected
at all times and to Miss Fletcher, our
Housemother who looks after us all. All
professional and dedicated people who
contribute so much to the House and
individually to the girls in their care. Thank
you.
T Tweddell

DRILL, V., Mary Windsor, 2012.
Ravensbourne - Product Design
FALLON, P.M., Mary Windsor, 2000, PrePrep Survivor, House Monitor, 3rd Hockey,
Maths Challenge, ILM Leadership and
Management, Young Writers’ Publication, Art
and Academic Scholarship, Bronze, Silver
and Gold DofE, CCF. Exeter - International
Business and Management
FEENAN, E.I., Mary Windsor, 2012, Deputy
Head of House, EPQ, DofE, Bromsgrove
Badge. Bristol - Law

NASLEDYSHEVA, D., Mary Windsor, 2014,
Silver UKMT Certificate, Bromsgrove Service
Award, MUN, Debating, Coding, Bromsgrove
Service. LSE - Finance
POP, I., Mary Windsor, 2011. NYU, USA Social Sciences
VASURKINA, M., Mary Windsor, 2014. UCL
- Economics
WAN, S.M.S., Mary Windsor, 2014, House
Swimming, House Netball, UKMT Maths
Challenge, Bromsgrove Service. Manchester Management (Marketing)
WILLIAMS, N.G., Mary Windsor, 2010,
School Monitor, House Monitor, Head of
House, Senior Boarder, U16B Hockey,
U16C Netball, U16A Rounders, U15B
Hockey, U15B Rounders, Staff Reading
Prize, Victrix Ludorum, GCSE Classics Prize,
Poetry by Heart schools’ round, House
Drama Award, House Contribution Award,
House Debating Award, Multiple major
school productions, Fourth Form plays, Sixth
Form production (Lear inc.), Edinburgh
Fringe, RADA, CCF, DofE, Chamber Choir,
Chapel Choir, Sign Language, Debating,
Pop and Jazz, Shakespeare performance at
Commemoration Concert. UEA - Drama and
English

GONCHARENKO, P., Mary Windsor, 2008,
Debating, MUN, Art. UAL - International
Preparation for Fashion

XIN, B.Z., Mary Windsor, 2014, DofE,
Bromsgrove Service (Knitting). Gap Year

KÖNIG, C., Mary Windsor, 2012. Rotterdam
- IBEB

YAU, C.M.Y., Mary Windsor, 2012, CCF,
DofE, Flourishing Fiver. LSE - Accounting and
Finance

LAU, C.Y.A., Mary Windsor, 2014, Foreign
Language Leaders Award, DofE, participated
in the major drama production of Sweeney
Todd. Durham - LLB Law
LI, I.H.C., Mary Windsor, 2012, Level 3
ILM Award in Leadership and Management,
RADA Bronze Award, RADA Silver Award,
UKMT Maths Challenge Intermediate Bronze
Award and Senior Bronze Award, CCF, Gold
DofE, Debating, Model United Nations,
Marmite Gifted and Talented Seminar, Drama
Productions: School for Scandal and The
Winter’s Tale. UCL - Geography
LIMBU, H., Mary Windsor, 2008, House
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, UKMT
Maths Challenge, Biology Olympiad, CCF,
DofE, Bromsgrove Service, Marmite Gifted
and Talented, Scholarship. Gap Year

ZADA, J., Mary Windsor, 2013, House
Monitor, 1st Tennis, DofE, World Politics,
European Youth Parliament, BoE Target 2.0,
Debating, Bromsgrove Service. Cambridge Human, Social and Political Sciences
ZHANG, A.Y.Y., Mary Windsor, 2011,
School Monitor, House Monitor, Bronze
in UKMT Senior Maths Challenge, Royal
Economic Society Prize, Fashion Show,
grade 3 Guitar, Level 3 Qualification from the
Institute of Leadership & Management, Gold
DofE, Bronze DofE, CCF Sergeant. SOAS Economics and Development Studies

Oakley
In Oakley House our strength is in our uniqueness. This year we have been home to
sixty-five boarders from twenty-one different countries and sixty-five day girls, who
together have worked extremely hard academically, contributed hugely to the extracurricular and shown extraordinary compassion and humanity within the fantastic
community we share. The friendliness and kindness that characterises the House
has proved to be the most powerful drive in our continued success.
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With 130 girls in Oakley, it is impossible to
mention everyone’s individual successes
and achievements from over the course
of the year. So many of the girls have
been involved in music, drama, debating,
Bromsgrove Service, sport, art, DT
and textiles, public speaking, DofE,
Bromsgrove Badge, Young Enterprise,
charity work. Every week there has
been someone pushing the boundaries
and putting themselves outside their
comfort zone. Surely that is what being
a Bromsgrovian and an Oakley girl is all
about.
This year’s Oakley leavers are amongst
the very best and they have had a
tremendously successful year. They have
been excellent role models to younger
years and have worked together well as
a team, despite there being so many
inspirational individuals with their own
separate achievements.

At the end of another fantastic year, our trophy shelf is
looking healthy and the girls’ talents have been extremely well
represented in every aspect of School life. Our departing Upper
Sixth have led by example and have given a huge amount to the
School and House during their time with us.

I am very grateful to the whole tutor team
for their support of the girls and hard
work this year in Oakley and also to our
Housemothers, Mrs Astill and Mrs Pugh,
who have done a wonderful job in looking
after the girls and ensuring the House has
run smoothly.
Academically, Oakley girls have continued
to work hard and achieve highly. We
have enjoyed many sets of outstanding
effort and attainment grades and over
three-quarters of the House have been
commended for excellent averages
below 2.0. This year Headmaster’s
Commendations were awarded to Emily
Smith, Kate Ward, Maddie Barber
Fray, Annie Brown, Shreya Moholkar,
Echo Wang, Phoebe Fletcher, Meghan
McIntosh, Laura Merritt and Lois Beswick.
At our Final House Assembly, Emily Smith
was awarded the prize for best grades
with an outstanding average score of 1.04
over the whole year and Easter Chan was
congratulated for being awarded fifty-three
astounding senior commendations over
the course of the year.

We are extremely proud of the many
Oakley girls who were awarded prizes
at Commemoration, Mark Reading
and Fourth Form Assembly. Many
congratulations in particular to our winners
of Upper Sixth prizes at Commemoration:
Alexandra Evans (Jeffery Lewins Prize for
Technology), Lois Beswick (Geography
and Economics), Emily Smith (Turner
Memorial Prize for Music and Alison
Bramley Memorial Prize for Mathematics)
and in particular to Alexandra Evans who
was awarded one of the Special Prizes, the
Kelly Bicknell Award.
Much thought is given to the winners of
our House Trophies. The girls’ contribution
to School life in general is considered, but
the main emphasis is placed upon the
contribution that the individual has made
to the House and their involvement in it.
This year’s Junior House Cup was awarded
to Ellie Chan, who is always cheerful,
helpful and an enthusiastic supporter
of every House event. She has worked
exceptionally hard and has contributed
hugely to House and School events,
competitions and shown excellent House
spirit. This year’s Senior House Cup was
awarded to Lois and Kirsty Beswick, who
have both made huge contributions to
School and House life during their time

with us. On top of their extra-curricular
and academic achievements they have
found the time to participate in many
House events and most importantly have
led the rest of the House by shining
example. The Kenward Award for House
Spirit was awarded to Echo Wang, who
has shown enthusiasm, support and a
real passion for Oakley this year. She is
cheerful, friendly, always smiling and
laughing and willing to have a go at
anything and everything, setting a good
example to us all.
From each year group we also choose an
individual who has stood out this year for
what they have achieved academically,
whether it be excellent effort, good
progress or absolute dedication and also
for what they have achieved outside
lessons, showing commitment and
enthusiasm in many different areas. We
congratulate Phoebe Fletcher (Lower
Fourth), Christiana Lloyd and Esme Gibson
(Upper Fourth), Dichhya Pun (Fifth),
Andreea Mihaescu and Kate Ward (Lower
Sixth) and Madalina Macadrai (Upper
Sixth).

I would like to thank this year’s team of
House Monitors for their continued support
and commitment to Oakley throughout
the year, with particular thanks to Head of
House, Helga Ritzl, and Deputy Heads of
House, Laura Elliott and Georgina Lord.
I am sure that next year’s Monitor Team
will be equally strong and we congratulate
new Head of House Veronika von Croy and
Deputy Head of House, Kate Ward, who
will be leading the team. We are delighted
that Echo Wang and Dina Körzdörfer were
invited to be School Monitors for next
academic year. We wish them all the best
in their roles. I would also like to thank the
Oakley House Parents’ Association for their
time, enthusiasm and contributions this
year. We are very grateful for their ongoing
support.
As we lined up for Call Over at
Commemoration and I looked back down
the row of excited and smiling faces, it
struck me just how lucky I have been to
have been able to share such important
years of their lives with so many wonderful
girls. Leading Oakley has been a privilege
and a joy and I shall miss it immensely.
However, there are new and exciting times
ahead for the house and I wish the girls
and the staff every happiness as Oakley
continues to work its magic.
T Helmore
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Oakley Leavers
BERWICK, O.L., Oakley, 2009, Bronze, Silver
and Gold DofE. Nottingham Trent - Youth
Studies
BESWICK, K.N., Oakley, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, House Monitor, School Monitor, 1st
Cross-Country, 1st Athletics, Cross-Country
Captain, Athletics Captain, School Cap for
Cross-Country, Athletics Minor Colours, ESAA
National Cross-Country Finals three times,
Most Improved in Cross-Country trophy,
Bronze Senior Maths Challenge, Bronze DofE,
Gold DofE. Exeter - Economics
BESWICK, L.E., Oakley, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Badminton,
Badminton Major Colours, 2nd Tennis, Tennis
Colours, Business Studies Prize during
Mark Reading, Geography Prize during
Mark Reading, DofE, Scholarship. Leeds Geography and Management
BROWN, A.R.H., Oakley, 2014, 1st Hockey
Captain, 2nd Netball, 2nd Tennis, Sports
Scholarship. Exeter - Law
CHAN, C.C.L., Oakley, 2013, Crest Science
Bronze Award, First Aid Qualification, UK
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, Flourishing
Fiver, Bromsgrove Service. UCL - Psychology
ELLIOTT, L.E., Oakley, 2014, House Monitor,
Deputy Head of House. Leeds Beckett Interior Architecture and Design
EVANS, A.L., Oakley, 2007, School Monitor,
House Monitor, grade 8 Flute, Arkwright
Scholarship, Martin Sykes Award for Design
Technology, Flute Group, Bromsgrove Service,
School Concerts. UAL - Product Design
FLEYSHER, E., Oakley, 2011, Athletics,
U16 Netball, DofE Gold, Maths Olympiad,
CCF, DofE, Bromsgrove Service, Drama, IFS
Student Investor Challenge. Exeter - Business
and Management
HO, A.C.S., Oakley, 2012, House Monitor,
Music Scholarship. UEA - Pharmacy
LAU, Z.N.Y., Oakley, 2014, 1st Badminton.
UCL - Urban Planning, Design and
Management
LORD, G.M., Oakley, 2002, Pre-Prep Survivor,
Deputy Head of House, CCF, DofE, Young
Enterprise. Swansea - Business Management
MACADRAI, M., Oakley, 2013, House
Monitor, Athletics, MUN, Drama, Co-Editor
of the Pupil Magazine (Two Zero One).
University of Applied Sciences, Netherlands International Communication Management

OSBORN-PATEL, N., Oakley, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, Biology Olympiad, Flourishing Fiver,
Duke of Edinburgh, Bromsgrove Service
Knitting, Pop and Jazz, Birmingham - Liberal
Arts and Sciences
PRAKAISRIROJ, G.P., Oakley, 2014, UKMT
Gold Certificate, Young Enterprise. LSE Management
RITZL, H., Oakley, 2012, School Monitor,
House Monitor, Head of House, DT Starpack
Competition (Highly Commended, Upper
Fourth), Best in Year for German and DT in
Upper Fourth, Best in Year for German in
Fifth Form, Guiding, DofE Bronze and Silver.
Edinburgh - Civil Engineering
ROGERS, A.C.E., Oakley, 2011, Choir, Flute
Group, Jazz Group, Windband, Orchestra,
Chamber Choir, Music Scholarship.
SMITH, E.J., Oakley, 2007, Physics Olympiad
Silver, Music Competition Brass Winner,
Bernard Hall-Mancey Cup for Music, Music
Colours, GCSE Chemistry prize, Upper Fourth
French and Physics prizes, Upper Fourth
Prize for Best Year’s Work, Chapel Choir,
Chamber Choir, Brass Group, Orchestra,
Scholarship, Music Scholarship. Warwick Computer Science
SOLOMOU, H.T., Oakley, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, House Monitor, Staff
Reading Prize Finalist, Most Improved Drama
award, RADA Bronze, RADA Silver, CCF,
DofE, Young Enterprise Managing Director,
Young Enterprise Advisor, Debating, House
Debating, Drama Productions - Sweeney
Todd, The Winter’s Tale, School for Scandal,
Shockheaded Peter and The Winter’s Tale.
Leeds - Law
SUTHERLAND, O.M., Oakley, 2012, House
Monitor, awarded the Most Improved Drama
Shield (2013), involved in the Housman
Verse Prize, Drama Productions (20132016), Pop and Jazz 2016, DofE Silver, Film
in US ‘Medea’ starring as Medea, MacBeth
playing the lead role at the Birmingham REP,
performed at Osborne Festival, Feature Film
‘Tapestry’ playing Raya. UCA - Acting and
Performance
TARASOVA, D., Oakley, 2011, House Monitor,
CCF (RAF), Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE.
Durham - Business and Management
TAYLOR, H.L., Oakley, 2007, House Monitor,
1st Hockey, 1st Netball, Hockey Player of the
Season, School Cap, CCF, Sports Scholarship.
Cardiff Met - Sport Conditioning, Rehab and
Massage

YAU, M.M.K., Oakley, 2014, Flourishing
Fiver, Young Enterprise. UCL - Information
Management for Business
ZHANG, C.X., Oakley, 2012. Istituto
Marangoni London - Fashion Styling

School House
It feels like so much has changed throughout my first year in School House. The
new Lower Fourth settled in swiftly, contributing to the House in a manner which
awarded many of them their House ties after the first term. The Upper Fourth carry
themselves with more confidence now they are one rung up, and they are the driving
force behind the highly competitive sporting edge within School House.
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School House Leavers
BREWSTER, H.C.T., School, 2001, PrePrep Survivor, House Monitor, Deputy Head
of House, Drama Major Colours, Music
Major Colours, GCSE Graphics Prize, Prep
Headmaster’s Prize, Pre-Prep Courtesy Cup,
CCF RAF Flight Sergeant, Bronze, Silver and
Gold DofE, Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir,
Choral Society, Backstage Crew for CATS and
The School for Scandal, Stage Manager for
The Winter’s Tale and Sweeney Todd, Original
member of The Chicken (Greenpower race
team). Liverpool - Mechanical Engineering
BROWN, N.T., School, 2009. Liverpool Business Management
FLEEMING, S., School, 2000, Pre-Prep
Survivor, CCF, DofE, Greenpower. Worcester
Sixth Form - Further Education

The Fifth Form have perfectly
balanced light-heartedness
and dedication towards
their GCSE preparation. The
current Lower Sixth wear their
suits with pride, showing the
maturity expected from a Sixth
Form student, and the Upper
Sixth provide the constant;
they are the glue that holds
the House together, with their
personalities which shape the
character and men that form
the inspiration and leadership.

I have been blessed with an extremely
strong cohort of Upper Sixth in my first
year as Houseparent. This year, these
pupils have contributed across every
aspect of School life; with two School
Monitors, representatives in the Chamber
Choir, Cadet Force NCOs along with
accomplished performers in Sweeney
Todd and other School concerts, the
Upper Sixth have shown the real breadth
of their ability and skills. As a cohort they
have produced 1st team representation
in rugby, cricket, football and hockey,
showing how a small group of just nine
young men can make such an impact on
Bromsgrove School life.
The Lower Sixth look to follow closely in
the footsteps of their elders. Throughout
the year they have become more
focussed academically, working hard
to set themselves up for their university
applications. Once again the House sees
two School Monitors in its midst, and I
must congratulate Tom Muir and Oliver
Hall for making it into this elite group of
School leaders. I am constantly astounded
by the contributions of School House
pupils, whether it be Alex San for his work
towards Young Enterprise, Edward Drayson
whose team won the close fought Brexit
debate, or the sheer time and effort Luke
Alcock manages to apportion towards his
music, to name but a few.

Congratulations are also due to the new
Monitor team who have worked hard
this year and throughout their time in
the Senior School to impress, and I am
positive that the team I have chosen
for next year, under the lead of Edward
Drayson, will do as fantastic a job.
The Fifth Form have been studious and
business-like in their approach towards
the examination period. The maturity they
have shown in their preparation has been
astonishing. One who deserves special
mention is Ben Carmalt - he has worked
hard in the run up to his GCSEs, and for
his dedication and thoroughness he was
awarded the House endeavour award
at the end of term. Harry Liversidge is
quiet and modest as ever, and it was only
by chance that I stumbled across the
news article with his team photo which
highlighted his impressive performance
in the Mason Trophy. This has been
an impressive cohort who have shown
maturity throughout the year. It is with no
doubt that these young men are certainly
ready to become Sixth Formers.
In the junior years, School House once
again exerts its dominance in swimming.
A white-wash in the junior House
swimming competition meant that other
Houses could only dream of competing
for second place. The Fourth Form have
displayed prowess in many sporting
arenas and I must also congratulate the
hockey and football teams who performed

exceptionally well but could not quite
match their victory in the pool. Shams Ali
Baig has been winning silverware whilst
representing at county badminton, whilst
others recognised in sport are: Jacob
Redden for his services to athletics, and
Euan Vaughan Hawkins, Dan Meredith,
Kameron Bassi, Harry Whitfield, Ben
Turner and Tom Maidment for their effort
and enthusiasm towards cricket.

LLOYD JONES, H., School, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, Head of House,
1st Rugby (2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16),
NatWest Schools’ Cup Winners 2015 and
2016, Swimming Team Year 5-Fifth Form,
ESAA Finals Lower Fourth and Upper Fourth,
IAPS Swimming Champion Years 6-7, Year
6 Best Fielder Award, 1st Hockey (Prep
School), Prep School Bully Buddy, 3rd
Malvern Cross-Country Year 7, CCF, Silver
DofE, Sports Scholarship. Gap Year

Special mentions should also go to those
who have committed such a large amount
of time and effort toward music; Tom
Chapman, Theo Bell, Archie Holder and
Iain Simmons were all commended in the
end of year assembly for their musical
talent and passion, and I took delight
in watching Tom Chapman and Archie
Holder at Pop and Jazz. I look forward to
seeing more from all of these boys.

LYNCH, T.E., School, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, House Monitor, Music Major
Colours, 1st Fencing, Public Schools Fencing
Competition, Leon Paul Junior Series,
National Finals (Épée), U16B Rugby, Fencing
Colours, Year 2 Science Award, Prep School
Prefect, Junior House Debating Champion,
Senior House Debating Champion, School
Junior Debating Cup, English Speaking Union
MACE Debating, Oxford Union Schools’
Debating, Nuffield Research Award, Gold
CREST Science Award, Lee-Smith Cup,
Rugby Commendation, UKMT Distinction,
Housman Society Poetry Competition Finalist,
Bromsgrove Badge, Chapel Choir, Chamber
Choir, Choral Society, String Orchestra,
School Orchestra, School Cross Bearer,
Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE, Marmite
Gifted and Talented Society, AS Fast Track
Physics, Model United Nations, IFS Student
Investor Challenge, House Music Competition
Representative (Violin and Piano), House
Song Conductor, Royal Society of Chemistry
Olympiad Competition Team Captain, Prep
School Fencing Assistant Coach and Referee,
Scholarship. Oxford (Corpus Christi College) Materials Science

The House is always a hive of activity, the
young men of School work hard in lessons,
in the music halls and on the sports
fields, however they always make time to
enjoy the company of each other and the
members of House staff. I am proud to be
Houseparent to this fantastic collection of
young men with such a breadth of talents,
and I am already excited about what the
next academic year will bring.
T Clinton

MAKAR, S., School, 2003, Pre-Prep Survivor,
House Monitor, Senior UK Maths Challenge
(Silver), 8th in England at Discus 2011, Year
2 English Prize, Year 8 Drama Prize, awarded
the School House Endeavour Cup twice,
numerous Drama productions - Mr Jenkins
in The Witches (Fourth Form Play), Reckless
in School for Scandal (Artrix Production),
Albany in King Lear (Sixth Form Production,
taken to Edinburgh Fringe), Judge Turpin
in Sweeney Todd (Artrix Production), Folk
Group, DofE, performed three times at Pop
and Jazz and Bromsgrove’s Got Talent,
performed in the Christmas Concert twice,
Informal Concerts, House Debating twice,
House Song Conductor, Bronze and Silver
DofE, Gifted & Talented. Surrey - Music and
Sound Recording (Tonmeister)
SIMMONS, N.D., School, 2012, 1st Football,
Football Player of the Season Award,
Orchestra, Gold DofE, Scholarship. UCL Medicine
TAYLOR, J.M.A., School, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, School Monitor, House Monitor, 1st
Hockey (Captain), 1st Rugby, 1st Cricket,
NatWest Schools’ Cup Winners 2015 and
2016, Indoor National Hockey Finalists
2014, England U16 Hockey, DofE, Sports
Scholarship. Gap Year
TURNER, J.O., School, 2001, Pre-Prep
Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Hockey,
1st Swimming, 2nd Cricket, 2nd Rugby,
National Champions Swimming IAPS and
ESSA, National Finals Hockey, Daily Mail
Rugby Cup Semi-Final, winner of the Prep
School All-Round Contribution Cup, Biology
Olympiad, Gold DofE, Brass Group, Exhibition
Scholarship. Liverpool - Geography and
Planning

Thomas Cookes
What a year it has been, full of exciting events and, of course, stressful exams. It
has been my pleasure to once again witness the girls change and grow into young
adults. I am mindful of the Upper Sixth who have just left and I know that they
will be missed by both myself and the rest of the House. There was amazing talent
among them and they led the House well.
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In terms of grades we have had some of
the best results ever in Thomas Cookes.
There have been a number of pupils who
have achieved an outstanding 1.2 and
some, namely Ana Babic and Nandini
Bulchandani, who have consistently
achieved a 1.
The year began with our annual cake sale
for Macmillan. One of the new initiatives
was to sell cakes around the Houses on
platters. The result was a fantastic display
and £280 was raised.

We have achieved much in Thomas Cookes this year. As is the
case with most of the day Houses, we have been refurbished. It
is a pleasure to now walk around Thomas Cookes. Pupils utilise
the space much more effectively and they have the ability to sit
and socialise in all rooms. The best room of the House has now
become the kitchen. Not only do you get food here but it is a
really big, beautifully arranged kitchen with the old seventeen
century fireplace to one side.

House Song was a wonderful event.
Olivia Wormald ably led and conducted
the girls in their well-choreographed and
beautifully sung medley comprising of
Walking on Sunshine, Ain’t No Sunshine
and Let the Sunshine In. This resulted in
Thomas Cookes winning the Best Creative
performance award. My thanks must go to
Olivia Wormald and all of the Sixth Form
- but also to Emma Dolan. Emma was
outstanding as she stood on her own and
played the piano to ensure everyone kept
in tune throughout.
In sport many of the girls have participated
in netball and hockey during the winter
months. Kate Morris, Freya Harper
and Katie Burke have been prominent
members of the U14A team who reached
the National Finals. Continuing the netball
theme, I would like to recognise Lauren
Brown’s achievements this term. She has
achieved a place on the Worcestershire
Warriors team and has also been for
England trials.
Thomas Cookes won both the senior and
junior swimming competitions, senior
cross-country and the senior netball.

Our junior swimming team had some
outstanding swimmers with India Hanke,
Kate Morrice, Alice Oliver and Paulina
Geus all performing well. There were
many that made the team and they are to
be congratulated on an outstanding win.
In the senior House swimming many of
the Upper Sixth volunteered to support
Thomas Cookes. It was a fantastic team
effort to win, especially as some members
of the House were out of their comfort
zone. In the senior cross-country Isabel
James, Elouise Brookes and Olivia Turner
were outstanding. In netball Lauren
Brown, Georgina Horsley-Gubbins and
Emma Davis ensured the win for the
House.
Drama has been another focus. Firstly, we
had the Fourth Form play The Musicians
performed in the Drama Studio. Nandini
Bulchandani played a major part and she
was ably supported by both Holly Heslop
and Holly Nichols. The production of
Sweeney Todd was hugely professional
and would not have been out of place
in any London theatre. It had everything
from humour, disaster and death to lighter
topics such as love and spirit. I think for
me it was the enthusiasm and the energy
of the performances that really stood out.
Olivia Wormald was brilliant and she was
supported by Nanci Burbidge.
There have been a few staff changes
in Thomas Cookes. At the start of
term Lorraine Fisher became our new
Housekeeper. She has done a fantastic
job and is always keen to ensure we have
the right supplies for the girls. Laura
Davenport went on maternity leave in April
and we fortunately have Emily Harper
standing in as Deputy Houseparent. We
are also very sorry to say goodbye to Hollie
Barton. Hollie is moving to Oakley House,
but in Thomas Cookes she has been a
fantastic support to all her tutees.
The Parents’ Association have once again
organised some fantastic events this year.
The tea party at the start of term, the
cheese and wine evening, the Oscars Ball,
jazz and Pimm’s on the lawn and lunch
at Commemoration have all been very
successful. They have also contributed to
DVD and pizza nights for the girls as well
as the Christmas dinner and the leavers’
dinner. I would like to thank all involved.

Thomas Cookes Leavers
BABIC, A.C., Thomas Cookes, 2008,
House Monitor, House Grades Cup, BASE
competition, DofE, MUN. Kings College
London - War Studies and History
DAVIS, E.L., Thomas Cookes, 2014,
House Monitor, 1st Netball, Senior Netball
Colours, MUN, Sports Scholarship. Bristol Economics
EDGINGTON, K.L., Thomas Cookes, 2014,
Head of School, School Monitor, Debating
Society, Debating Matters Regional Final,
Choral Society, Chapel Choir, Bromsgrove
Service, Model United Nations, Scholarship.
Cambridge - Law
FRASER, C.E., Thomas Cookes, 2011,
Deputy Head of House, 3rd Hockey, U16B
Netball, CCF, Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE,
Bromsgrove Service, Kielder Challenge. Gap
Year
HENDERSON, A.L., Thomas Cookes,
2001, Pre-Prep Survivor, House Monitor,
Scholarship, 1st Tennis, U16 Hockey, U16
Netball, Academic Scholarship into Sixth
Form, DofE, Pre-Prep Science Club, CCF,
Fundraising for Good Hope Orphanage in
Tanzania 2015, Durham - History
HORSLEY-GUBBINS, G.N., Thomas
Cookes, 2007, Head of House, 1st Netball,
2nd Hockey, Senior Netball Colours, Senior
Hockey Colours, Silver DofE, MUN, Debating.
Cardiff - Business
MADDOX, P., Thomas Cookes, 2000, PrePrep Survivor, House Monitor, 2nd Hockey,
3rd Netball, Netball Colour, Gold DofE. Oxford
Brookes - Architecture

They work very hard to ensure the House
runs smoothly and the girls have a good
time.
Finally, the tutor team in Thomas Cookes
have been outstanding. Many of the
everyday tasks would not be completed
without them and I would like to thank
them for their friendship and support.
K Hannah

MCLOUGHLIN, A.A., Thomas Cookes,
2000, Pre-Prep Survivor, House Monitor, 3rd
Hockey, MUN, European Youth Parliament,
CCF (RAF), DofE, Debating, Bromsgrove
Service. Gap Year
WALTERS, E.M., Thomas Cookes, 2014,
Swimming, Music, Senior House Colours,
Music Concerts, House Events. Royal
Agricultural - Applied Farm Management
WORMALD, O.M., Thomas Cookes, 2011,
School Monitor, Grade 8 Singing, Grade 7
Violin, Grade 7 Piano, Senior Staff Reading
Prize, Housman Reading Competition, Drama
Minor Colours, Music Minor Colours, House
Colours (Junior and Senior), GCSE Drama
Mark Reading, Upper Fourth Music Award,
Fieldfare Challenge, RADA Bronze and
Silver Awards, Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir,
Orchestra, String Group, Big Band, String
Quartet, Choral Society, Pop and Jazz, House
Song Conductor 2014 and 2015 (winner of
Best Creative Performance), Bronze DofE,
CCF, Cast of Shockheaded Peter, Cast of
The Witches, Crew of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Cast of CATS, Cast of The School
for Scandal, Cast of The Winter’s Tale, Cast
of Sweeney Todd, Directorial team of The
Lottery, Cast of Lear Inc. (Edinburgh Fringe
Production), Music Scholarship. Mountview
Academy of Theatre Arts - Acting

Walters
The new academic year began very well, with thirteen new Lower Fourth pupils and
two new tutors very quickly settling into the rhythms of the House. All of our new
joiners contributed superbly to the House and School over the year - well done.
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Best wishes to all of the Upper
Sixth leavers, who have contributed
magnificently to the House over the
past five years. Many thanks and
congratulations to Joe Morrice, who led the
boys with distinction, supported by School
Monitors Ben Davis and Archie Parker,
and House Monitors David Elphinston
and Sam Gilbert. The camaraderie,
good humour and talent of the leavers
marks them out as a superb bunch of
young men. Congratulations to Patrick
Waplington, who was selected as a School
Monitor for the coming year, and who
will lead Walters next term as Head of
House. Best wishes also to Deputy Head of
House Kieran Walker, and House Monitors
Michael Petrakas and Peter Petrakas.

The Inter-House 1.2 Relay squad were successful yet again for the seventh year in a row - with a superb team performance.
Jake Lowe, Hugo Beattie, Cameron Baxter, Morgan Hammond,
Kieran Walker and David Elphinston won the competition in
some style. Another trophy was collected following a fantastic
effort from the senior boys’ cross-country team of David
Elphinston, Jacob Matthews, Daniel Stokes, Matthew Collins,
Daniel Johnson, Kieran Walker and Hugo Beattie (who won the
race overall). There were plenty of other superb performances for
the House in competition throughout the year - many thanks to
all who competed. Another sporting highlight saw Head of House
Joe Morrice helping the 1st XV to the National rugby title for the
second successive year, putting in an outstanding performance
as Bromsgrove defeated QEGS Wakefield in an exciting game at
Twickenham.

The House Song competition saw Walters
perform a fine version of Take That’s
Shine in this year’s weather-themed event.
David Elphinston conducted superbly on
the day, and the boys sang very well, with
fine accompaniment from Jude Wynter,
George Bingham and Dan Johnson.
Jude also found time during the term to
make it through the regional rounds to
the semi-finals of the prestigious BBC
Young Musician of the Year award - an
outstanding achievement.
The Fourth Form play, a hugely impressive
performance of Patrick Marber’s The
Musicians, saw James Beattie and Billy
Dunlop contribute their excellent thespian
and technical talents respectively; well
done to both for their part in what was
another outstanding show. In the School’s
major production of the year, the musical
Sweeney Todd was performed at the
Artrix Theatre. The show was outstanding,
with wonderful contributions from Archie
Parker, Ben Payne, Dan Johnson and
George Bingham. Archie, in his final acting
role at Bromsgrove, put in a sublime
performance as Pirelli, providing some
wonderful comedy to lift a rather dark
storyline. At the end of the year, the Paul
Sawtell award, presented to the person
who has contributed the most to the
extra-curricular life of the School over five
years, went to Archie, whose involvement
in the CCF, the choir and School music in
general, has gone alongside his immense
contribution to Bromsgrove drama.

The Parents’ Association, as always, put
on some excellent evenings throughout
the year, hosting a superb Sixth Form
Ball at Grafton Manor. The PA also ran
the traditional Christmas drop-in and the
summer barbecue, as well as supporting
a pizza night for the boys. Their efforts
continue to bring much to the Walters
family - many thanks to all who have
helped so much again this year.
My thanks to the tutor team for all of their
support of the boys this year. Particular
thanks to our departing staff this summer;
Ms Cronin, who has been with the House
for eleven years and Mr Evans, who was
only with us for a year but who made such
a great impression with the boys. Thanks
also to Mr Banwell, who joined Walters
for a brief stay, and to Ms McWilliams,
who replaced him in January and has
settled in superbly. As always, we must
recognise the contribution of Lesley Gibbs
for all of her efforts for the boys throughout
the year. Very best wishes to Mr Bell,
who takes over at the helm of Walters in
September - I know that the House will
continue to go from strength to strength.
Finally, many thanks to all the tutors
and the boys of Walters who have been
through its doors in the years since I joined
as a tutor in 2004. It has been a source
of great pride to be Houseparent of such
fantastic young people - I leave the House
with many, many happy memories of the
past twelve years.
D G Wilkins

Walters Leavers
CROFT, S.E., Walters, 2009, 2nd Football,
3rd Football (Captain), U16B Rugby, CCF,
CCF CSM, Bronze DofE. Gap Year
DAVIS, B.J., Walters, 2009, School Monitor,
House Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 1st
Squash, 1st Athletics, 4th Rugby, Gym, Effort
prize in Year 7, Music Competition in Year 8
(Drums), CCF, DofE, Squash, EPQ, Jazz Band
in Year 8. Leeds - Law
ELPHINSTON, D.R., Walters, 2010, House
Monitor, 1st Athletics, 1st Football, 3rd
Rugby. Southampton Solent - Football Studies
GILBERT, S.J., Walters, 2007, House
Monitor, CCF, DofE. Aberystwyth - Adventure
Tourism Management
HADLINGTON, E.T., Walters, 2000, Pre-Prep
Survivor, 2nd Football, 3rd Football, BASE.
Reading - Real Estate with an MSC/Diploma
in Urban Planning and Development
HUCKER, J.B., Walters, 2010, 2nd Cricket,
2nd Hockey, 3rd Rugby, 1st Squash, CCF,
DofE. Gloucestershire - Animal Biology
KENDRICK, C.H., Walters, 2006,
Scholarship. Durham - Law

MATTHEWS, J.K., Walters, 2011. Reading Real Estate
MORRICE, J.C., Walters, 2010, School
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Rugby, NatWest
Schools’ Cup Winners 2015 and 2016,
1st Athletics, DofE, Scholarship, Sports
Scholarship. Bath - Natural Sciences
PARKER, A.R., Walters, 2009, School
Monitor, House Monitor, 3rd/4th (Crusaders)
Rugby XV, B Cricket, B Hockey, Gold DofE,
ABRSM grade 4 Singing, Silver RADA
award, Drama Minor Colours, Chapel Choir,
CCF, Colour Sergeant (CCF), Gold DofE,
participated in four Major School Productions,
performed in a variety of musical
competitions, Pop and Jazz. Winchester Media and Communication
STOKES, D.I., Walters, 2011, 1st Hockey,
U16C Rugby, Music Minor Colours, Hockey
Major Colours, Grade 7 with Merit Trombone,
Big Band, Brass Band, Gold DofE, Music
Scholarship, Foundation Scholarship.
Nottingham - American & Canadian Literature
and History

Wendron-Gordon
Looking back over my years at Bromsgrove, it is easy to say that without WendronGordon, with its welcoming community and strong House pride has helped me and
the rest of the Upper Sixth flourish during our time at the School.
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Wendron-Gordon Leavers
BELL, W.H., Wendron-Gordon, 2011, House
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, CCF, Silver DofE. Oxford
Brookes - Business and Management
BRIDGMAN, B.D., Wendron-Gordon, 2008,
House Monitor, 1st Hockey, Hockey Cap,
House Hockey Winners, Bronze DofE, CCF.
Newcastle - Computer Science
COOPER, A.D., Wendron-Gordon, 2006,
Deputy Head of House, 1st Athletics,
participated twice in the ESAA National
Finals, Athletics, Silver for County Hurdles.
Heriott-Watt - Chemical Engineering
GULIEV, R., Wendron-Gordon, 2013, House
Monitor, U16B Football, Debating, Drama
Workshop. Northeastern, USA - Politics and
International Relations

The year started with Inter-House
swimming, and although there are no real
swimmers in the House, every pupil in
the team stepped up. Wendron-Gordon
performed well in junior House basketball,
narrowly losing in the semi-final but there’s
clearly some 1st team basketball hopefuls
of the future. The annual Inter-Boarding
pool tournament took place in late
November, with James Taylor showing true
bravery to beat a girls’ House in the final
and bring home the trophy for WendronGordon

The main highlight of the year was House Song. Though I
wish I could say all those late night rowdy practices paid off,
unfortunately it was not to be this year (Mr Challoner and Mr Bell
will have to wait…again!) Our performance was bold, polished
and finished off with some smooth dance moves from the Upper
Sixth. That said, in a House of more than ninety teenage boys,
the singing was never going to be spot on.

In the Inter-House cross-country, Arseniy
Goncharov put in an impressive run to get
within the top ten. Furthermore, it was also
good to see the 1st XV win the NatWest
Cup for a second year. Congratulations to
Beck Cutting on scoring in the final and
getting man of the match. The highlight
of the House sporting calendar however
was the triumphant senior hockey win,
captained by Upper Sixth Ben Bridgman,
which earned the House a well-deserved
pizza night courtesy of Mr Bell.
Away from the sports field, there have
been numerous academic achievements
in the House. I have lost count of the
amount of times we have averaged
below 2.0 in effort grades. During House
debating, Joseph Ng and Julius Konig left
Walters speechless with a hugely dominant
debate.

Although the boys are the heart and soul
of the House, behind the scenes are a
group of hardworking individuals making
sure that life continues smoothly. Firstly,
our team of cleaning ladies Sylvia, Pauline,
Nicky, Janette, Louise, Jane and Karen
who turn up each day with a huge smile
on their face, and also to Ashley and the
gardeners who work tirelessly to make
Wendron-Gordon look marvelous on the
outside. The tutor team also turn up week
in week out to work late nights making
sure we are on track and progressing
well. Once again, the dream team of Mrs
Batchelor and Mrs Hibell have worked
their magic every day to ensure the House
is kept in line and deal with issues that
arise. On behalf of the gentlemen of
Wendron-Gordon, thank you.
Last but not least, the House is losing
a great asset. Yes, the Upper Sixth are
leaving, but more importantly Mr Bell
is also leaving us. He has survived long
nights, early mornings and laboured to
keep us all heading in the right direction.
We are grateful for his time as our
“Captain”, and yet after years of stressful
Houseparenting, he still has some hair left!
It is truly a pleasure to leave this amazing
House along with him and I am sure his
successor Mr Wilkins will do an equally
great job.
Matt Horner (Head of House)

HORNER, M.J., Wendron-Gordon, 2012,
Head of House, House Monitor, 2nd Rugby,
1st Swimming, 2nd Squash, CCF. Singapore
National Service, then University of Bristol Management
LAM, A.C.H., Wendron-Gordon, 2011,
2nd Rugby, CCF, CCF Band, DofE. City Aerospace Engineering
LAM, D.H.T., Wendron-Gordon, 2013, House
Monitor, 1st Basketball, Bromsgrove Service
(Biodiesel Project, Residential Homes and
Animal Sanctuary), First Aid course, Chinese
Concert. Queen Mary - Biomedical Science
LAM, H.K.H., Wendron-Gordon, 2010.
Durham - PPE
LI, C.C.Y., Wendron-Gordon, 2011, House
Monitor, 1st Badminton, 1st Basketball,
Young Enterprise, DofE, CCF, Bromsgrove
Service, IFS student investor challenge.
Warwick - Accounting and Finance

LI, I., Wendron-Gordon, 2013, U16A
Football, U16B Football, Bromsgrove Service
(Charity Auction and Gardening). Warwick
- Law
LINNE, C., Wendron-Gordon, 2013, School
Monitor, House Monitor, Senior Boarder, 1st
Tennis, 1st Squash, 2nd Football. Warwick International Business
MUTSCHLER, H.A., Wendron-Gordon,
2013, 2nd Football, 2nd Tennis, Bromsgrove
Service (Prep School Boarding). Gap Year
NELLESSEN, T., Wendron-Gordon,
2012, House Monitor, 1st Cross-Country,
2nd Basketball, Biology Olympiad Highly
Commended, Gold DofE. Munich - Medicine
POPOV, I.O., Wendron-Gordon, 2011, 1st
Tennis (Captain), 1st Badminton, 1st Squash,
Bromsgrove Service. Glion University London
- Hospitality Management
TAI, M.C.H., Wendron-Gordon, 2012.
Chinese University, Hong Kong - Architectural
Studies
TANG, P.H., Wendron-Gordon, 2011, 1st
Athletic, 1st Cross-Country, 2015 Hereford
and Worcestershire County Schools Track
& Field Championships U20 400mH
Champion, Senior Maths Challenge Silver
Award, Chemistry Olympiad participation,
CCF, Bronze DofE, Bromsgrove Service
(Flourishing Fiver), Chinese Concert MC and
Committee Member. Queen Mary - Maths
with Actuarial Studies
TAYLOR, J.W., Wendron-Gordon, 2010.
Newcastle - Computer Science
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Commemoration Day
The Headmaster welcomed guests and
extended a vote of thanks to the Head
of Senior School, Mr Hallows, after a
successful first year at Bromsgrove. He
also warmly welcomed the return of the
Bursar, whose stoicism during ill health
had been inspiring, and thanked the
Assistant Head for shouldering such a
significant extra load in her absence.
Praise was bestowed upon all three
Schools, which was confirmed by the ISI
Inspection in February, highlighting that
one of our great strengths remains the
consistency and continuity of education
experienced by Bromsgrove’s pupils of all
ages.
Acknowledgement was made of the
ongoing development of our superb
facilities. The Dining Hall renovation had
been completed, four of our historic Day
Houses refurbished and the International
Centre had taken up new residence in the
Old Police Station.
Looking to the future, construction had
now commenced on a major Performing
Arts project, which will provide all of the
School’s pupils with access to a new
Music School and two new world-class
performance venues: a Concert Hall and
a Studio Theatre, both with seating for
300. Beyond the campus, a merger with
nearby Winterfold House School had
been completed and the Executive were
engaged in a partnership to provide quality
education for students in Shenzhen,
China.
The Headmaster then committed the
remainder of his remarks to the departing
Upper Sixth. In the shadow of the recent
Brexit decision, he drew parallels between
their departure from the relative security of
the School and that of the United Kingdom
leaving the European Union.
In questioning whether they were ready
for such autonomy and independence, he
noted recent statistics which suggested
that the current generation of young
people in the UK are possibly the best
behaved since the rebellions of the
Sixties. The Headmaster proposed that

Thomas Cookes
Sermon

the graduates of 2016 were ready to go it
alone, but urged them to remember that
with autonomy comes accountability.

This year we welcomed the Bishop of
Worcester, the Right Reverend Dr John
Inge, to deliver the Sir Thomas Cookes
Sermon. Dr Inge based his address on his
favourite book, Stephen Pile’s The Book
of Heroic Failures. Though he admitted
that it is not a great classic, it nevertheless
catalogues some of the spectacular
failures in history, which is in complete
contrast to western civilization’s obsession
with success.

Recalling the biblical dictate “From those
to whom much has been given, much
is expected”, he encouraged them to
uphold the values they had gained whilst
at Bromsgrove. To have a sense of justice,
an opinion, courage in their convictions.
They were challenged not to stand on the
sidelines, simply spectators in a virtual
world, not be meek employees or distant
spouses or uncaring passers-by, not be
satisfied with living mediocre, insulated
lives, but to honour their teachers and
parents with the mark that they make in
society, becoming leaders in their world,
whatever world that is and whatever shape
that leadership may take.
The Headmaster then reflected upon
the topic of leadership and, in light of
the events of the Brexit debate, made a
special plea to those who may be drawn
into politics in the future. He urged
them not to follow the example that had
been set during past months in Britain.
Rather, they should hold fast to the traits
of leadership they had heard praised in
Chapel and Routh; humility, honesty,
selfless service, dignity, moral courage.
Whilst history will judge the outcome of the
decision to leave the EU, his generation
had not served them well as role models
for respectful, reasoned, responsible
debate. Thankfully, their generation
already seemed to be showing greater
maturity and he expressed his fervent
hope that they would carry that same
maturity into adulthood.
Finally, the Headmaster concluded with
these words:
“So as you leave, you would do well to
reflect on the words of one of this nation’s
greatest poets, John Donne, who wrote:
No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

No man is an island. Perhaps in our
modern global age, no island is an island
either. From Brexit to Bromsgrove, we
never truly leave any community of which
we have been part. Threads run through
our lives and weave us all together.
My favourite line from our Inspection
report still resonates loudly for me:
“The School is a model of harmonious
coexistence.” Take that thread with you as
you leave and weave it around the globe.
Although you leave us physically
today, yet you still remain. You are Old
Bromsgrovians now and shall be for life.
We are part of you and you of us. In years
to come, your successes will honour those
who taught you. Likewise, Bromsgrove’s
continuing fortunes will be yours in which
to share.
We join your parents now in having a
vested interest in your future.
You may be leaving but we will remain
in you. And you in us. Take your
independence but never forget where it
was forged. Leave, and make us proud.
Thank you.”

He began by quoting a couple of very
humorous examples, one of the Fire
Service’s less than completely successful
rescue of a stranded cat and the second
detailing the exploits of the worst bank
robbers in history; the book has been a
constant source of inspiration for Dr Inge
as he feels that a worthwhile life has its
fair share of disappointments and he
urged the congregation, but in particular
the leavers, not to be afraid of failure. We
should welcome failure and learn from it.
Dr Inge went on to suggest that, in
worldly terms, Jesus might be seen as the
“biggest” failure of all; not only did some
of his followers betray him but the one he
called ‘the Rock’, St Peter (with his mouth
like the Mersey Tunnel) always put his foot
in it. However, God turned this apparent
failure into an amazing success story. He
reminded us that to love is to risk failure,
quoting St Theresa of Avila and William
Arthur Ward’s poem To Risk which ends
with words which have a message for us
all:
“Only a person who risks is free.
The pessimist complains about the wind;
The optimist expects it to change;
And the realist adjusts the sails.”
C Maund
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Tribute to Chairman of Governors,
Stewart Towe
The Headmaster offered the following
tribute to retiring Chairman of Governors,
Mr Stewart Towe, at Commemoration Day
Prizegiving on Saturday, 2nd July 2016:
“As some of you will realise, Mr Towe has
just completed his final presentation of
trophies in his capacity as our Chairman
of Governors. He steps down from that
post today, having served the School as a
Governor for twelve years, the last six as
Chairman. I pay tribute to his wife Ann for
allowing us to command so much of his
precious time and for her own ongoing
support of the School.
An Old Bromsgrovian, Stewart Towe was a
day pupil in Lupton House from 19651970. Even back then, he was no stranger
to leadership, having been appointed
Head of School in his final year. There are
a number of other prescient echoes from
his time as a pupil. The Dining Hall had
just been built when he arrived in 1965.
He leaves having overseen its complete
refurbishment.
He was a serious academic, having been
the recipient of the Wattell Prize for Biology
(1969) and Master’s Reading Prizes
(Junior 1966 and Senior 1969). Perhaps
unsurprisingly then, over the past decade,
our academic reputation has flourished
under his stewardship.

arts. Secretary of the Music Society and
the Literary and Dramatic Society, Leader
of the Choir, and instrumental (if you will
forgive the pun) in a great run of musical
success for Lupton.
So a boy of musical and theatrical
ambition. Jump forward forty years and
we have a man who leaves us having
just commissioned what will soon be two
world-class performing arts venues on our
campus.
In the intervening years between leaving
Bromsgrove as a boy and returning as its
Chairman of Governors, Stewart Towe has
had a stellar career as a businessman
and community leader. I could read
you a remarkable list of success and
contribution, but amongst his many virtues
is a strong sense of humility and I can
already feel his glare burning into my
back.
So let me just say this. Every Headmaster
prays for a Chairman who is strong
enough to keep them honest, trusting
enough to keep them motivated and
wise enough to know when to apply each
quality. Over the past two years, I have
enjoyed the steadfast loyalty, quiet wisdom
and reassuring authority of just such a
Chairman.

Similarly, as a pupil he was a member of
the 1st XV, the 1st VIII Cross-Country team,
the School Polo team and Vice-President
of the Games Committee. As a Chairman,
he has overseen significant investment in
our sporting facilities and a commensurate
rise in our reputation. We are now ranked
the fourth best sporting school in the
nation, and not too bad at rugby.

On this day, forty-six years ago,
Commemoration Day 1970, a young
Stewart Towe was presented with the
Headmaster’s Prize. I would like to reprise
that act now and present our outgoing
Chairman of Governors and long-time
servant of the School with another
Headmaster’s Prize in acknowledgement
of the School’s gratitude and to then invite
him to close these proceedings.”

Yet perhaps the loudest echo emanates
from his early passion for the performing

Peter Clague
Headmaster
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Senior Prize Winners 2016
Wattell Prizes

Other Academic
Prizes

Special Prizes

English
Anastasia Broder

William Ledbrook Prize for Biology
Rashid Khashiev

Senior Boarders
Christophe Linne and Nyree Williams

History
Olivia Robbins

Amphlett Prize for Chemistry
Niall Simmons

Religious Studies
Sophie Greensmith

Philip Denham Cookes Prize for Drama
Nyree Williams

Deputy Head Boy and
Deputy Head Girl
Alex Nisbet and Brittany Collie

German
Daria Nasledysheva

John Hedley Memorial Prize (CCF)
Dominic Hegarty

French
Alice Vaughan

Turner Memorial Prize for Music
Emily Smith

Spanish
Alice Vaughan

Alison Bramley Memorial Prize for
Mathematics
Emily Smith

Latin
Alice Vaughan
Business Studies
Harriet Goucher
Politics
Edward Hadlington
Geography
Lois Beswick
Economics
Lois Beswick
Mathematics
Tommy (Yuntao) Shi
DT: Graphics
Zibo Zhang
Art
Zibo Zhang
Art Textiles
Celina Harto
Physical Education
Jack Bewick
Physics
Rashid Khashiev

Lower Fourth
Subject Prizes

Upper Fourth
Subject Prizes

English
Lauren Court

English
Nandini Bulchandani

Mathematics
Judy Wu

Mathematics
Vanessa Ip

French
Joshua Osborn-Patel
German
Alek Florov

Head Boy and Head Girl
Will Lockhart and Kate Edgington

Spanish
Hannah Pover

Tony Limbert Trophy
James Taylor

Chemistry
Shams Ali Baig

Paul Sawtell Trophy
Nyree Williams
Ben Showell Memorial Rose Bowl
Olivia Wormald

Chaytor Pepper Prize for Classics
(Classical Civilisation)
Abigail Henderson

Kelly Bicknell Award
Alexandra Evans

Jeffery Lewins Prize for Technology
Alexandra Evans

Cookes Prize
Will Lockhart

Biology
Georgia Doohan-Smith
Physics
Pearce Childs

French
Valentina Malagon
German
Lilly-Rose Faulkner-Schutt
Spanish
Timofey Abbasov
Chemistry
Mark Cheng
Biology
Charis Kwan
Physics
Harry Whitfield
History
Alia Derriey

History
Eva Briskin

Geography
Ruby Ngan

Geography
Joshua Osborn-Patel

Business Studies
Vanessa Ip

DT: Graphics
William Edwards

DT: Graphics
Vanessa Chou

Housman Verse Prize
Chloe Walsh

DT: Resistant Materials
Martha Edge

Staff Reading Prize
Abbah Abbah

Art
William Edwards

Junior Staff Reading Prize
Nandini Bulchandani

Classical Civilisation
Kalea Booth
Latin
Georgia Doohan-Smith
Drama
James Beattie
Music
Anya Sharma James

Lower Fourth
Prizes for
Endeavour
and Progress
Alexander Berrow
Maria Danilina
Harry Dodworth
Philippa Nisbet
Benjamin Russell
Orla Walker

Lower Fourth
Prize for the
Best Year’s Work
Georgia Doohan-Smith

Textiles
Cara Houlcroft

Upper Fourth
Prizes for
Endeavour
and Progress

Art
Emily Lou

Archie Holder

DT: Resistant Materials
Ellie Chan

Classical Civilisation
Holly Heslop
Latin
Harry Whitfield
Drama
Nandini Bulchandani
Music
Amy Nolan

Religious Studies
Hayley Yeung

Astronomy
Georgina Muscutt

English as an Additional Language
Jacky Wong

Religious Studies
Christiana Lloyd
English as an Additional Language
Nadya Durova
Physical Education
Ben Turner

James Lord
Champion Pongpaew
Daisy Scott
Jessica Ward
Lorena Zaragoza Dörwald

Upper Fourth
Prize for the
Best Year’s Work
Vanessa Ip
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Salvete

Mark Reading Michaelmas 2015
English Language
Benedict Mann
English Literature
Emily Whittle
English as a Second Language
Svetlana Karicheva
Religious Studies
Kate Goodchild
Mathematics
Trevor Chin Ho Fung
French
Iuliia Gurevych
German
Daniyil Kulebyakin
Extended Project Qualification
Olivia Bond
Geography
Olivia Bond

Spanish
Viktoriya Dimitrova
Art
Ron Tse
Textiles
Ellen Moore
Business Studies
Ellen Moore
Biology
Oliver Hall
Chemistry
Oliver Hall
Physics
Oliver Hall
Latin
Isabel James
Classical Civilisation
Emily Whittle

DT: Graphic Products
Ieva Daujotaite
DT: Resistant Materials
Kate Allely and Matthew Townsend
Drama
Paige Corcoran
History
Joseph Bellamy
Music
Sarah Chapman
PE
Lauren Brown
CCF Best Army Recruit
Timofey Abbasov
CCF Best RAF Recruit
Emily Gieron

Mark Reading Summer 2016
The Don Gibbon Prize for Best
Controlled Assessment
Olivia Bond

The Vivian Anthony Cup for Musical
Contribution
Brittany Collie

The Martin Sykes Design and
Technology Award:

The Janet Cockin Debating Cup
Will Lockhart

Resistant Materials
Ieva Daujotaite

The T.E. Godwin Cup for Most Improved
Junior Speaker
Matthew Hegarty

Graphic Products
Emma Delaney
IB Environmental Systems and
Societies
Karoline Sandok

Most Improved Drama Award
Sam Makar

1st XI Cricket Batting Award
Henry Moberley
1st XI Cricket Bowling Award
James Kinder
1st XI Cricket Fielding Award
Ben Herridge
The Cosier Cup for the Best Girls’ Sports
Team
U14 Netball Team

The Page Cup for Drama
Nyree Williams

The Swatkins Trophy for Commitment
to Girls’ Sport
Alice Elt

IB Theory of Knowledge
Claudia Mir Valero

Staff Junior Reading Prize
Nandini Bulchandani

Outstanding Contribution to Girls’ Games
Hannah Taylor

IB Extended Essay
Joanna Zada

Outstanding Contribution to Bromsgrove
Service
Nina-Sophie Boersch

Sportswoman of the Year
Georgina Horsley-Gubbins

IB CAS Prize
Nina-Sophie Boersch
IB German Language & Literature
Victoria Zieschang
IB Russian Literature
Stepan Demidkin
The Bernard Hall-Mancey Cup for Most
Improved Musician
Tiffanie Tseng

CCF Best Army Recruit
Oscar Gurung

The Swatkins Trophy for Commitment
to Boys’ Sport
Blake Edwards

CCF Best RAF Recruit
Amy Mason-Towers

Outstanding Contribution to Boys’ Games
James Taylor

Overall Contribution to Extra-Curricular
life of the School
Fraser Foster

Sportsman of the Year
Henry Walker

BTEC Sport
Frederick Ferguson

Triple Cap Cup
James Taylor

Elmshurst
Boluwatife Adegbonmire
Julius Braun
Diego Cassina
Giulio Cassina
Joseph Matthews Cheng
Leonardo Corsi
Leonid Goldberg
Yunze Gu
Jacob Harris
Lauri Akseli Ilmanen
Jacob Kleinen
Chi Wai Lai
Jason Ka Ming Lam
Seungjin Lee
Mu Li
Zewei Lin
Amin Makkawi
Dylan Moss
Allin Petz
Weston Rocca Woolsey
Cristian-Constantin Salagor
Murat Shafigullin
Shang Shi
Christopher Sommer
Ka Leung Wong
Huhang Xie
Hazeldene
Millie Gore
Ciara Hughes
Alexandra Scott
Hafsah Suleman
Hannah Williams
Housman Hall
Katherine Jo Akers
Ekaterina Antsiferova
Oluwatosin Attah
Sidikat Olatundun Basorun
Nikita Bedov
Volodymyr Bondarenko
Anhelina Chabanian
Ling Sum Chan
Edward Chitnis
Alyssa Sze Yun Chong
Ka Yan Chu
Dzhulyetta Danielyan
Robyn Davies
George Elliott
Imogen Faulconbridge
Melis Gilroy
Siu Kwan Hung
Elina Ivanova
Maxim Kim
Maria-Luiza Kiryakova
Hei Ting Lam
Yee Wan Lee
Mariam Makhmutova
Ful Miah
Tamino Mindermann
Diana Mir Valero
Maili Negi
Shekinah Obi-Umahi
Osariemen Okunbo

Osarumwense Okunbo
Nina Parisi
Theo Marian Peters
Milyena Raskina
Gian Marco Serra
Yashesh Shah
Yixuan Sun
Altyn Timraliyeva
Jin Long Tsong
Hanting Wang
Shufei Wang
Yaoxi Wei
Thomas Williams
Joshua Hei Yeung
Alina Zhanzakova
Lupton
Thomas Bullock
Alfie Harvey-Gilson
Jack Stirk
Lyttelton
Kyle James
Oliver Lawrence
Joseph Miszkowski
Alexander Smith
Mary Windsor
Charlotte Blessing
Patricia Blessing
Xinhai Cai
Yi Chen
Harriet Fuchs
Gergana Georgieva
Maria Holowinska
Mengqi Hou
Teya Ilieva
Migle Jaugielaviciute
Katharina Knopp
Anastasia Korovina
Swaan Kress
Emma Kunstler
Roxanne Lette
Yiwen Lyu
Chiemella Mgbudem
Lok Yan Natalie Po
Daria Puchkova
Viktoriia Rybak
Emily Schmid
Zhi En Tam
Paulina Torner
Huaying Wu
Xiaoyan Zhao
Yue Zheng
Linni Zhou
Oakley
Ellie Bennett
Nicoleta Boicenco
Jordan Broadhurst
Lana Enotova
Emily Evans
Yeuk Kwan Fung
Ella May Gardner
Georgina Jeynes-Cupper

Aekyeong Kwak
Tiffany Pui Yan Leung
Suet Yi Ma
Corey-Jo McGlynn
Macy Mellor
Tatiana Morikova
Sophie Neville
Cosima Wallentin
School
Lewis Bate-Jones
Omotayo Fapohunda
Thomas Cookes
Elina Agrawal
Holly Bolger
Emily Clark
Lauryn Elliott
Isabel Kemp
Victoria Kemp
Rhea Lester-James
Lauren Neilson-Watts
Katie Parkes
Joeli Smith
Kathleen Taylor
Suzannah Walters
Olivia Watts
Emily Williams
Walters
Robert Bray
Edward Clews
James Cox
James Craven
Ewan Guy
Hugo Hall
Toby Hill
Fahd Janjua
Mohammed Talukder
Wendron-Gordon
Nasser Al-Daajani
Stefan Baditescu
Tim Bamberger
Bennett Brockmann
Ho Lam Chia
Chit Ming Chik
Yau Chun Fan
Louis Große Honebrink
Iskander-Fatulla Guliev
Vladyslav Khrypun
Dean Körzdörfer
Henry Köhler
Shing Hin Lee
Luca Ma
Chun Yin Marcus Ng
Lok Cheung Frank Ng
Ian Tong Pang
Laurin Scherer
Alexander Schranner
Marian Skurtu
Cheuk Hin Sung
Tommaso Vago
Run Yao
Zhengkun Ye
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Destination of Leavers 2016
Surname

University

Subject

Ferdinand Agu
Ben Allotey
Isabelle Ammon
Youssef Arafat
Alya Azman
Ana Babic
Monika Bachvarova
Alexandra Barinova
William Bell
Cooper Bent
Olivia Berwick
Kirsty Beswick
Lois Beswick
Jack Bewick
Nina-Sophie Boersch
Jake Bolger
Ginevra Bonnaud
Cristian Bors
Anastasia Brantingham
Henry Brewster
Ben Bridgman
Anastasia Broder
Annie Brown
Nathaniel Brown
Laurel Butler
Charlotte Cheuk Lok Chan
Daniel Kwan Hang Chan
Alvin Zhan Chen
Jacky Cheuk Ki Cheung
Brittany Collie
Alexander Cooper
Sam Croft
Leo Dahle
Calum Davies
Abbi Davis
Ben Davis
Emma Davis
Ellie Day
Stepan Demidkin
Vivian Xinyu Deng
Tea Dimitrova
Stefan Dorokhov
Victoria Drill
Alexey Dubovets
Kate Edgington
Blake Edwards
William Edwards
Laura Elliott
David Elphinston
Alice Elt
Alexandra Evans

Imperial
Leeds
St Gallen, Switzerland
City
Minerva Schools, USA
KCL
Bocconi, Italy
NABA, Italy
Oxford Brookes
Bath
Nottingham Trent
Exeter
Leeds
Leeds
Germany
Exeter
Reading
Surrey
Durham
Liverpool
Newcastle
LSE
Exeter
Liverpool
Oxford Brookes
UCL
Bristol
LSE
Bath
Liverpool
Heriott-Watt
GAP
International Application
Cardiff
Cardiff
Leeds
Cardiff
GAP
GAP
Warwick
UAL (St Martin’s)
Royal Holloway
Ravensbourne
MGIMO, Moscow
Cambridge
Bristol
Exeter
Leeds Beckett
Southampton Solent
Liverpool
UAL (St Martin’s)

Chemical Engineering
Management
Economics
Biomedical Engineering
Computer Science
War Studies and History
Management
Product Design
Business and Management
Sport and Social Sciences
Youth Studies
Economics with placement
Geography and Management
Management
Medicine
Politics and International Relations with study
Ancient History
Chemical and Petroleum Engineering
Philosophy
Mechanical Engineering
Computer Science
International Relations
Law
Business Management with placement
Architecture
Psychology
Zoology
Business Mathematics and Statistics
Mech with Auto Engineering and placement
Music
Chemical Engineering
GAP
International Application
Business Economics
Philosophy
Law
Economics and Finance
GAP
GAP
Electronic Engineering
Architecture
Biology
Product Design
Governance and International Affairs
Law
Cellular and Molecular Medicine
Business and Management with placement
Interior Architecture and Design
Football Studies
English and German
Product Design

Surname

University

Subject

Portia Fallon
Elle Feenan
Harry Ferguson
Sam Fleeming
Edda Fleyscher
Tom Ford
Fraser Foster
Charlotte Fraser
Calvin Hui Fung Fu
Iskander Gafarov
Anna Yina Gao
Anastasia Georgievskaya
Sam Gilbert
Polina Goncharenko
Harriet Goucher
Karan Gour
Sophie Greensmith
Raul Guliev
Oscar Gurung
Tiffany Yik Wai Ha
Edward Hadlington
Bo Hands
Celina Harto
Jacob Harvey
Dom Hegarty
Abby Henderson
Anna Cheuk Sze Ho
Brendan Chak Ching Ho
Matthew Horner
Georgina Horsley-Gubbins
Jonathan Howcroft
Jacob Hucker
Elliot James
Taome Jennings
Alibek Karagayev
Deimena Kaukenaite
Charlie Kendrick
Rashid Khashiev
Nikita Khatin
Edmund Wan Kit Kong
Christina Konig
Andre Chi Ho Lam
Daniel Hau Tak Lam
Heyward Kwok Hin Lam
Angelina Chi Ying Lau
Zoe Nga Yee Lau
Jordan Xian Hong Lee
Cheque Thanakorn Lertruchtkul
Michael Siu Kong Leung
Barbara Yicong Li
Chris Cheuk Yin Li
Ian Li

Exeter
Bristol
Bath
Worcester Sixth Form
Exeter
Bristol
Loughborough
GAP
UCL
Warwick
Nottingham
Brunel
Aberystwyth
UAL
Bristol
Leicester
Sheffield
Northeastern, USA
GAP
KCL
Reading
Falmouth
UCL
UEA
Cardiff
Durham
UEA
KCL
Bristol
Cardiff
Oxford Brookes
Gloucestershire
Bristol
Exeter
Exeter
LSE
Durham
Cambridge
Durham
KCL
Rotterdam
City
Queen Mary
Durham
Nottingham
UCL
GAP
Northeastern, USA
Queen Mary
Imperial
Warwick
Warwick

Business and Management with placement
Law
Physical Activity and Health
Further Education
Business and Management
Geography
Architectural Engineering and Design Management
GAP
Information Management for Business
Economics
Finance, Accounting and Management
Biomedical Sciences (Biochemistry)
Adventure Tourism Management
International Preparation for Fashion
Psychology
Medicine
Biology
Politics and International Relations
GAP
Physics
Real Estate with Urban Planning
Digital Games
Architecture
Biological Sciences
Archaeology
History
Pharmacy with placement
Religion, Politics and Society
Management
Business
Business and Management
Animal Biology
History
Politics and Sociology with study abroad
Management with Marketing
Management
Law
Natural Sciences
Business Management
Physics
IBEB
Aeronautical Engineering
Biomedical Sciences
PPE
Law
Urban Planning, Design and Management
GAP
Entrpreneurship
Law
Mathematics with Statistics
Accounting and Finance
Law
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Destination of Leavers 2016
Surname

University

Subject

Ira Hoi Ching Li
Hemlata Limbu
Christophe Linne
Harry Lloyd Jones
James Lloyd
Will Lockhart
Dylan Longden
Georgina Lord
Tom Lynch
Madalina Macadrai
Paige Maddox
Sam Makar
Amy Mason-Towers
Jacob Matthews
Michael Matthews
Max Maus
Millie McLoughlin
Fraser Merrick
Claudia Mir Valero
Henry Moberley
Katie Moore
Barney Morgan
Joe Morrice
Henry Mutschler
Daria Nasledysheva
Toby Nellessen
Alex Nisbet
Alexander Omelchenko
Oleksii Omelchenko
Natasha Osborn-Patel
Nicholas Palmer
Archie Parker
Alice Payne
Nikita Perevoznikov
Leon Racht Petcharapiracht
Nathalie Plummer
Isabela Pop
Ivan Popov
Chin Theerathat Pornprinya
Grace Pattaravadee Prakasriroj
Helga Ritzl
Olivia Robbins
Jemma Salmon
Karoline Sandok
Imogen Sapstead
Winnie Wing Sham
Tommy Yuntao Shi
Niall Simmons
Lewis Sirimongkolkasem
Adrian Yik To Siu
Niall Slater

UCL
Geography
GAP
GAP
Warwick
International Business with study abroad
GAP
GAP
GAP
GAP
Cambridge
Land Economy
Lancaster
Finance and Economics with placement
Swansea
Business Management with placement
Oxford
Materials Science
Uni of Applied Sciences Netherlands
International Communication Management
Oxford Brookes
Architecture
Surrey
Music and Sound Recording (Tonmeister)
BUWE
Forensic Science
Reading
Real Estate
Sheffield Hallam
Product Design
GAP
GAP
GAP
GAP
Cardiff
Mathematics
Bath
Business Administration with placement
Oxford Brookes
Sport, Coaching, PE and Business Management
Birmingham
English and Creative Writing
Cardiff Met
Sport Management
Bath
Natural Sciences with year abroad
GAP
GAP
LSE
Finance
Munich
Medical School
Bath
Economics with placement
UCL
History, Politics and Economics
Surrey
Biochemistry
Birmingham
Liberal Arts and Sciences
Aberdeen
Physics
Winchester
Media and Communication
Royal Veterinary College
Bioveterinary Science
NYU, USA
Social sciences
JC, Singapore
Business
Plymouth
Marketing
NYU, USA
Social sciences
Glion, London
Hospitality
Imperial
Computing
LSE
Management
Edinburgh
Civil Engineering
UCL
History
Birmingham
Medicine
Bergen, Norway
Economics
Bristol
Spanish
UCL
Pharmacy
LSE
Mathematics with Economics
UCL
Medicine
UCL
Natural Sciences
Chinese Uni, HK
Law
Sheffield
Biomedical Science

Surname

University

Subject

Emily Smith
Vivienne So
Helena Solomou
Daniel Stokes
Olivia Sutherland
Marco Chung Hei Tai
Pok Hong Tang
Daria Tarasova
Hannah Taylor
James M A Taylor
James W Taylor
Jonty Thornton
Tom Trow
Jeremy Turner
Hanna Tyvonyuk
Marija Vasurkina
Alice Vaughan
Kirill Volobuev
Henry Walker
Chloe Walsh
Elizabeth Walters
Steffi Sin Man Wan
Jack Weston
Nicole Wijnen
Oli Wilkinson
Nyree Williams
Hinson Tsz Hin Wong
Penny Nga Sze Wong
Olivia Wormald
Ellen Wright
Becky Zi Xin
Chloe Man Ying Yau
Mandy Man Kei Yau
Joanna Zada
Ariel Ya Ying Zhang
Candice Xinxiaoyu Zhang
Elvis Fentao Zhang
Zibo Zhang
Victoria Zieschang

Warwick
Canada
Leeds
Nottingham
UCA
Chinese Uni, HK
Queen Mary
Durham
Cardiff Met
GAP
Newcastle
Sheffield
GAP
Liverpool
LSE
UCL
Cambridge
MGIMO, Moscow
Bath
Edinburgh
Royal Agricultural
Manchester
Cardiff
Lancaster
BUWE
UEA
Sheffield
UCL
Mountview
Northumbria
GAP
LSE
UCL
Cambridge
SOAS
Marangoni London
KCL
Bath
Germany

Computer Science
Management
Law
American & Canadian Literature and History
Acting and Performance
Architectural Studies
Maths with Actuarial Science
Business and Management
Sport Conditioning, Rehab and Massage
GAP
Computer Science
Chemical Engineering with placement
GAP
Geography and Planning
Economics
Economics with study abroad
Modern and Medieval Languages
Governance and International Affairs
Sport and Social Sciences
International Relations
Applied Farm Management
Management with Marketing
Medicine
Law (International)
Product Design Technology
English and Drama
Civil Engineering
Information Management for Business
Acting
Physiotherapy
GAP
Accounting and Finance
Information Management for Business
Human, Social and Political Sciences
Economics and Development Studies
Fashion Styling
Economics and Management
Architecture with placement
Medicine
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Claire Lomas. In the Lent term events
included the Senior House Debating
Competition, before the all-important
examination preparation, departmental
support sessions and revision period in the
early part of the Summer term.
Academic and sporting achievements
have continued to be celebrated during all
Head of Year sessions and the Inter-House
events such as swimming, the 1.2km
relay, cross-country races and debating
have been hotly contested. Our musicians
also delighted their peers during informal
concerts.
The Head of Year team would like to thank
Miss Johnston, Miss Leech, Miss Williams,
Mrs Cronin, Ms Densem and Miss Tansley
for organising and helping with the many
sessions throughout the year.

Head of Year
Throughout the Fourth Form Head of
Year sessions, PSHE has been delivered
on topics such as e-safety, careers and
racism with follow-up sessions allowing
pupils the opportunity to explore issues
in greater depth. A little closer to home,
senior members of the Common Room
presented to students including Mrs
Maund on bullying and safeguarding
and Mr Ruben on politics and the world
around us.
External speakers have visited the Lower
Fourths this year, with presentations from
the Teenage Cancer Trust, Loudmouth
Theatre, The Falconry Centre and an
academic lecture from Dr Matt Pritchard
on ‘Surprising Science’.
Upper Fourths enjoyed an interactive
presentation by the Central England
Reptile Rescue and engaged in team
challenges and games whilst learning
about volunteering with the National
Citizen Service.

The Fourth Form as a whole have been
very impressive this year, particularly with
the range of pupils being awarded subject
and endeavour prizes at Mark Reading.
Back in September, GCSE examinations
seemed like a long way off. The reality is
that the year passes quickly and in that
short space of time our Fifth Form pupils
transform into young adults. This year
Mr Hallows, as the new Head of Senior
School, delivered the first Fifth Form Head
of Year speech. Following this, a range of
speakers have provided the year group
with thought-provoking topics including
Old Bromsgrovian Simon Bucknall on
public speaking, Julie Wilkinson on cyber
bullying and anger management, Dr
Whitbread on the 600-year Anniversary
of the Battle of Agincourt and Miss Keys’
expert knowledge of Economics, which,
with her enthusiastic approach, kept the
pupils on their toes. Towards the end of
the first term, thoughts turned towards the
future - Dr Johns delivered an excellent
presentation on the Sixth Form,

Dr Thompson enlightened pupils to the IB
and Mr Dowling spoke about the options
process. Mark Huntington returned to
educate pupils on the opportunities for
study overseas, Old Bromsgrovian Jodie
Poole helped pupils produce CVs and
application letters, and Mr Challoner
explored what it means to be British,
finishing with some of the questions from
the Citizenship test; it turns out that it is
harder than you think!
The Lower Sixth has been a year group
of committed young people from all
corners of the globe who, guided by the
Upper Sixth in their Houses, the excellent
student leadership team and returning
Old Bromsgrovians, have set their mark
early in the Sixth Form. Focusing on
the Next Steps and with the support of
Bromsgrove Futures, pupils have received
talks from Aston University, University
of Birmingham, University of British
Columbia and New York University.
This was supported by the two Higher
Education Fairs which welcomed both UKbased and North American institutions.

With more students taking both IB and
BTEC this year and with the significant
changes to linear A Level, these students
have really embraced change positively
and have flourished in the choices they
have made. They finish the year having
made a very positive impact to the many
aspects that make up Bromsgrove school
life and our community.
The Upper Sixth is a busy time for our
students applying to universities and
preparing for their next steps after
Bromsgrove School. Much of the Head
of Year time is devoted to this important
aspect of Sixth Form life, with tutors
helping to prepare effective university
applications, further advice from Ms Leech
about the UCAS process and international
applications from Mrs Bateman, all
intertwined with presentations by visiting
universities. The Upper Sixth did, however,
pause throughout the year for some
interesting and thought-provoking lectures
about student finance, drugs awareness
and a Christmas lecture by guest speaker

Finally, to our Upper Sixth form leavers:
We thank you for being such a terrific year
group with your vibrant contributions to
School life. We wish you every success
and happiness. Do stay in touch,
especially through the Old Bromsgrovians’
Network which we commend to you, it is
always a pleasure for us to hear news of
how everyone is getting on at university
and in their careers.
S Ascough, F Bateman, F Diver, T Johns
and S Shinn
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A Level, BTEC
and IB
Bromsgrove remains a large and
exceptionally diverse School. Our students
took over 1900 GCSE examinations
and around 1500 qualifications in the
Sixth Form. Our Maths teachers support
students taking their subject at Higher
and Standard Level within the IB as well
as Maths Studies, whilst those taking
the A Level route can sit, in Additional
Further Maths, up to three qualifications,
biasing towards mechanics or statistics
depending on where their interests lie.
Of course all our Fifth Form students
take the IGCSE in the subject and we are
delighted that a half of all these IGCSE
students gained an A*. The pupils the
Mathematics Department cater for have
joined the Senior School in the Lower or
Upper Fourth, Fifth or Lower Sixth and
come from one of forty-eight international
educational systems. This scale and the
variety seen within the School requires
us to offer a genuinely personalised and
bespoke education – our students each
have unique needs.

This summer, once again, it was
reassuring to receive confirmation that
what is being taught and learnt are being
undertaken so successfully.
In the Sixth Form, almost three-fifths
of A Level entries scored at least an A
Grade and five-sixths achieved at least
a B grade. Our cohort of IB Diploma
students averaged an outstanding 38.0
points, equivalent to more than 4 A*s
at A Level and equivalent to an A*/A
rate at A level of 76%. IB results were
consistently strong across all subject areas
as well as the important core areas of the
Theory of Knowledge Course and within
students’ areas of personalised research,
their Extended Essay. Students’ results
in the BTEC Sport qualification remain
exceptionally strong with 34 of the 43
entries achieving a Distinction* equivalent
to an A* at A Level.
Overall, the Upper Sixth achieved the
equivalent of 63% A*/A and 86%
A*/B. These superb results allowed our
leavers to access attractive courses at
competitive universities. Two-thirds of our
leavers went on to study at Russell Group
universities, a third moved on to World
Top 50 universities, with the most popular
destinations being University College
London, Exeter, Cardiff, LSE, Bristol, Bath,
Warwick, Cambridge, Durham and KCL.
Growing numbers are choosing to further
their education abroad at institutions such
as New York University, Toronto, and Hong
Kong University.

Meanwhile our Fifth Formers averaged
63% A*/A and 85% A*/B, the School’s
second best ever headline results at this
level.
The University of Durham allow schools to
measure students’ ability at various entry
levels so that their later achievements
and rate of progress can be judged. Their
analysis suggests, as is invariably the case,
Bromsgrovians last year outperformed the
vast majority of students in other schools
at all age levels whether it be in GCSEs, A
Levels or the IB Diploma.
But it remains the case that the headline
results hide the significant achievements
of many of our students. Our pupils
continue to gravitate towards what many
consider to be the most challenging
of subjects. A third of our leavers had
undertaken significant pieces of extended
research for either the IB’s Extended Essay
or the Extended Project Qualification.
Research topics were chosen on issues
such as the flaws in micro-economic
theory, conservation and in-depth regional
studies considering political and cultural
tensions in East Asia. These topics,
whilst being an eclectic mix, are highly
personalised and often become very close
indeed to students’ hearts.

Bromsgrovians do not merely, in a
calculating way, get their heads around the
requirements of specific examination mark
schemes, although they are absolutely
prepared to study with vigour and purpose
when required to. They can also work with
style, panache and flair. The results they
achieved did not occur distinctly from the
graft that went on before. The qualities of
performance put in by our sports teams,
debaters, musicians and thespians were
often of the highest order – but what is all
the more remarkable is that these sporting
and creative challenges were successfully
undertaken by students who were also
working hard day in and day out on their
academic studies. Bromsgrovians remain,
first and foremost, serious students who
deserve to be taken seriously.
Examinations are not the end point or even
the goal of an education as they serve
only as a marker, helping to articulate
and clarify what knowledge and skills
have been mastered up to that point. The
last academic year was a good one with
outcomes consistently strong across the
board – it is reassuring that the School
continues to successfully nurture our
students’ intellectual lives for the adult
world that awaits them.
P Ruben
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Prep School Activities
Overview of Prep Activities
Activities continue to thrive at the
Preparatory School thanks to both
the extensive variety on offer and the
commitment and dedication of the staff.
Artistic activities continue to be some of
the most popular, with origami, rocket
building, colouring and cake decorating
being added to the always over-subscribed
canvas painting, pottery, textiles, working
with wood and making history. The
fantastic pieces of work the pupils produce
each week are displayed around School for
all to see.
Pupils have also enjoyed a wide array
of alternative sporting options this year
including table tennis, badminton,
football, fencing, karate, clay shooting,
horse-riding, golf and chess. The newly
introduced Ultimate Frisbee is proving
popular with pupils and staff alike.

With the construction of the new
Performing Arts facilities well underway
it is only fitting that our drama-based
activities continue to thrive. The
productions were enjoyed by all, and
the Centre Stage and LAMDA lessons
compliment that perfectly. The LAMDA
results this year were excellent with all
pupils achieving at least a merit on their
performances, and over half of them
gaining a distinction.
All of that is without even mentioning
Forest School, where our youngest
children are thrown into an adventure
involving mud, saws, marshmallows, fire
and a lot of smiles all round. And then
there is cookery; our most popular activity.
Three times a week the smell of anything
from fruit salad to cookies to chocolate
pizza is making mouths water all across
the site.
It has been a fantastic time for activities
and we are looking forward to what next
year brings.
M Turner
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Book Club
“Books are the plane, and the train, and
the road. They are the destination, and
the journey. They are home.”
- Anna Quindlen
“I have always imagined that paradise will
be a kind of library.” - Jorge Luis Borges
The Prep School Book Club runs
approximately once every half term,
meeting in various locations in the Senior
School to discuss books - both new
and classic. This has been an excellent
opportunity for bookworms to come
together and discuss their love of all things
literary. There might have even been some
cake involved!

Charities
The Preparatory School Charities
Committee raised nearly £3,200 through
its annual Charities Week for a cause
chosen by the pupils themselves. The
chosen charity, Birmingham Children’s
Hospital Star Appeal is trying to raise
money to create a centre for children with
rare diseases.
Year 8 pupils organised a variety of events
including games, film nights and the
chance to soak a teacher for £1 – which
as you can imagine was a very popular
option! As a thank you for their generosity
and kindness, the committee were invited
for a tour around Birmingham Children’s
Hospital. Pupils really enjoyed their tours
given by Nancy and James; they saw the
school within the hospital, the play area,
the eye department and the Chapel.

Year 5 pupils organised the bake sale
entirely themselves, and there were so
many cakes kindly donated that a bonus
sale was held to ensure that they were all
eaten!
Members of 8GJ put on a hugely
successful lip sync battle during one
lunchtime. There were some expressive
and passionate performances but the
eventual winner was Sam Adams in 8MB.
Members of 8GJ acted as judges, with the
crowd enjoying the witty remarks from the
panel after each performance.
The level of support this year has been
very impressive, and all of the pupils
involved have been very dedicated and
enthusiastic about the project.
S Cartwright

Earlier in the year the Prep School
collected toys for the Birmingham City
Mission, as well as holding regular
bake sales and a popular lip sync battle
competition.

Reading is a solitary activity but when a
book has moved or stimulated you it’s
natural to want to discuss it with someone
else. A reading group gives you that
opportunity. Also, a group encourages you
to think a bit more about the books you
read - why you like some, hate others.
Unless you’re a critic, when you read a
book you don’t analyse it much. Critics
read books in an entirely different way.
A reading group is a halfway house
between the two approaches, designed to
enhance your reading pleasure.

The students - and teachers - have
thoroughly enjoyed the half an hour
escape, with lively discussions on a variety
of novels including The Boy at the Top of
the Mountain by John Boyne, Wonder by
R.J. Palacio and Animal Farm by George
Orwell.
New friendships have been forged and we
very much look forward to welcoming any
interested pupils next year.
J Holden and S Le Guyader
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Debating Club
Our Preparatory School pupils might
have been too young to vote in the EU
referendum but that did not stop them
discussing it in debating club. Close to
the end of the Summer term, seven Year
6 pupils showcased their skills in front of
pupils with the motion ‘This House would
Brexit’.

Economics Society Classics Club
The Preparatory School held its first ever
Economics Society meeting during the
academic year, led by Miss Keys and her
team of Sixth Form Economists. Years 7
and 8 were faced with some challenges
including how to allocate scarce
resources. They started with the medium
of chocolate and then built up to more
global issues such as housing shortages
and oil prices. Pupils also explored how
the price mechanism can help consumers
make choices and sound decisions. The
session also included some social science
experiments using behavioural economic
theory where the notion of rationality was
explored at length.

After the success of their Hunger Games
session at the beginning of the year,
Classics Club reconvened at the end of the
Michaelmas term with all pupils from Years
7-8 invited to attend Spartan Boot Camp,
the idea being for pupils to see how tough
life was for Spartan school children. This
was a hands-on task, with pupils making
Spartan spears out of broom handles and
cardboard. Further to this, pupils have
enjoyed a session on Harry Potter; they
created potions, spells and charms, whilst
looking at the Latin used at Hogwarts. For
the more sporting, there was also a chance
to sample some Roman Ball Games,
including Expulsim, a cross between
handball and squash.
P Skerratt

The team for the proposition consisted
of: Mustafa Ebrahim, Joshua Graesser,
Yashas Kotekar and opposition: Henry
Scott, George Lam, Christopher Smith and
they were confidently chaired by Harrison
Philpott.
Both sides had undertaken very high
levels of research, and they articulated
their points well. The formal debating
format was followed and the teams had to
respond to questions from the audience.
The Year 6 team were very impressive,
they were not fazed by the excellent
questions posed by their peers. After
some heated discussions the motion was
defeated by thirty votes.
Debating club has run all year on a
Monday lunchtime led by Dr Whitbread
from the Senior School History
Department. It is open to any pupil in
Years 6-8. Pupils in Years 7-8 are also
welcome to attend the Senior School
debates which take place on a Friday
lunchtime.
J Holden
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Forest School
Forest School has gone from strength to
strength. It was originally created from an
area of unused, overgrown wasteland in
2013 when there were just ten children
attending the Saturday activity. Now every
child in Year 3 attends once a week for a
half-term block.
There are currently three Forest School
assistants, who scaffold the children’s
learning with enthusiasm. The support
from parents has been unwavering with
many coming to the open mornings. A
special thanks must go to Mrs Brown and
Mr Rearden who have helped on a weekly
basis.
The children are always excited when it’s
their Forest School day, and they walk
down to the area planning their activities.
Pupils have undertaken a range of

ambitious den building projects, cooked
over the fire making baked chocolate
bananas, bannock bread and pancakes
to name but a few. Wildlife has been
encouraged with planting, creating bug
hotels, and hanging bird feeders.
The future of Forest School is promising
with the lessons being extended into Year
4, and the Saturday activity will now be
open to Year 5 and 6. Further to this, the
area is to be extended; there are exciting
plans to extend the willow maze, build a
tyre swing, make a wooden xylophone and
other adventurous plans that the children
have come up with.
S Dakin

European Day
of Languages

UKMT Junior
Maths Challenge

European Day of Languages was
celebrated with themed classroom
activities and a special lunch in the
dining hall. Years 3 and 4 researched
EU countries, focusing on language and
culture and everyone agreed that the
European cuisine in the dining hall was
delicious.

Excellent results were achieved by our
Year 8 students who took part in the
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust
(UKMT) Junior Maths Challenge in April
2016. This is a prestigious National
competition run by the University of
Leeds aimed at top notch Mathematicians
throughout the country.

C Kippax

Solving the highly challenging problems
requires extensive mathematical
knowledge and extremely good logical
thinking skills. Over 250,000 pupils from
across the UK sat the challenge. All of our
students performed admirably attaining
between them, three gold, eleven silver
and sixteen bronze.
Best in School was awarded to Sanniva
Chang who also qualified for the Junior
Kangaroo challenge, together with Hamish
Schulze. These results are pending.
Very well done and many congratulations
to all who participated.
C Roskell
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EU Referendum
The Preparatory School held their own
EU referendum on 23rd June 2016. The
Prep Library was converted into a Polling
Station for the day and Library monitors
were recruited as counting officers. The
pupils were vocal in their political opinions,
having had lively discussions with their
peers and tutor groups.
The Prep referendum did not reflect the
mood of the country, with 62.1% of pupils
choosing to Remain and 37.9% wanting to
Leave. There were 153 absentations and
one invalid ballot paper.

Year 8
Futures Day
Year 8 enjoyed a varied day of activities
at the Senior School during the last week
of the Summer term. Pupils were taught
about the importance of first impressions
by the Headmaster, essential etiquette by
Miss Scannell and cultural awareness by
Mrs Boonnak. They engaged in a number
of teamwork sessions including Dragon’s
Den and the Kielder team challenge.
Dr Rimmer also led a topical economic
session on the next step for the UK
following the referendum. All groups also
enjoyed Water Zorbing. Year 8 learned the
importance of effective communication
and through all of the activities they
developed their teamwork skills.
J Holden

National
Enterprise
Challenge

Years 7 and 8: Elizabeth Aston, Gemma
Calthorpe, Maddie Chance, James Eaton,
Freddie Fallows, Howie Goldstraw, Lucia
Goodwin, Daniel Grove, Hermione Lawther,
Harry Richards, Annabel Schulze, Iris
Tang, Alexander Williams, JJ Williams.

Year 8 pupils took part in the National
Enterprise Challenge, which was set up by
Theo Pathitis of Dragon’s Den fame.
Groups worked in competition with one
another to come up with a business idea
for an outdoor activity. The day included
a variety of tasks, similar in style to The
Apprentice. The range of ideas was
impressive including zorbing, zip wires and
foot golf. The teams worked efficiently and
effectively to create a poster, get a celebrity
endorsement and create an advert, which
was then presented to the whole of Year
8. The groups were impressive in terms of
management, delegation and delivery.
The panel judged the winning team to be
O.P.S. Survive, with second place going to
Zippability and third to Waterfall.

R Boardman

J Holden and Z Leech

Star Linguists
The Preparatory School Modern
Languages department have selected
several pupils throughout the academic
year who have stood out for excellence in
languages. The winners are not necessarily
the most ablest, but may be those who
have displayed tremendous levels of effort
and enthusiasm.
Years 3 and 4: Kashif Ali-Baig, Lauren
Baker, Beatrix Burman, Rufus Cole, Oliver
Dieppe, Ruby Foster, Tom Grove, Joseph
Kippax, Sebastian Pritchard, Bobby Riley,
Isla Sutherland, Romana Thompson, Maya
Wingfield, Ffion Wright.

Years 5 and 6: Millie Barnes, Luci
Broadhurst, Henry Goldstraw, Thomas
Griffiths, Ben King, Elaine Lin, Sophia
Meadows, Cameron Owen, Cyrus
Passman, Harrison Philpott, Tessa
Pickering, Sophie Pover, Callum Wilkinson,
Megan Wilson

BR OM S G R OV I AN

127

BR OM S G R OV I AN

126

Street Party
The School celebrated Her Majesty The
Queen’s birthday in traditional style
by holding a street party. The special
celebratory lunch was served outside
on trestle tables for pupils in Years 3-6,
whilst pupils in Years 7 and 8 enjoyed
picnics on the grass before Sports Day
at the Ryland Centre. Miss Cadwallader
and Mrs Wingfield together with their
team of helpers ensured that the School
was festooned with bunting. The younger
children all looked wonderful in their red,
white and blue clothing.

NMA Poetry
Competition
Year 8 pupil James Bateman was
announced as winner of the Key Stage
3 category in the National Memorial
Arboretum poetry competition, launched to
commemorate the centenary of the Battle
of the Somme.
James was challenged to write a poem
about a tree that became a poignant
symbol of hope during the Battle of the
Somme - one of the defining events of the
First World War.
The hornbeam tree was the only one
left standing in Delville Wood, northern
France, after the area was flattened during
two months of heavy fighting, nearly 100
years ago.
The competition was judged by a panel of
experts including Tom Wyre, Staffordshire’s
Poet Laureate 2013-14; Spoz Esposito,
Birmingham Poet Laureate 2006/0;
Amerah Saleh, a young spoken word
artist; Katrice Horsley, National Storytelling
Laureate from 2012 – 2014 and Matilda
Houston-Brown, who is currently the
Young Poet Laureate for Staffordshire and
Stoke.
James has won a commemorative
hornbeam sapling and plaque for our
School and a Royal British Legion
Remember the Battle of the Somme 19162016 toolkit.
James’ winning entry can be seen on
the right.

Alone
Alone I stood,
through tree roots and mangled wood.
In the clearing which man
had so barbarically created:
the whistles, the thud of the impact,
the creaks as trees were uprooted.
Only shattered and pulverised wood
remains.
Men’s screams on both sides filled the air
with thick sorrow.
The slight slump as empty shells
disappeared
into the viscous, drenched mud.
Alone I stand.
Nature found a way
to renew the green canopy surrounding me.
Only I remember, only I carry the metallic
scars of War.
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Senior School Activities
Bromsgrove Badge
The Lower Fourth pupils have been
involved in a diverse range of activities as
part of the Bromsgrove Badge programme.
In the first half of the Michaelmas term,
they put on their walking boots and took
part in Malvern Field Day, a challenging
17km walk across the hills. This allowed
the pupils to get to know their peers
outside of the classroom environment,
as well as develop map and compass
skills. All 145 participants demonstrated
enthusiasm, relentless energy and great
determination to fulfil the objectives set for
them.
November began with a six-week internet
and online safety course and after
Christmas, pupils began a rota of activities.
This included photography, web design,
orienteering, public speaking, human
rights issues, healthy eating and nutrition,
all alongside two off-site visits to Aztec
Adventure for kayaking and team building
challenges.
The programme ended in the Summer
term with the annual Lower Fourth Camp
in the Forest of Dean. Pupils camp for
three nights near Symonds Yat, take
part in outdoor pursuits and complete

their practice expedition for the Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award. This year
the weather was not in our favour, but
the pupils were very resilient and made
the camp even more memorable. This
trip has now become firmly established
within the outdoor pursuits programme at
Bromsgrove and has become the highlight
of the year for many pupils.
E Harper
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Bromsgrove
Service
Bromsgrove Service has once again
experienced a great year with new
activities and almost a third of Years 11-13
taking part on a weekly basis. We have
continued to expand our repertoire further
by venturing into the wider community,
building up working relationships with new
contacts such as the Stroke Association
and Rashwood Care Home. Thank you
and well done to all involved for their
continued passion and support.

Stroke
Association
The Stroke Association is a new link which
Bromsgrove Service pupils and staff have
forged, with the hope of engaging with
them in further activities as time goes by.

There are too many activities to detail,
but a snapshot of this year’s progress is
provided here.

At the start of the year students
volunteered to help out at the Stroke
Association Christmas Fair. A number of
pupils helped out as part of IB CAS and
others generously gave up their free time.
They sold items made by Bromsgrove
Service pupils which included preserves,
bunting and Christmas decorations and
organised some games for children too.
Members of the Stroke Association were
invited to Bromsgrove School during the
Michaelmas term to take part in an art
workshop. Miss Barton and Ms Morgans
led the workshop with pupils lending a
hand. Our enthusiastic and creative guests
made tie-dye prints of their own during the
hour-long session, and these were later
unveiled as pieces of art work which have
been put on display.

Crest Awards
Timofei Chernega, Mandy Heung, Alisha
Sethi and Cecilia Lam all presented
their CREST as part of STEM (Science
Technology Engineering and Maths)
projects to Linda Scott (Senior Lecturer
in Science Education and STEM Project
Manager, University of Worcester). The
pupils have worked hard over the past year
investigating projects such as use of water
as a fertiliser, making the perfect pasta,
DIY eco-friendly lip balm and research into
the properties of shampoos.
After the presentations, all of the pupils
gained a silver award. A truly remarkable
achievement.

DT Community
Project
DT Community Projects has produced
a variety of fun projects from creating
a messy play kitchen for Chadsgrove
Special School to large planters for a local
residential home. Students have worked
hard on designing and refining their remits
and the end results have been stunning
and much appreciated.
The students also created a teaching aid
for the Stroke Association which will help
families and stroke sufferers to understand
the impact of a stroke on the different
parts of the brain. All are commended for
their enthusiasm and commitment to this
worthwhile project. Further information
and photos can be found on the
Bromsgrove Service webpage.

J Golightly

Folk Group

Sports Leaders

The Bromsgrove Service Folk group has
been out and about spreading cheer to
local residential homes to great acclaim.
Residents have enjoyed a variety of music
and songs, and following on from the Tea
and Carol event, other homes have also
requested a performance from them too –
so we look forward to busy times ahead for
our Folk Group.

A number of pupils have achieved their
Level 2 National Sports Leaders Awards
and of these, nineteen gained Level 1.
They have been working on coaching skills
and helping to train younger pupils in a
number of sports. All of those involved
have showed commitment and passion,
and communicated a real love for their
sport.

Signing for
the Deaf
Signing for the deaf is a new venture
which has taken off thanks to Dr
Rimmer’s enthusiastic approach and
encouragement. Over 20 pupils have
learnt this tremendous skill which will
enable them to communicate on a range
of topics including being able to sign to
chart songs with youngsters. Bromsgrove
Service hopes to forge links in the
community next academic year and pupils
are now working towards their Level 1
Award in Signing.

Service Blog
Bryony Ralph, Amy Staniland, James
Peutherer, Emily Whittle and Sasha
Johnston have helped transmit
Bromsgrove Service into Cyber Space with
their online blog. The pupils have kept
everyone up-to-date with the numerous
activities and events be it knitting for the
SCUBU, playing music to residents in
care homes, or the biodiesel fuel progress.
It has been lovely to get feedback from
the wider public on the progress of
Bromsgrove Service. You can follow the
blog by visiting http://www.bromsgroveschool.co.uk/bromsgrove-service-blog.aspx
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CAS
CAS is at the heart of the IB, involving
students in a range of activities that take
place alongside their academic studies.
The three strands are characterised as
creativity which helps students to explore
ideas leading to an original product or performance, activity which helps students
engage in a healthy lifestyle and service
which is a collaborative engagement
with the community in response to an
authentic need. CAS broadens the mind,
promotes teamwork and enables students
at Bromsgrove to become actively involved
in matters of international importance as
well as considering issues within the local
community.
There is a high-level of personal choice
involved in the CAS programme and it
often enables students to find an activity
or cause they are really passionate about.
They can use the School’s extra-curricular
programme to support their CAS portfolio
but they can also seek activities and experiences outside of School. This academic
year, IB students have become involved in
many community-based projects and have
thoroughly enjoyed the process. For example, a group of IB students organised a
Christmas event for local elderly residents.
This was a fantastic opportunity for students to work in a team and get involved in
their local community.

Biofuels Project
The Bromsgrove School Biofuels Project
had its genesis in 2011 when after some
laboratory-based research, a small group
of Sixth Form students attempted to
address the question – can we use waste
vegetable oil from the School kitchens
to synthesise biodiesel to augment
hydrocarbon diesel currently used to fuel
school minibuses and improve our carbon
footprint and lower our fuel costs?

Students have supported Bromsgrove’s
Stroke Association and volunteered at
the Stroke Association’s Christmas Fair
and 10K resolution run. Furthermore, a
small group of students volunteered at
the Lickey Hills to complete conservation
work and help Park Rangers keep the
area clean and tidy. Students have also
been active within the School community
raising money with bake sales, arranging
Bromsgrove’s Got Talent as well as organising activities for younger students in the
Preparatory School.
L Hunter

Tea and Carols
Six residential homes attended a
wonderful afternoon of Christmas cheer
which included a quiz, carols and music
provided by the flute group and choir.
Over 60 residents enjoyed tea and mince
pies to get them into the festive spirit
which was ably organised by Rhiannon
Idczak, Olivia Bond, Charlotte Goodall,
Georgy Goodall, Jianfeng Guo, Elizabeth
Edwards, Kara Doyle, and helpers who
undertook the event as a CAS project.
P Woolley

After two years of laboratory work and
the successful testing of a small pilot
plant, we have now built and installed
our own bespoke waste vegetable oil
filtration system with two stage processor
system and integrated dry wash facility.
The processor system was successfully
tested in November 2015 and a batch of
Bromsgrove School biodiesel is ready for
pre-production testing in the Michaelmas
term 2016 prior to the hoped-for full scale
production of up to 2500 litres per annum
from Spring 2017.
The project remains a unique and ongoing
multi-disciplinary challenge for Sixth
Form scientists and potential engineers to
grapple with real problems and enjoy the
thrills of working as part of a team.

This year those up for the challenge
included Ferdinand Agu, Matthew Collins,
Kipras Daujutus, Brian Hui, Elaina Hui,
Angelina Kim, Cecelia Lam and Samuel
Phillips.
M Stone
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Pupils’ Reflections on
Bromsgrove Service
Charity Shop

The Blog

Volunteering in a charity shop was a
big challenge for me at the beginning,
however I did not give up and kept on
working with the team, who have since
become great friends. Talking to the
customers and volunteers from other
schools was a great opportunity for my
self-confidence and growth as a young
person. Overall I enjoyed working in the
shop - it was a new experience which I
will remember for a long time, and I would
recommend it to anyone.

Over the course of the year I have had
to undertake research, plan articles and
conduct interviews around the School. I
have written at least one article every week
and I have definitely developed my writing
skills, as well as the ability to pick out
important and interesting information to
include in the pieces.

Dias Jumabayev

Residential Homes

Flourishing Fiver
The Flourishing Fiver activity has
continued in full force this year. It was
fantastic to see the thirteen students
involved included some who had done
the activity before and wanted the
opportunity to help Primrose Hospice
again. At the start of the year, the students
were provided with £5 each to start their
enterprising initiatives and with this a tour
of the Hospice was given so that they were
able to understand the importance of their
fundraising efforts. For the first time, the
students decided to split into sub teams
(Prep School events, Senior School events
and external events) with the competition
between the groups acting as further
motivation to increase their fundraising
efforts.

Throughout the year, the students have
attended a trade fair in Worcester where
they put on the traditional raffle and
hosted film nights for boarding students in
both the Senior and Prep Schools where
they have sold snacks. Their biggest
success came in the form of the offertory
at the Advent Service and so the team are
very grateful to Rev. Hedworth for allowing
them to be involved.
In total, the team managed to raise £1440.
This is an outstanding achievement which
myself, the rest of the Bromsgrove Service
team and most importantly, the students
themselves, are very proud of. Staff from
the Hospice have expressed their gratitude
and are keen to work with the school to
see how the activity can be developed
further in the future.
J Williams

The Bromsgrove Service Residential
Homes activity was one of my favourite
activities this year. I must admit it was
challenging at times but I never left the
home without having a smile on my face.
The residents never forgot to thank us
for the time spent together, they never
forgot to remind us that our efforts and
commitment is always appreciated and
they never forgot to show their excitement
at our visits each week. It was really nice
to connect with people who could tell you
their life stories. As time went on, this
activity became important to me and it has
helped me to grow as a teenager.
Ann-Marie Ose

Throughout the blog we have been
able to inform others about the service
activities and promote them to the wider
community. We also wrote tweets for the
School account which will have spread the
message further.
The blog has been a very rewarding
activity because we know, from our
research, that Bromsgrove Service has
a positive effect on the people it helps
and we were able to be a part of this by
promoting the work that it does.
Bryony Ralph
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Chemistry Week
The Science Department celebrated
National Chemistry Week with a variety
of activities aimed at challenging pupils’
knowledge of the subject. This ranged
from tutor time quizzes to Flash Bang
shows, crystal growing challenges and the
first Great Bromsgrove Balance Off.
P Woolley

Biology and Chemistry Olympiads
In January 2016 more than 6000 Sixth
Form students from across the UK took
part in the Royal Society of Biology
Olympiad. Of the very best biologists who
entered this competition, only the top 6%
have been awarded a gold medal and
Brian Leung, our own gold medal student,
received an additional gold medal during a
special ceremony in London.
Gold:
Brian Leung
Silver:
Callum Ross and Oscar Chou
Highly Commended:
Olivia Bond and Beck Cutting
Commended:
William Draper-Barr, Anastasia
Georgievskaya, Anna Kovalevskaia,
Miles Rosbrook and Henry Yip

Students from the Physics department
entered the British Physics Olympiad AS
Challenge. This is a National competition
organised by Oxford University and is
aimed at challenging the brightest and
best Lower Sixth physicists across the
country. Students are required to link
together their physics knowledge from
different areas of the subject to solve
complex problems.
Gold:
Oliver Cai and Oscar Chou
Silver:
Jacob Fieret, Danny Guo, Philip Zhang
and Roger Zhao
Bronze 1:
Ana-Maria Cuza and Sam Phillips
Bronze 2:
Benjamin Chen, Oliver Hall and
Svetlana Karicheva
Commendation:
Luke Alcock, Hugo Beattie, Jerry Cui,
Billy Draper-Barr, Stacy Polunina and
Oliver Rogers
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Expedition Club
“Because it’s there”
– George Mallory (1923)
The Expedition Club was formed in 2013
for Bromsgrove School pupils to enjoy the
exhilaration and freedom of adventurous
outdoor activities, such as rock climbing,
abseiling and mountaineering.
This academic year members have
enjoyed several trips to Snowdonia,
learning to climb on outdoor crags and
navigate over mountainous terrain,
been indoor climbing at a centre in
Birmingham, hiked around local areas to
learn basic expedition skills and learnt and
experienced a range of mountaineering
techniques with expert help.

Bromsgrove Challenge
During the 2015 summer holiday the
Lower Fourth were given a number of
challenges to complete: raising money for
a charity, learning a new skill or refining
one, undertaking a cultural experience
and completing a book review. They then
had to produce a reflective presentation
in a format of their choice once they came
back during the 2015/16 academic year.
The aim of the Bromsgrove Challenge
was to introduce pupils to Senior
School activities linking into aspects of
Bromsgrove Service, Duke of Edinburgh
Award, Bromsgrove Badge and IB
Community Action Service. It enabled
pupils to learn new skills, find out about
their strengths and interests and also
provide an opportunity to help other
people.

It was extremely hard to narrow down
the entries to just a few winners as the
standard was so high and the effort and
range of achievements were truly inspiring.
It was a real pleasure to read pupils’
reflections and everyone who took part
should be congratulated on their results.
The following pupils were awarded prizes
and they are also to be congratulated for
raising just under £5,000 in all, for local
and national charities which is a wonderful
achievement.
Best Challenge winners:
Freddie Harvey-Gilson and Abigail Hughes
Highly Commended:
Harry Dodworth, Rorie Dodworth,
Orla Walker and Jude Wynter
Commended:
Dan Ashton, Lauren Court, Olivia Dalby,
Phoebe Fletcher, Ellie Johnson,
Ash Kandola, Sarah Pickering and
Jack Scott

During the Michaelmas term, students
learnt expedition skills such as navigation
and camp craft, with an expedition to
Snowdonia to put these skills into practice.
The Lent and Summer terms were given to
indoor climbing, again with an expedition
to Snowdonia, but this time for outdoor
climbing. Both trips were extremely
enjoyable and a unique experience for
everyone involved.
D Tamplin
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German Café
Sixth Form pupils studying German
enjoyed an evening at The German
Café in Shirley near Solihull. The pupils
spoke German all evening and ate typical
German food. There was also a quiz to
keep them entertained between courses.
M Beet

House Bake Off
The Annual House Bake Off competition
held on Wendron-Gordon and School
House lawn in the sunshine was a real
‘feel-good’ event, with the Senior Houses
decorating their cakes on the theme of
Space. The standard was very high but
there had to be just one winner and the
Headmaster declared Mary Windsor as the
2016 Bake Off Champions.
P Hedworth

Global Back to the
Future Day
October 21st, 2015 was Global Back to the
Future Day. As a reward for a remarkable
start to the Gifted and Talented year,
members of the Marmite Society attended
a special pop-up screening of the movie
on the exact day in ‘The Future’ which
Doc Brown enters into the Delorean in the
movie series. The lack of hoverboards was
compensated for with pizza, popcorn and
cookies and the movie was enjoyed by all.
M Ruben
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Debating Society
Once again the first round of the Central
Region Debating Matters competition
began a successful debating season, with
Will Lockhart and Kate Edgington returning
for a second year, this time accompanied
by Olivia Bond and Billy Draper-Barr. The
team travelled to Leicester University for
the Central Final. Proposing “This House
Would Renew Trident” and opposing “It is
Wrong for Countries to Offer Tax Incentives
to attract Investment”; all four acquitted
themselves well, and for the second year
in succession Will was awarded a prize as
one of the best speakers of the day.
Abbah Abbah and Funbi Akinsanya spoke
with confidence and flair in their debut
debate at South Bromsgrove High School,
proposing “This House Would Arm the
Police” in the competition run by Business
Secretary and M.P. for Bromsgrove, Sajid
Javid.

Kitcar Team
The Greenpower Trust has been working
alongside schools, corporations and
universities for over a decade and helps
promote engineering and motorsports to
a wide range of people. The students at
Bromsgrove School have been getting
better at the challenge as the years have
progressed and after completing another
successful season are looking to become
World Kitcar Champions by the end of
their fourth season.

This season the team raced at
Rockingham, Merryfield and Castle
Coombe and have enjoyed developing the
car with use of 3D printer technology to
help with aerodynamics and an uprated
computer to aid with a balanced battery
discharge. After these finals, the team
again improved their standing and are
currently ranked 49th out of approximately
250 competitors and are now top 5 Kitcar
out of about 100 others.

The third season saw Team Chicken
competing in two finals, one for the title
of F24 champion and the other for Kitcar
Champions - and although the team drove
well and pushed hard, they just fell short
of a podium place.

The students learn about aerodynamics,
basic electronics, teamwork and have
some of the best days out racing a car
around the most historic race circuits in
the UK.
S Broadbent

The elegant nineteenth-century
surroundings of Birmingham’s Council
Chambers hosted a team of nine Lower
Sixth formers in the Regional Finals of
the European Youth Parliament. Debating
various issues of relevance to Europe
today they came close to breaking to the
finals, demonstrating great engagement
and strong speaking skills throughout a
demanding day.
The junior speakers have not been idle this
year; Matthew Hegarty and Harry Nichols
won through to the final of the Midlands
Taylor Trophy debating competition, with
Matthew picking up the award for Best
Speaker of the evening.
Matthew also received a prize for best
Chairperson in the Worcestershire County
Final of the English-Speaking Union
Churchill Public Speaking competition;
Toby Lam was the Speaker, and Harry
Nichols the Questioner. The team were
runners-up in the round, narrowly missing
out on a place in the regional final.
In the inter-house debating competitions,
Mary Windsor dominated, with Nyree
Williams and Anastasia Broder winning the
Senior Inter-House Debating and Scarlett
Bond and Vanessa Ip the Junior InterHouse.

As recognition of his commitment and
achievements over the past years, Will
Lockhart receives the Janet Cockin
Debating cup while the T.E.Godwin Trophy
goes to Matthew Hegarty. Major Colours
are awarded to Kate Edgington and
Anastasia Broder.
Away from the debating circuit, Nandini
Bulchandani and Timofey Abbasov
represented the school at the County
Finals of the National Poetry by Heart
recitation competition at the lovely
mediaeval Burgage Hall in Ledbury. They
each recited two poems from memory,
showcasing a range of pre- and post-1900
literature. The judges commended both,
and Nandini was awarded the runner-up
prize – a real achievement given that she
was competing against sixth formers from
school across Hereford and Worcester.
Both recited beautifully in front of the
school in Routh, Tim performing W.E.
Henley’s “Invictus” and Nandini Alun
Lewis’ “Goodbye”.
K Linehan
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Language Leaders
Bromsgrove Service pupils passed their
Language Leader Level One Award which
is a nationally accredited scheme. Pupils
planned and delivered extra-curricular
Modern Languages lessons to Preparatory
School pupils using a variety of strategies
and media. The standard was particularly
high and our students were commended
for the excellent delivery, innovation and
pace of their lessons.
Well done to Leonard Dahle, Angelina
Lau, Isabella Pop, Alice Vaughan, Marija
Vasurkina and Joanna Zada.
J Golightly

Lower Fourth
Induction
New Lower Fourth pupils (joining in
September 2016) enjoyed their induction
activities at Bromsgrove which included
making a rocket launcher and designing
their own House crests.
Well done to Oakley House pupils on
winning the ‘design a crest’ competition
and to Thomas Cookes whose rocket was
launched the furthest across the green!

Inspire 16
Competition
Artwork by Sonia Tam and Holly Peplow
was exhibited in the Gas Hall Gallery at
the Birmingham Museum, as part of the
Inspire 16 competition and exhibition over
the summer.
Sonia Tam won first prize with her mixed
media piece combining portraiture and
cityscape, which communicates the
complexity of the relationship between
people and place.
Holly Peplow received Highly Commended
for her textile work.
S McWilliams
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MUN
There has been much fruitful debate
in Model United Nations this year,
with over thirty students representing
various member states at three separate
conferences.
At the first one-day conference at the
London Oratory School, students tackled
prevalent issues such as the use of
chemical weapons by ISIS and the
imprisonment and social rehabilitation
of minors. Delegates represented South
Korea and Iran superbly, with several
raising points of information and taking the
floor in the General Assembly.

Socks and Chocs
National
Citizen Service
Senior School pupils participated in the
Worcestershire National Citizens Service
(NCS) this year. With a range of activities
designed to take participants out of their
comfort zone, the pupils tested their fears
at a PGL camp and battled their nerves
with public speaking as part of a group of
thirteen other 16-17 year olds.
As well as this, the group raised money for
Primrose Hospice. Well done to the pupils
involved: Oliver Cai, Adrian Chan, Arrjan
Dhillon, Prashant Gurung, Elaina Hui and
Denis Iec.
Later in the term, The National Citizen
Service visited Fifth Form pupils to
promote their work. The students
participated in team building exercises,
similar to what they experience on camp.
NCS is a great way to improve skills and
add to a CV or university application.

IB students have generously collected
clothing and confectionary which has been
donated to Socks and Chocs, a homeless
charity set up by Ian Northcott (known as
the ‘Busking Bobby’) in 2010.
Socks and Chocs was founded by Ian six
years ago as he wanted to do something
for the homeless people in Birmingham.
The charity now helps those in need
around the country, and in 2015 gave
away 13,401 pairs of socks, 7,377 large
boxes of chocolates, 575 sleeping bags
and 4507 items such as gloves, hats and
scarves.

Shoe Box Appeal
Santa’s little helpers ensured that boxes
of goodies were collected and sent to
children less fortunate than themselves, as
part of an annual charity campaign.

The three-day conference at the Lady
Eleanor Holles’ School saw great success
from the delegate of Nigeria in the
Human Rights Committee, as he passed
his resolution on the Death Penalty.
Despite the serious nature of some topics,
including the rapidly unfolding crisis of a
terrorist attack in Berlin on the final day,
students enjoyed the chance to informally
mix with other students with similar
interests to themselves.
Haileybury MUN - the final destination for
students - was by far the most challenging
and stimulating of all the conferences. It
opened with a poignant personal message
from a former student who had been
left paralysed after a rugby incident; this
stirred students to give everything they
had to the debates and consequently
they profited hugely from them. The
final evening disco was also a highlight,
alongside the many notes passed with
interesting contents!
As we move forward to next year, students
have been busy preparing for their own
conference, the inaugural BROMUN.
Fourth Form students are signing up for
what hopes to be a taster of MUN, fit to
equip them with the understanding and
skills needed for future appearances at
conferences.
R Simmons
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Women in Economics Day
Hanna Tvonyuk, Joanna Zada, Isabella
Pop and Marija Vasurkina visited Gonville
and Caius College, Cambridge for a
Women in Economics day. Attending
lectures on issues such as the UK
economy, the enlightenment period,
feminism and the industrial revolution,
development economics and welfare
indicators as well as a debate on which are
the best countries for females to live in.
The afternoon session included lectures
from some of the most senior economists
in the country including Kate Barker
(former Member of the Bank of England’s

Monetary Policy Committee), Liam
Halligan (Economics Columnist for The
Sunday Telegraph), Vicky Pryce (former
joint head of the Government Economic
Service and author of Greekonomics),
and finally, Victoria Bateman (Cambridge
Economist and feminist). The pupils asked
some challenging questions to the panel
and they were outstanding ambassadors
for the Economics Department and the
School.
R Keys

Sustainable City Design
Lower Fourth pupils were set the
challenge to design a sustainable city.
The Geography department were
extremely impressed with the variety of
entries ranging from highly imaginative
and intricate models to futuristic drawings
to practical plans. A selection of these are
on display in the Geography department.
Following a very difficult judging time, the
winners were chosen based on the fact
that they managed to address all aspects
of the task; they outlined the purpose
and function of a sustainable city and
the reasons for the inclusion of the city’s
important elements.

Highly commended were: Max Campbell,
Olivia Corcoran, Ruvarashe Madzingo and
Tom Reynolds
The following pupils collected their book
prize and certificate for their winning
designs: Eva Briskin, Lauren Court,
Georgia Doohan-Smith, Phoebe Fletcher,
Orla Walker and Judy Wu.
F Diver
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EU Referendum Research Project
The competition final of the EU
referendum research project took place on
Saturday June 11th at Bromsgrove School.
Four teams of Sixth Formers were charged
with the task of acting as consultants for
the UK, to present their ideas on what
we must do after June 23rd. Two teams
were working from the assumption that
we remain in the EU and two teams were
working from the assumption that we
leave. The students worked incredibly
hard, during an intense period of public
examinations, to research and analyse the
UK’s current position and how this can be
developed. They had free rein to advise on
any areas they see fit: economics, politics,
media, trade, international relations,
culture, education.

Young Enterprise
This year the School has achieved
significant success from its involvement
in the Young Enterprise Company
Programme, culminating in winning Best
Company at the Area Final.
‘Geco’, who decided on their team name
based on the merging of gender and eco,
started with an idea that they wanted to
create products from upcycled materials
which catered for people of all ages and
gender.
They ultimately decided on a core material
of bottle corks and throughout the year
they produced a vast array of products
ranging from coasters to keyrings and
desktop toys. Their innovative use of
recycling led to them being presented
with the Social, Ethical and Environmental
Award.

VEX Robotics
The team learned to work under pressure
and adapt effectively to stressful situations.
They were at their most impressive at the
trade fairs where they used their skills
to both present and sell their products
effectively.
The skills the team developed enabled
them not only to be the most profitable
company in the region, but also be
awarded Best Finance Directors for their
detailed financial accounts, Best Company
Report and Best Presentation at both the
Area and Regional Final.
The students have walked away from their
experience with not only money in their
pockets but also a wealth of experience
which will help them in their university
applications and future careers.
J Williams

The Bromsgrove team reached the semifinal of the VEX Robotics Competition
regionals stage in December 2015.
The team was tasked with designing
and building a robot in a game-based
engineering challenge, which culminated
in the ultimate aim of competing with
others from around the world.
M Banwell

The teams presented their argument in
the most persuasive way possible, then
faced questions from the audience and
the expert panel, comprised of Mr Clague
(Headmaster), Dr Ryan Murphy (Senior
Lecturer in Law at Aston University), and
Mrs Noon (Committee member of the
charity Ladies Fighting Breast Cancer).
Using innovative technology, the audience
was able to (anonymously) vote on the
presentations, submit questions for the
teams, and participate in a poll to establish
whether the arguments presented
confirmed intended voting plans, or
perhaps persuaded them to rethink. The
opening poll had the audience at 73%
voting remain and 27% voting to leave;
after the presentations, the poll showed
that now 34% intended to vote remain,
60% intended to vote leave, and 6% were
unsure or abstaining. Clearly, the students
had made some very convincing and
thought-provoking arguments.
After adjudicating, the panel awarded the
prize to Olivia Bond and Edward Drayson
who presented compelling arguments that
included the introduction of compulsory
voting, the removal of Trident, and the
intention to dominate the global fuel
market by beginning fracking. All the
teams produced some really remarkable
work, making a fantastic contribution
to the debate on the EU referendum.
The students impressed the panel and
audience alike with their tenacity for taking
on a project that required so much selfdiscipline and intellectual rigour.
D Rimmer
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Bromsgrove Futures
A new name, but still promoting the same
ethos of information, advice and guidance,
Bromsgrove Futures has had a busy and
productive year.
Masterclasses and lunchtime lectures
have been a key feature in the
programme, allowing students to access
super-curricular and extension activities.
We are particularly grateful to the Old
Bromsgrovians and friends of the School
for giving their time freely to enhance
student learning. Forensics have featured
significantly with talks on pathology,
criminology and espionage – all of which
stimulated thinking and gave breadth to
curriculum engagement.
OB and Parent networking events in
healthcare and business have been the
first in the planned programme, which
will include other disciplines such as
engineering, the arts and law. Speed
networking gives the students an ideal
opportunity to link in with professionals in
their chosen field and we thank all of our
helpers for taking time out of their busy
schedules to help with these events.
Alongside these innovations we continue
to provide long-running opportunities for
parents and students to learn about the
next step, with events including the wellattended and supported Parent Interview
Evening and the Next Step Conference.

The Higher Education Applications
Day for Lower Sixth students saw over
thirty providers representing the top UK
universities and gap year companies,
spending time on presentations,
workshops and a Fair. This allowed
students and parents to get a head start on
the application process.
We wish our Upper Sixth Leavers
every success in their next steps,
and look forward to welcoming many
back to Bromsgrove Futures, where
they may guide the next generation of
Bromsgrovians.
Z Leech

Boarders’ Trips
and Activities
This year the boarders have seen many
of their favourite trips re-run alongside a
number of new excursions. New places
have been visited and exciting activities
successfully completed with a large
number of pupils taking part in midweek
and weekend trips throughout the year.
There have been a greater number of day
trips alongside Prep boarders in Page
House which has been a great opportunity
for pupils to socialise together.
A wide variety of physical activities have
proved popular including go-karting,
paintball, high ropes, Laser Tag and much
more. Pupils of all ages have enjoyed the
shopping trips as they always do but the
most well attended day trip was to Harry
Potter World. Pupils and staff of all ages
were mesmerised whilst they wandered
around the variety of room sets used in the
films.
All of the trips and activities that have run
this year have been a huge success and
continue to play an important part in the
boarding community. They offer the pupils
the chance to socialise with pupils from
other Houses, relax outside of School and
try new experiences. Thanks must go to all
of the boarding tutors for their assistance
with the trips.
L Mullan

The MedVet Society, running on a weekly
basis, has seen many OBs and parents
popping in to talk about their specialisms,
such as paediatric neonatology, oncology
and surgery, as well as the medical
application process for our students. We
enjoyed hosting the Oxbridge Applicant
Journey to support students considering
this challenging route.
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Chapel Matters
… as a Place of Worship.
For eighty-five years the Chapel has been
consecrated as an Anglican Church
building. The Chapel is a place where
pupils of the School primarily, but also
at times their parents, have worshipped
God – as they have sung hymns and said
prayers - almost daily, as well as shared
Holy Communion weekly.
… as a Place of Memorial.
The main part of the building was
built following the First World War and
completed after the Second World War.
It is called ‘The Memorial Chapel’. It
contains four stone plaques with the
names of Bromsgrovians killed during
those conflicts. Every year wreaths are laid
in their memory.
… as a Place of Community.
Although the Senior School (now over 950
strong) can no longer fit into the Chapel at
one time, the majority of the Senior School,
as well as the whole of the Prep School
and, occasionally, the Pre-Prep School
gather together there as a School.
… as a Place of Commitment and the
Celebration of Marriage.
From time to time couples are married in
the Chapel - Old Bromsgrovians, present
members of staff and children of staff
(grown-up ones!). Occasionally marriage
vows are renewed.
… as a Place of Commitment of Faith.
Several times throughout the year the
children of members of staff are baptised
and each year there is the Service of
Confirmation for those who wish to say
‘Yes’ to being a follower of Christ and a
member of the Christian Church.
… as a Place of quiet, calm and stillness
– often at the beginning of a very busy
Bromsgrove day.
… as a Place to listen and reflect upon
the messages given by the Chaplain, the
Assistant Chaplain and other members of
staff or visiting speakers.
… as a Special Place, if not a ‘sacred
space’ in the lives of Bromsgrovians, both
past and present.
P Hedworth

Two Zero One
Magazine
In 2016, the new student-led magazine
201 was launched. It was an initiative
led by Sixth Formers Anastasia Broder
and Madalina Macadrai alongside Upper
Fourth student Alia Derriey. The pupils
combined their desire for a student voice
with their literary interests and the first
edition was well received. The founding
editors were joined by another essential
Sixth Form contributor, IT specialist James
Edge.
Looking back over the two terms, with
four editions under our belts, it has
been an invaluable and exciting learning
experience for all involved. Working
to deadlines, encouraging others,
collaboration and producing good quality
writing are skills that have sometimes been
challenging but the pride in each finished
edition has been well worth the effort.
Original illustrations by Upper Fourth
students June Iec and Anja Butler offer
a unique style and visual appeal; we are
lucky to have such talented artists on the
team. Each edition has included writing
from all years covering the themes of
Resolutions, Love, Pressure and Change;
we choose ideas that reflect the school
year and student experience.
Some of the highlights have been
contributions from students who have
reported back from beyond the walls of
Bromsgrove: Alia’s exclusive meeting
with Old Bromsgrovian Stephen Page,
CEO of Faber and Faber; Ana-Maria
Cuza’s experience working at the TEDX
conference in London; Olivia Bond’s
interview with Nadhim Zahawi MP and a
local report on Miss Barton’s exhibition
Warp and Theft. The magazine has also
been a home for students’ creative writing
with poetry, short stories and book reviews
in every edition.
From September 2016 the 201 magazine
HQ will be located in the library with a
proposed theme of Image for the 5th
edition. Our departing Year 13 contributors
should be proud of the role they have
played in establishing this publication.
Long may it continue.
V Adams

CCF Orienteering
Heading off early on a cold Sunday
morning to compete in the 11 SIG & WM
BDE Cadet Orienteering Championship,
no one could have predicted the glorious
weather to follow. The shroud of fog that
greeted us at the Nesscliffe Training
Camp soon lifted to reveal blue skies and
unseasonably high temperatures. The
conditions were perfect for what proved
to be a challenging course with up to 16
control points over 5km of varied terrain.
Our cadets did themselves proud, with the
majority achieving a highly respectable
time of under 1 hour 23 minutes.
Congratulations to Tobias Finnemore
who ran the course in an impressive 51
minutes and 56 seconds, resulting in a
well-deserved silver medal for the best
male U16 individual performance. As
the final results rolled in it was clear that
Bromsgrove had strength in depth with
both the boys U16 and Girls U16 teams
finishing in second place, qualifying them
for a place in the Army finals.
J Courtney
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CCF
A youth club like no other.
The CCF must be the best club in
offering the wides array of
opportunities going.
The impact that the CCF has on
Bromsgrovians is forming and lifelong;
being a Contingent Commander is a
significant privilege. No greater tribute can
attest to this influence than the distance
and effort so many former Cadets of
Major Tim Hayward travelled to attend
his Commemoration Service held in the
School Chapel in October 2015. The
enthusiasm and efforts he put into leading
the CCF from 1989 to 1997 lives on in
those who took advantage of all that was
on offer. From tackling an errant adder in
the Mess Kitchen at Longmoor Camp to
taking his last salute outside the Armoury
mounted on horseback, Tim’s character
and tales of previous service to the Crown
enthralled and inspired may a Cadet. The
Contingent offers its condolences to Gail
Hayward and whole hearted thanks to
her for all the many years of service and
inspiration she provided to Cadets.

The Michaelmas term saw Cadets
competing in Military Skills at Swynnerton,
the Brigade and National Orienteering
Competition, where the team secured
third place nationally. Field Day was held
at Nesscliffe Training Camp with Recruits
undertaking a round robin of activities
while A-Company deployed to the field
and the RAF Senior Flight spent their time
learning survival skills.

In November some one hundred and
seventy Upper Fourth Recruits formed
up on the Passing Off Parade which was
a spectacular sight for Old Bromsgrovian
inspecting Officer, Major Gary Feek, who
in 1980 was a member of the Contingent
himself and won the Brigade March and
Shoot Competition when the 303 rifle
was still on issue! On completion of a
successful inspection, the Parade was
concluded by a ceremonial handing
over of the Contingent from Major Mark
Banwell to Major Andrew Quentin, which
at its heart was a Bromsgrove School
Officer Training Corps swagger stick as a
symbol of the long heritage of this CCF.
The Contingent thanks Major Banwell for
his leadership and dedication towards
delivering a fun and exciting Cadet
experience and wishes him well in his
future ventures.
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All things RAF have had a vertical take-off
this year with the arrival of ex-Royal Navy
Officer Aiden Kelly. With the early booking
of Air Experience Flying by SSI Farnes,
many Cadets have experienced the thrill of
powered flight at RAF Cosford. Two senior
RAF Cadets are attending a week long
Air Cadet Leadership Course and we look
forward to the impact they will have on the
Section next year.
Annual Summer Camp was held at
Tiddesley Wood in Pershore with twenty
Cadets undertaking a week long training
programme. All Cadets gained a great deal
of personal development whilst having a
great deal of real fun.
The focus for Lent term was the Biennial
Inspection by Group Captain Stirrat. With
a Contingent of three hundred and forty
Cadets on Parade, the March Pass was an
outstanding sight to see with the powerful
sound of the CCF Band keeping all heels
in time. During the day Cadets were
engaged in a multitude of activities. Indoor
rifle shooting took place at Old Swinford
Hospital School and Redditch Reserve
Army Centre to whom thanks must go for
the use of their ranges. Team building
was conducted at Blackwell Adventure
Centre, primarily using the high ropes
course testing the metal of many a Cadet,
whilst others took on the challenge of the
Clent Hills Orienteering course. Back at
School, field craft, first aid, skill at arms
and an RAF presentation were all enjoyed.
The day was concluded by Group Captain
Stirrat awarding promotions and delivering
a heartfelt speech in his capacity as an
Inspecting Officer and a current parent of
the School.
Easter Adventure Training in North Wales
gave the chance for five Sixth Formers to
complete their Gold DofE Expedition in
testing weather conditions. Congratulations
to them. A further group of Cadets
conducted a day’s rock climbing and
mountain biking before undertaking the
National Navigation Award Scheme which
led to the awarding of ten silver NNAS
qualifications.

And finally a mention of Canada. After a
gruelling selection weekend, up against
the best Cadets in the United Kingdom,
Matthew Hegarty is currently in Canada
for a six-week exchange with the Royal
Canadian Cadets. This will no doubt
provide Matthew with an experience of a
lifetime, and hopefully new skills that he
can bring to the Contingent next year.
The best youth club I know.
A Quentin
(Contingent Commander)
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
2016 saw another bumper crop of nearly
300 students enrol onto all levels of the
Duke of Edinburgh Award throughout the
School, including several students starting
Gold as a direct entry. The Award remains
ever popular for those seeking recognition
for all their efforts volunteering and
participating in physical activities. Over
twelve months since July 2015 almost 300
students have completed the scheme;
including thirty Gold, seventy-eight Silver
and 177 Bronze awards, with many Gold
students opting to collect their award
from St James’s Palace and the Duke of
Edinburgh himself.
Expedition venues this year have been as
beautiful as ever, although some Gold and
Silver students did experience Britain’s
finest examples of persistent rain. Students
on the Gold practice in the Lake District
deserve special praise for enduring one of
the wettest trips on record. Silver students
were also, unusually, treated to some poor
weather in Exmoor. However, the Silver
practice expedition in Shropshire, the Gold
assessed expedition in Snowdonia and
the Bronze expedition completed locally
enjoyed better weather.

In preparation for their expedition students
have attended weekly training sessions at
all levels covering; campcraft, cooking, kit,
first aid and route planning. In addition to
completing their other sections, students
have been using the eDofE website to
record and collect evidence of their
achievements. Alongside the numerous
and varied sporting activities undertaken
by students for their Physical section,
some skill-based activities this year
have included; performing arts, music,
baking, photography and, new for this
year, brewing beer and caring for sheep!
Many students used their participation in
the CCF or Bromsgrove Service for their
volunteering section. Students across all
levels have completed almost 7,000 hours
of voluntary service this year, with a value
of over £50,000. A remarkable collective
achievement.
A Baker (i/c Gold), L Newton (i/c Silver)
and J Farnes (i/c Bronze)
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Housman Verse Prize
The 2016 Housman Verse Prize was won by Chloe Walsh for her poem entitled
Do Your Thing.
Do Your Thing
The building towers above imagination
The establishment is a lampshade.
It has been barren for months yet you stayed as your doors had been welded
Just walls without windows.
Holes in the floor, holes in the ceiling
but no doors; and no exit.
Holes in the foundations,
The fruitlessness of your efforts.
You find aspiration and disappointment synonymous.
They have nothing left to give as nothing came for free in the first place.
Their knowledge runs dry. The sands in the hourglass
will tip, tip, tip;
drip, drips away onto paper, into archive, buried under letters melting through their
heads,
Where do you look when there is nothing to see?
But classrooms still in full colour,
Red.
The fruitlessness of their efforts.

Marmite Society
Over the past year the Marmite community
has fought aliens, survived multiple
apocalypses (all varying in nature) and
travelled through time and space... Or
at least discussed doing so. Throughout
this academic year, lectures have been
given from across the board, ranging from
the sciences and drama, all the way to
superheroes who can save hundreds with
a single gesture. And, of course, whether
or not Jar Jar Binks is an acceptable
character, much to the chagrin of many.
These lectures are given by the great Dr
Ruben who has the apparent power to
spark discussions, especially tangential
ones, in those who speak lots and those
who speak little. She can also encourage
a sudden interest in those previously
impartial to a certain topic, such as
art. The Fourth and Fifth Form attend
weekly lectures as one big group in which
the topics of order, chaos, beauty, and
responsibility are discussed amongst some
fifty total students, all of whom project their
ideas with equal fervour. Much debate
arises within these topics, such as whether
the Star Wars prequels are superior to the
originals, and whether or not randomness
is a purely human construct. The Sixth
Form practise debating skills as they
discuss culture, history and science-fiction
whilst also having to display their ideas
as an academic interview or speech. This
experience is vital going into the future,
and Dr Ruben’s preparations will be of
the utmost benefit as the Sixth Form enter
their university years.

A new development this year has seen
Doc Ruben take Marmite to Years 7 and 8,
where their seminars were on the theme
‘Cartoons: are they just for kids?’. Very
well attended sessions prompted vigorous
discussion of racism, representation and
the social role of imagination.
Among the Marmite community, there
is a very large passion for media and
‘nerd’ culture, which is vented through
the viewing of movies in famous Marmite
Movie Nights, where pizza is eaten with
much gusto. These movies include: Back
to the Future, Ant-Man, Planet of the
Apes, Galaxy Quest and The Incredibles.
Finally, every year the Dr Ruben hosts a
whole day ComicCon around a specific
theme, and this year’s theme was Star
Wars. This included a viewing of the
original Star Wars, “A New Hope”,
followed promptly by the most recent one,
“The Force Awakens” After this, much
discussion occurred as to the best Star
Wars trilogy, and how alike VII was to the
originals. There were four seminars:
• ‘Long ago, in a galaxy far, far away...
can the future ever be better?’,
by Dr Ruben
• ‘Build an Internet Meme’
• ‘Why I, II, and III are Superior Films’ by
Jacob Mann (Year 10)
• ‘Star Wars and Cinematography’,
Alice Ruben (Old Bromsgrovian)

Hands in the dark
Fuss fast face. Frantic
searching for someone in a similar situation
but you can’t break the boundaries that have already been built.
And, in your name.
We are taught of Achilles’ heel and of Icarus with his flame
but we are not taught to be the same,
To have fault but seek fame.
Your hero becomes useless as the syllabus comes to end.
That’s their weakness.
These popular touchstones lead us to
serious discussion of:
• Nostalgia as a barrier to social change
• Gender and social equality
• Repetition in narrative – do we tell only
one story?
• Elections, politics, protest – negotiation
or battle?
• Your digital world – editing and
breaking the internet
The day ended with the induction of new
society members and the presentation of
presentation of Marmite badges for most
valued contributors (Howard Goldstraw,
Sarah Pickering, Jacob Mann and Max
Butterfield. We also spent and a day

visiting Oxford, led by Mr Beet, which
took in three colleges and the Ashmolean
Museum.
In summation, the Marmite community
has discussed science, culture, history
and art, whilst gaining knowledge in all
topics and enjoying friendly chats that,
on occasion, turned into heated debates
which resulted in an outlasting grudge
between two students that has yet to be
fulfilled. It is an enriching part of School
life, and has led many students to come
out of their shell, speaking openly about
their varying beliefs and opinions, without
any fear of ridicule.
Harry Ruben and Dan Moore

“Do your thing.”
Anger and regret rip mercilessly.
Those walls.
and then notice your hands because the anger is on them and in the same shade.
Those walls are only as strong as you are.
Punch them, bite them, kick them, fight them.
So you may pursue the fruitfulness of our efforts
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Prep
School Trips
AEGON Tennis
Year 7 and 8 girls were given the
opportunity to attend the AEGON Tennis
Championship held in Birmingham. The
AEGON Classic is a WTA International
tennis event on the women’s tour held
annually at the Edgbaston Priory Club
since 1982.
The tournament is played on grass courts
and is seen as a major warm up for
Wimbledon and a sister tournament to the
AEGON Championships, part of the ATP
Tour, which is held at The Queen’s Club,
London. The 2016 tournament was an
exciting affair as some of the world’s top
women took part, with various interactive
and commemorative tennis-related
activities taking place throughout the
week.
Pupils intended to watch the Centre Court
action, but unfortunately rain stopped play
so many times that the girls weren’t able
to see a ball hit the court. Nevertheless,
the girls were caught up in the atmosphere
of the day and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.
J Weller

France
In February 2016, thirty-six pupils from
Year 6 set out on their journey to Étaples,
Northern France. The group enjoyed
cold conditions (even snow) throughout
their stay which was filled with authentic
French sights, sounds and smells. There
were many planned excursions each day,
but among the pupils’ favourites were the
bee farm, chocolate factory, Nausicaá
(the sea-life centre in Boulogne), a sports
centre visit and a brief visit to the beach in
Le Touquet.
From a culinary perspective, many of the
travellers sampled the customary baguette,
croissants and chocolat chaud, as well as
delicious traditional meals.
Year 6 returned home tired but richer for
the excellent experience and hungry to
learn more.
My sincere thanks go to the three
accompanying staff: Mrs Boardman, Mrs
Finnegan and Miss Mimberg and also to
the pupils who made taking the trip such
a pleasure.
C Kippax
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Birds of Prey
Year 7 visited the Birds of Prey Centre in
Hagley, where they revelled in the variety
of birds, their shapes, sizes and noises.
There was even a Raven called Spike
who uttered a word to the group here and
there.
Whilst Year 7 watched the bird show, they
were taught about their natural habitats,
feeding and how they are looked after and
even rescued. The specialist knowledge
was fantastic to hear. After the show, the
pupils drew their favourite birds, and the
Prep School now have an array of fantastic
drawings to top the trip off.

Geography
Field Trip
Pupils from Year 7 undertook three pieces
of Geography field work in the final week
of the Summer term at the Wyre Forest
visitor centre. Whilst at the location, pupils
collected data on pathway erosion, gave
feedback regarding environmental quality
and spent time identifying and counting
the number of species in the forest pond.
Pupils will be using the data collected
as part of their Geography curriculum
requirements in Year 8.
R Widdop
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U13 Rugby Tour
Forty boys from Year 8 embarked on
a rugby tour to the Province of Ulster,
Northern Ireland. During the five days on
tour, the boys were based at Portrush for
two days and Belfast for three.
The A and B teams played a total of six
matches versus Ballymena Academy,
Methody College and Campbell College.
The A team won two of their three matches
- a fantastic result considering that they
were up against the three best schools at
this age group in Northern Ireland. The
B team showed great spirit and were very
unfortunate not to win their last match but
drew much praise from many observers.
During the tour the boys trained at Ulster
University, Coleraine Campus and enjoyed
a training session with Former Ulster Head
Coach, Brian McLaughlin.
The boys visited Giants Causeway, the
Titanic quarter and Belfast Zoo. During the
evenings they went bowling and took part
in a quiz.

On the final event evening the following
boys were issued with awards.
Captain’s Award:
Harrison Meadows (A Team);
Jacob Heptinstall (B Team)
Best Forward:
Nhun Sasalksanononon (A Team);
Max Rusling (B Team)
Best Back:
Sam Roberts (A Team);
Edward Rosbrook (B Team)
Best Tackle:
Finley Lewis (A Team);
Jamie Rodway (B Team)

Most improved:
James Eaton (A Team);
Oliver Owen (B Team)
Outstanding Tourists:
Simisola Jolaoso, George Tate,
JJ Williams and Tybias Evans
A great time was had by all and a huge
thank you to Mr Munn, Mr Burchett and
Mr Sutherland for helping with the trip.
Thank you also to the large group of
parents for supporting the boys on tour,
which was gratefully received.
G Jones
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The Commandery Prep Ski Trip
The English Civil War in 17th century
England was brought to life when Year
8 pupils visited The Commandery in
Worcester. Pupils learnt about weapons
and warfare and the gruesome job of the
surgeon on the battlefield. They enjoyed
dressing up in contemporary costumes
and armour and handling the weapons.
A Purver

Strangely the bus journey seemed to fly
by and we arrived in Fiesch very quickly.
Our arrival in the valley to a temperature of
20 °C, brilliant sunshine and spring in full
bloom was a massive contrast to last year.
The near-perfect skiing conditions
benefitted both beginners and advanced
alike. The beginners were able to run a red
slope from the Bettmerhorn Restaurant
– a massive achievement. The advanced
skiers certainly enjoyed the unspoilt
conditions with regular opportunities to
run the black piste throughout the resort.
Fortunately, the tunnel was open - a
legendary black run through a tunnel, with
a daunting drop the moment you emerge
from the gloom. Five out of the six days
there was brilliant sunshine with only one
day of flat, grim conditions – not bad for a
week on the alps.
The student’s behaviour was excellent,
and as always, the group fully immersed
themselves into helping and running the
trip. But more so their attitude with helping
the younger ones was exemplary, and it
is always encouraging to see how many
students are so kind and thoughtful to one
another.

Ypres
Year 8 visited Ypres, stopping first in
Belgium to visit the Passchendaele
Museum, and later experienced the Last
Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, which
everyone found to be very moving. The
following day the group visited Tyne Cot
Cemetery - the largest British cemetery
with an immense marble memorial to the
missing.
Some light relief was found in the
chocolate shop in Ypres before the
group went on to Lijssenthoek Military
Cemetery – the Commonwealth War
Graves Cemetery with 11,000 graves. Old
Bromsgrovian Thomas Elkington is buried
here so the group gathered around his
grave and Jessica Rai recited Christina
Rossetti’s When I am dead, my dearest,
which is known to have been Thomas’
favourite poem.

The trip was truly emotional and provided
students with insight into the First
World War outside of the classroom; an
experience not to be forgotten.
S Le Guyader

My reflection on the week is one of great
pride, and of course the boot room race
will live on as an urban legend - how
the boys were sorely beaten by a very
competitive girl group this year.
Parents and students were very
complimentary about the week, and I
would like to thank all of the students and
staff who made this such a fun, safe and
popular trip.
P Sutherland
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I was unprepared for the vastness of
both camps we visited, Auschwitz and
Auschwitz-Birkenau. For me I experienced
my biggest emotion upon ‘seeing’ how my
fellow race had been dehumanised. Piles
upon piles of shoes with life’s personal
possessions tossed aside, with mountains
of human hair stripped and pulled from
suffering victims. I now live in a world that
contains so much liberalism and freedom
it beggars belief and imagination that
such acts could have occurred. I shivered,
at times felt emotionally drained and on
occasion sickness and disbelief.

Senior
School Trips
Auschwitz
Since 1999, over 28,000 students and
teachers have taken part in the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s ground breaking
Lessons from Auschwitz Project. In 2016
Kieran Walker and Liberty Guillamon
were selected to represent Bromsgrove
School and the wider community on this
significant educational experience.

Photographs used in the exhibitions were
also quite disturbing, images of bodies
stacked up high, men, women and
children stood over mass graves, horror
painted white across their faces whilst the
German officers grin and joke. Again I felt
drained and sick.

Based on the premise that ‘hearing is not
like seeing’, this four-part course explores
the universal lessons of the Holocaust
and its relevance for today. The LFA
Project aims to increase knowledge and
understanding of the Holocaust for young
people and to clearly highlight what can
happen if prejudice and racism become
acceptable.
The visits to the former Nazi concentration
and death camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau
are preceded and followed by half-day
seminars in order to ensure an exceptional
educational experience for the pupils
involved. What follows below are accounts
from both Kieran and Liberty on their
experiences of the trip.

Reflections on
Auschwitz
It is impossible to describe Auschwitz with
words. Before we went, we were asked to
consider how we thought the trip would
make us feel, and many used adjectives
like ‘anger’ or ‘sadness’, but I don’t think
anything could have quite prepared us for
the mass of mixed of emotions we all felt
on this trip. I think that the only way you
can fully understand is to actually go there
and experience it for yourself.
To stand in a place where millions of
people suffered and died at the hand of
their fellow man is definitely one of the
most moving and life-changing things I
have ever done.

I will take much away from my visit
both, historical and contemporary.
My knowledge of the historical events
is now a lot clearer but in addition I
have also strengthened my beliefs that
discrimination of any type is implicitly
wrong and must be acted on.

I am thankful that the LFA scheme allowed
me and Kieran to visit Poland for a day,
as well as attend two seminars. It is an
important message that needs to be
passed on to future generations to ensure
we do not forget the terrible events carried
out.
During the morning we visited the
Auschwitz camp and in the afternoon,
we went to the second called Birkenau.
Both camps were shocking, and one of
the things that really stirred emotion in me
was a wall of glass cabinets containing
piles and piles of hair. This hair was used
to make every day things like carpets for
commodity; it was shaved off the Jews as
they entered the camp. This was just one
of the many ways minority groups were
dehumanised.

I was completely humbled, but also
inspired by the talks given both at the
camp and the seminars. They spoke about
being ambassadors for our generation
and said we had the important role of
spreading the word. This resonated
with me in particular. Studying history
only proves that the past is repeated far
too often and far too easily, and that is
because bystanders let it happen, or
people remain passive. We have a duty
to remember these events, long
after all of the survivors have passed.
I cannot recommend highly enough going
to Auschwitz if at all possible, it is not
a trip to be taken without thought and
consideration, because it isn’t easy, but, it
is definitely worth it.
Liberty Guillamon

Soviet soldiers walked through the gates of
Auschwitz on the 27th of January 1945,
ending the largest mass murder in a
single location throughout human history.
Seventy-one years later, on a cold dreary
Wednesday March morning, I walked
through the same gates. Endless rows of
identical red brick buildings and barbed
wire fences stretched as far as I could see,
bringing Auschwitz to life. It was real. I was
about to visualise atrocities of the past with
fellow pupils from across the Midlands.
Nothing can prepare you for the emotional
journey that is Auschwitz. Safe at home, I
struggled to visualise the size of the camp
and the scale of the killing. ‘Hearing is not
like seeing’ rings true. A feeling of anger
was expected but my anger was mixed
intrinsically with sadness, disgust and
shame. Sadness, that human beings like
me thought it was acceptable and even
beneficial to treat and murder innocent

defenceless human beings so inhumanely.
Their sole aim to create the perfect Aryan
race.
I felt total disgust at the realisation that
men could plan and construct these
killing chambers, in such a methodical
and logical way with no kindness for their
victims or the families.
I felt shame, at the knowledge, that in the
last eighty years in our so called civilised
world this genocide occurred with very
little opposition from the wider world.
Shame on us.
I was without doubt now seeing
inhumanity to man at its most evil.

I am grateful to the LFA scheme and
those who gave their time freely, especially
giving me and a fellow Bromsgrovian the
opportunity to visit Poland and experience
history for ourselves.
It is vital that Auschwitz, the atrocities and
the wider brutalities are kept alive in the
memory of today and future generations
to understand. ‘The one who does not
remember history is bound to live through
it again’.
I’m astounded and humbled by the
courage of the survivors. We have a duty
to remember and most importantly a duty
to never let this type of horrific act happen
ever again.
Kieran Walker
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Biology Field Trips
Art Showcase

Big Bang Fair

A group of Lower Sixth and Fifth Form
Art and Textile students visited the SIT
Select SHOWCASE, organised by Stroud
International Textiles at Cheltenham Town
Hall. The Exhibition of work by multiple
crafts people was a celebration of the
‘handmade’.

Lower Fourth pupils experienced a science
and engineering extravaganza by attending
the Big Bang Fair at the NEC Birmingham.

Students were able to listen to talks by
a wide variety of artists, makers and
designers throughout the day. It was
a great opportunity for pupils to learn
something new, question practising artists
and designers about their individual
creative process and be inspired by other
practitioners.
S McWilliams

From glowing quantum mechanical
drinks, live chocolate-making, exploding
strawberry clouds, apple juice spaghetti to
robots, fresh pig brains and career cabins,
it was a day to explore science in the most
interactive way.
T Ebrahim

Upper Sixth A level Biologists made
their way to Dale Fort, Pembrokeshire
for four nights to explore the rocky shore
ecosystem and the many beaches in Dale.
The students learnt how to identify and
sample a variety of organisms and carry
out statistical tests. They overcame the
weather to design and implement their
own investigation, which formed their
coursework for the A level. We celebrated
many birthdays including an 18th whilst
on the trip!

The Lower Sixth A level students
visited Margam Park and gained a rare
opportunity to learn about a variety of
different ecological environments from
rocky shores, woodlands, freshwater
and grasslands. They all developed
their scientific skills, including kickback
sampling in streams, identifying plenty of
organisms and comparing the biodiversity
of different woodlands. The weather was
delightful and many of the students were
captivated by the local deer, moths and
goslings.
G Wright
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Drawing
Masterclass

CERN
Twenty-one pupils departed Bromsgrove
bound for Geneva and the Large Hadron
Collider at CERN. There was an air of
excitement and anticipation amongst the
pupils and staff at the prospect of going to
visit the world’s largest particle detector for
the first time. After arriving in Geneva, the
group used the excellent public transport
system to get to their accommodation,
where they then enjoyed supper in the city
centre.
The following day the group took the tram
out to the United Nations where they were
privileged to take a tour of the buildings
and listen to the guide talk about the
history of the UN. In the afternoon, the
group departed for CERN and the visit
failed to disappoint. Pupils were given a
lecture on particle physics by a resident
Physicist, a superb extension to the work
they cover in class, and then a visit to
LEIR, The Low Energy Ion Ring; a smaller
particle accelerator which was fascinating
to see, giving them an in depth insight into

Emily Lou, June Iec and Ruby Ngan
attended the Barber Institute of Fine Arts
Drawing Masterclass. The pupils were
selected to be part of a group of students
who came from schools all around the
West Midlands region, supporting gifted
and talented young artists.
the work the scientists do there.
After a Saturday morning of sightseeing
and shopping in the heart of Geneva,
our pupils returned to CERN for lunch
amongst some of the elite researchers
in the physics community. This was
followed by a chance to walk around the
newly refurbished Microcosm exhibition
and learn more about how the particle
accelerators and detectors function.
The pupils’ behaviour was exemplary
throughout and they represented the
School with pride; the excursion proved a
wonderful success.
R Green

Special thanks to Michael Butler, Artist &
Creator of Projects, Jen Ridding, Learning
& Access Officer and Alex Jolly Learning
& Access Assistant for organising and
running the event.
S McWilliams

Classics Trip
Upper Fourth Classicists enjoyed a trip out
to the Corinium Museum in Cirencester
and the Roman Baths in Bath, where they
saw examples of some of the best mosaics
and finest jewellery from Roman Britain.
After a short time in the city, pupils and
staff enjoyed an informative tour around
the baths, which are filled from the only
hot spring in Britain. The day ended with a
sample of some of the finest spring water
from the baths.
R Simmons
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DT Trip
They say there is no better way to get to
know and understand something than
to get close to it. Upper Sixth Design
Technologists were taken through their
paces when they visited the Morgan Motor
Company and Jaguar manufacturing
base. Boasting state of the art robotics
and artificial intelligence, Jaguar’s
inherently innovative manufacturing plant
illustrated a stark contrast to the traditional
craftsmanship shown in the build of the
Morgan cars, which are equally at home
on the race track or the open road.
Students were able to see the practical use
of Kaizan and Kanban in concurrent and
flexible manufacturing which brought to
life what they had been learning about in
the classroom.
At the end of the trip pupils were gifted
mementoes of the first component of their
own car at the Jaguar factory.
E Densem

English Trip
Why, this is very midsummer madness!
Lower Sixth English IB and A level
students enjoyed a performance of Twelfth
Night in spectacular settings around the
gardens of Worcester College, Oxford.
With costumes by the RSC and Professor
Bate as executive director, this intimate
student production showcased the best
of Oxford’s talent. A special mention must
go to Coco Chanel, a small fluffy dog, who
interpreted the role of Fabian (a courtier)
with panache!
The production was very funny but also
moving. It captured the tortured hilarity of
the cross-dressing and mistaken identity
which is central to Twelfth Night’s comedy,
but it also conveyed the heartbreak of
Malvolio and Antonio which ends the play.
What makes the play so powerful is this
blend of easy resolutions for the privileged
characters undercut by casual cruelties
and promises forgotten that affect those on
the side-lines.
It was a night to remember.
With thanks to Old Bromsgrovian and
Foundation Trustee Matthew Taylor for
his generosity which allowed our English
IB and A level students to attend this
performance.
K Garratt
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Exchanges

Spanish
A mixture of twelve AS, IB and GCSE
pupils went on an intensive Spanish
revision course in Seville at the Don
Quijote language school. Pupils enjoyed
learning in small groups with Spanish
teachers and all passed the course and
received a certificate for their efforts.
Apart from lessons, pupils enjoyed trips
to the museum of Bellas Artes, where
they saw paintings by El Greco and Diego
Velázquez and enjoyed a guided tour of
the Casco Antiguo (old town), the capital of
the Spanish region of Seville.
The rich cultural heritage of Spain then
continued at the Flamenco Museum where
pupils enjoyed live music and dance –
they were even inspired to then learn how
to dance Sevillanas themselves.
Easter week gave pupils a fantastic insight
into Spanish life, and pupils were able
to see the endless magnificent religious
street processions which are revered by
Catholics throughout Europe.

German

French

Twenty-eight pupils took part in the annual
German Exchange to the Gymnasium
Hermannswerder in Potsdam. The pupils
undertook a variety of activities including
visits to Schloss Cecilenhof (where
the Potsdam Conference was signed),
Checkpoint Charlie, Libeskind’s world
famous Jewish Museum and the Berlin
Wall Museum. There was even a chilling
visit to a former Stasi prison.

Pupils studying French immersed
themselves in the local culture during a
trip to Normandy. Luckily the weather was
on their side and the group visited Bayeux
and saw its famous tapestry as well as its
British Cemetery. Pupils were moved by
the thousands of graves of those who died
during the Normandy landings.

Potsdam is Germany’s largest UNESCO
World Heritage Site and the pupils were
able to visit a number of the Prussian
palaces in Potsdam including Frederick
the Great’s Sans Souci summer palace.
The pupils enjoyed staying with their host
families and had the opportunity to speak
a lot of German as well as marvelling at the
efficient public transport system we used
to get around. The group was fantastic and
highly praised by both the German school
and the host families.

At the bay’s Eco Museum, the group
discovered more about the geography
of the region and its former salt-making
industry. In Arromanches they saw a short
360° film featuring authentic footage of the
1944 Battle of Normandy and were able to
spend some time on Gold Beach and the
site of the former Mulberry harbours.
Pupils took part in a range of other
activities including fencing, canoeing and
circus skills, all of which were conducted
in French. Mr Martin’s goats were a great
hit, as always.
The final morning was spent at the Pierre
Aguiton School in Brécey where the pupils
and staff were welcomed by English
teacher Monsieur Noël. Our pupils learned
about school life in France and were able
to practise their speaking skills with their
French counterparts. This year’s group
had a particular partiality for crêpes,
which they consumed at every available
opportunity.
M Beet, M Smith and G Tyrrell
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Geography Field
Trips
Upper Fourth Geographers travelled to a
sunny but chilly Carding Mill Valley near
Church Stretton in Shropshire to take
part in a field day for the GCSE Water on
the Land unit of the GCSE course. Pupils
undertook a river study, investigated cross
sectional areas, bed load characteristics
and the velocity of the river.
A2 and IBDP HL Geography pupils
ventured a little closer to home, embarking
on trip to Birmingham. Pupils were set to
work straight away as they completed a
study of decline and redevelopment along
the A38 corridor. Many of them travel this
route on a regular basis but were unaware
of how it related to Geography.
Pupils looked at urban conservation
and ecosystems in the Jewellery Quarter
before completing a walking tour of
central Birmingham covering sites such
as Millennium Point, the Bull Ring, Grand
Central, the Library of Birmingham,
Symphony Hall and Brindley Place.
AS and IB pupils visited Betws-Y-Coed
in North Wales.

On arrival, pupils were taken to Llanrwst
where they studied flood management
strategies in the Conwy valley. Saturday
was spent in the Nant Peris Valley where
AS pupils completed an investigation
into fluvial characteristics and the IBDP
students carried out data collection for
their Internal Assessment on how the
features of a river change with distance
from the source. On Sunday, AS pupils
went to sunny Harlech where they
investigated the formation of sand dunes
in addition to a case study of ecosystem
succession. They then went to Criccieth
where they looked at coastal management
strategies.
Each field day provided invaluable
experience for pupils, as it allowed them
to put the theory from lessons into reality
and develop their own theories and case
studies, as well as provide vital practice for
examinations.
F Diver
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IB CAS in Prague
Twenty IB1 students travelled to Prague
for six days and engaged in many CAS
experiences. They explored the history
of the city on a walking tour as well as
completing a cycle ride along the Vlatva
and Berounka rivers. They also journeyed
out to Southern Bohemia to work at
the Vespolek Centre for Environmental
education. Here they met with local school
children, building a wooden xylophone
and replanting a section of their garden
with colourful plants. They also helped
to reconstruct an eroding riverbed and
engaged in a bird tagging programme to
help endangered birds in the area. The
students were fantastic and thoroughly
enjoyed the process, and have shown real
commitment to the IB CAS Programme.
L Hunter

Marmite Trip
Twenty pupils from the Marmite Gifted and
Talented Society set off for a trip to Oxford
accompanied by Dr Ruben and Mr Beet.
The main aim was to visit the town and
colleges to get an idea what it might be like
to study at Oxford. It was also a fun day
out, a welcome end of term reward and a
chance to visit the Ashmolean Museum
which is home to a huge range of ancient
and modern art and artefacts.
First stop was New College, an imposing
14th century college with magnificent
cloisters and a huge chapel. It is also
where many scenes from the Harry Potter
films were shot, and some of our pupils
could recall (and even act out) the exact
parts of the films. At Christ Church the
group saw more Harry Potter locations,
as well as England’s smallest cathedral
located within the college.

A familiar face in the shape of Old
Bromsgrovian Sam Adamson met
the pupils at St Peter’s and gave
another fantastic tour as well as lots of
encouragement to the pupils to apply.
Excellent weather made the day complete
and the pupils not only enjoyed the
experience but they left with some ideas
about their own future higher education
pathway.
M Beet
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Senior Cricket Tour
Twenty-seven boys and four staff departed
Bromsgrove in March 2016 for a preseason tour of Antigua. There were two
squads playing six matches each against
a mixture of School and island sides.
The boys had the opportunity to play at
good standard club grounds with the
highlight of the tour playing two matches
each at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
(SVRS). Varying levels of opposition meant
Bromsgrove won nine out of their twelve
games, which was a good proportion and
ensured that the boys were challenged.

Away from cricket the group took the
opportunity to see the whole island on a
jeep safari trip, a catamaran cruise and
visits to the Alan Stanford cricket ground
and the Antigua recreation ground. The
tour party also met the Governor General
at his residence to donate sporting and
educational goods, which was a special
moment for the boys and staff.
I hope all the boys will have fond
memories of this great trip which will stay
with them for a lifetime.
D Fallows
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Pre-Prep and
Nursery Drama
Nursery – The Litter Muncher
Nursery children thoroughly enjoyed
performing The Litter Muncher to their
families over two performances in March
2016. The Rising 4 pupils (aged 3-4
years) sang seven songs rousingly and
spoke clearly to tell the story of a rubbish
collecting machine left by the villagers to
clear up their mess. Through this play, the
Nursery pupils learned the importance
of working together to take care of their
environment. The Rising 3 pupils (aged
2-3 years) stole the show with their action
song as helpful villagers explaining how to
dust, sweep and polish to keep the village
clean.

Our youngest Bromsgrovians performed
brilliantly – for some it was their first
experience of appearing on stage. For
many it is the first tiny step in what will
be a long and successful association with
Bromsgrove School music and drama
performances.
S Symonds

The Cast
The Litter Muncher
Sophie Jones
The King and The Queen
Samuel Collins and Amelia Hughes
Lazy Daisy Villagers
Zachary Trinder and George Grey
Happy Villagers
Max Hinton, Avani Bhandal,
Edward Sollars, Chloe Greathurst,
Harry Whiting and Avani Patel
Refuse Collectors
Annabelle Knowles, Amara Ratra,
Manav Mahal, *Isla Halford, Olly Wheale
and Ozzy Cox
Dancers
Gigi Gilbert, Robyn Duffy, Pippa Malpas,
Amelia Wright, Florence Martin,
*Olivia Ward and *Maisie-Jo Read
Cross Villagers
Tabitha Singleton, Penelope Higgins,
Jai Bajwa, Sam Ivison and
Isla Hibbert-May
Road Sweepers
Alex Georgio, Roshan Kotekar,
Alexander Tsang, Mohammed
Porbanderwalla, *Christopher Davis,
Kyle Hayward, Chloe Head,
Rocco Gallagher, Ffion Banton and
Jacob Pinfield
Helpful Villagers
Savannah Billings, Amelia Tamplin,
Evie Ashurst, Eleanor Ballard,
Stephania Demetrios, Lily Heath,
Auralia Johnstone, Edward Sutton,
Connie Foster, Laura Davidson,
Sepehr Maleki, Har-rai Samra,
Alana Fuller, Isabelle Kesterton,
James Oatridge, Alfie Webley,
Freddie Helmore, Emily Kesterton,
Louis Kitching, Jemima Lea,
Remirez Mais, William Jones-Elliott,
James Jones-Elliott and Daniel Wang
*singing quartet
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Reception
Nativity

The Cast

Reception performed A Miracle in Town
to the School and then family members
at the end of the Michaelmas term. This
was a very traditional nativity play with
lively songs and narrated beautifully by the
children, most of them still only four years
old. The play certainly got everyone in the
festive spirit, as well as delivering the allimportant Christmas message.

Innkeepers
George Cutter, George Greathurst and
Dylan Jones

C Dunlop

Angels
Charlotte Ascough, Ella Cunningham,
Tabitha Downs, Amber Edwards,
Priya Giles, Isabella Hyams, Darcie
Jackson-Adams, Gabrielle Kavanagh,
Ariya Oozageer and Sakina Porbanderwalla

Mary and Joseph
Sofia Evans and Edward Nuttall

Innkeeper’s Wife
Madeleine Snelling
Angel Gabriel
Darcy Sutton

Animals
Tobias Crabtree, Daniel Duffy,
Charlotte Earp and Eric Li
Camels
Louis Albutt, Gethin Walpole and
Sagar Wood
Kings
Lucas Ashurst, Lachlan Halls and
Archie Lea
Narrators
Louis Albutt, Charlotte Ascough,
Max Ash, Lucas Ashurst, Isabelle Ballard,
Benjamin Barnes, Romie Bibbey,
Ella Cunningham, Tabitha Downs,
Amber Edwards, Leo Fuller, Lachlan Halls,
Harry Helmore, Elliot Hill, Isabella Hyams,
Darcie Jackson-Adams, William Jones,
Gabrielle Kavanagh, Archie Lea,
Ariya Oozageer, Jack Pritchard,
Maya Tindal, Sagar Wood and Bella Wright
Servants
Romie Bibbey, Leo Fuller, Harry Helmore,
Elliot Hill and Bella Wright
Shepherds
Milo Ellson, Bertie Fountain, Henry Shirley
and Alfie Smith
Villagers
Max Ash, Isabelle Ballard,
Benjamin Barnes, William Jones,
Jack Pritchard, Daisy Slater and
Maya Tindal
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Year 2 Joseph
The Year 2 performances of Joseph were
absolutely wonderful. The children sang
their hearts out and there were some very
memorable solo performances. Thank you
to all of the Year 2 staff for their hard work
in staging this fantastic production.
The Cast
Joseph
Seth Benjamin
Jacob
Matthew Hull
Brothers
Mya Doak, Farah Croce,
Samantha Riley, Monty Cooke, Isla Goold,
Henry Foster, James Hackett, Emily Sirett,
Holly Dunnaker, Jasper McKelvey and
Alfie Higgins
Pharaoh
George Christodoulou

Body Guards
Oliver Cattell, Aidan McGarry,
Henry Greaves and Mack Jones
Cheerleaders
Sophia Moberley, Amelia Lees,
Grace Thompson-Brown, Avneesh Mahal,
Alice Wilson-Marsh, Xanthe Matthews,
Ruby Broadhurst, Madison Falconer,
Riya Ratra, Emily Jones, Tilly Brookes and
Rumer Evans
Ishmaelites
Harry Dakin, Amelia Eddington,
Joseph Billig, Lily Costello, Atham Deo,
Gina Bowen, Daniel Underwood and
Harriet Cutter
Farmers & Farmers’ Wives
Henry Nicholls, Tristan Shaylor,
Morgan Kirkden-Smith, Jayden Toor,
Eva Mein, Shreya Parsotam, Lucy Porter
and Lydia Wilson-Marsh
Joseph’s Deputies
Richie Hodges, Fearne Baillie,
Austin Barnett, Henry Conyers,
Rosco Dines and Emily Wiggins
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Prep Drama
We are looking to the future in the drama
department. Looking with hope and
expectation. Anticipation of a brand new,
state of the art performing arts space that
should give the subject a much needed
boost.
Why should we study drama at
Bromsgrove Preparatory School? Doing
plays and learning how to act is only one
facet of what it is to learn drama. We are
passionate about drama for all of the life
skills that it helps to develop: teamwork,
communication, confidence, co-operation,
concentration, empathy, it develops
creative thinking and it helps to nurture
friendships.
Drama is important for young people so
that they can understand the world around
them and learn how to empathise with
others. Children are given the opportunity
to perform in front of their peers in a calm,
relaxed and safe environment. Teaching
children how to be creative is becoming
increasingly important and at Bromsgrove
Preparatory School I hope that learning
drama will contribute to them becoming
well rounded, confident young people.

Alice in Wonderland
Dedication and commitment, enthusiasm
and flair - just a few words that sum up the
Prep School Productions this year. Every
single person’s involvement was vital in
making this production successful, from
the parents who made sure their child
attended the weekend rehearsals, the
estates team who helped to transform the
lighting rig or the costume designers who
created amazing clothing and accessories.
It takes a team to produce a play and
without the costumiers, make-up artists,
backstage crew, designers, prop makers,
puppet designers and the talented
children who bring these stories to life
in front of our eyes, there would be no
production.
Performing in the round was an immediate
challenge for our Year 7 and 8 performers
as they were so close to the audience, they
were under scrutiny from all angles. There
is no hiding with this choice of staging.

We first meet Alice on a warm summer’s
day and follow her adventures through
Wonderland, meeting all of the confusing
and fantastical characters that she
encounters along the way. One of the
reasons we chose this classic story was
for the diverse characters the pupils could
really explore through their acting.
Unfair as it is to single any out, special
mention must be made to the four lead
girls: Dasha Butler, Rose Willetts, BrookeLily York and Lucy Hannah who took the
responsibility of being Alice with great
aplomb. Izzy Walters was hilarious as the
wasp in a wig, a part that was added after
discovering a lost chapter from the book;
Fenella Stone gave a moving and ethereal
ballet performance as a dark shadow
that mirrored Alice; Hugh Abraham who
encouraged us all to join the dance as
the Mock Turtle; Annabel Schultze’s regal
Queen of Hearts was gloriously highhanded, all commanding gestures and
swishing red skirts. As the Mad Hatter,
Zef Ruben had a laid-back style, giving
a sense of cool to his quirky moves. He
was joined by equally eccentric yet cute
Polly Dakin as the Dormouse and the
punky Luke Weller. Anastasiia Bakulina’s
Cheshire Cat was both genial and slightly
sinister and Leo Mellor was a captivating,
frantic White Rabbit.
The entire cast were so professional,
inspired and dedicated throughout all the
rehearsals whether their part be in the
ensemble or as character.
We would like to thank members of
Bromsgrove School for their advice, help
and encouragement, without which this
production may not have been possible.
Thanks also to our colleagues, many of
whom gave up their time and energy to
support us, particularly Mr Sutherland and
Mr Tooker who designed and created the
props and puppets. Dr Ruben has been
invaluable with her original choreography
advice throughout the year and also to
Mrs Hughes and Mrs Whitfield for their
costume wizardry. James Doohan-Smith
worked incredibly hard on Alice and
supported Mr Woollhead with the lighting
and sound.
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Mulan
Following on from the successful Beauty
and the Beast, Mrs Goodall treated us
to another Disney classic. Mulan was a
swashbuckling, high kicking story where
Captain Shang (played by Henry Jones)
whipped his men into shape. Everything
from the movement sequences to the
costumes were outstanding. The audience
laughed in all of the right places and
the performances were exceptional. The
ancestors (played by Paris Siviter, Jake
Wingfield, Issy Rusling, Cameron Owen
and Hannah Hunt) were much enjoyed by
all. Grace Warren and Anya Sanikop were
fantastic in their starring roles as Mulan
and Mushu. Fred Hanson struck fear into
audiences as the leader of the hun army,
Shang-Xu, in a costume that would be very
at home on the RSC stage.
There needs to be a special mention
to all of the ensemble, which included
daughters, fathers, soldiers, a whole hun
army, royal palace guests and even a
pashmina seller. Every line was delivered
with energy and focus. Not one actor
allowed the ball to drop and the singing
was exceptional. These children are
leading the way to a very bright future
at Bromsgrove School within the drama
department.

A huge thank you needs to be given to
the music department: Miss Hyland and
Mrs Russell. They have worked alongside
Mrs Goodall and I can only commend
them on what a fantastic team they have
made. Together they all managed to create
memories for these children and their
parents that will last a lifetime.

Twelfth Night
We are taking on the ambitious project
of performing one of Shakespeare’s
comedies Twelfth Night next academic
year. Rehearsals for this production are
underway and children have already
started to show signs that this project
will not be a step too far for them. An
outstanding cast will take to the stage in
November 2016, which also coincides
with the 400th anniversary of William
Shakespeare’s death. I can only commend
the hard work of the children so far.
I cannot wait to see what the final product
is like in November.
C Woollhead
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Senior Drama
Sweeney Todd
Stephen Sondheim’s operatic musical
opens by urging the audience to ‘attend
the tale of Sweeney Todd / His skin was
pale and his eye was odd / He shaved the
faces of gentlemen who never thereafter
are heard of again’. With this deliciously
macabre set-up, so began a superb
production.
Bromsgrove School trod the path that few
dare tread in March with Sweeney Todd:
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street at the
Artrix. Devilishly difficult music combined
with the challenge of staging sliced throats
might put off many directors. Yet Tracey
James, in her final production for the
School and following multiple successes as
Director of previous major productions, put
together a brilliant show.
Sweeney Todd, a Victorian-era barber,
returns from exile to London with a lust for
revenge against the corrupt Judge Turpin
who ruined his life (and wife). Thwarted
attempts on the Judge soon develop into
a thirst for blood, no matter whom the
victim. Helped by the entrepreneurial Mrs
Lovett, his lovelorn landlady, the terrible
pair turn Todd’s skill with a razor into a
means of providing fresh supplies for Mrs
Lovett’s Pie Shop - the bodies cooked
straight into her ‘delectable’ pies to cries of
‘God, that’s good!’

Elliot James donned Sweeney’s black
leather coat with brooding menace and
brilliant vocal dexterity. His portrayal was
hypnotic. Commanding the stage, every
growl and soft menacing word could be
heard. Elliot – whose previous roles have
asked him to be foppish and comical –
showed a dramatically different darkness
here. His singing in My Friends was
particularly beautiful, a soft melancholic
love song to his razors.
In their final performances as Upper Sixth
pupils, Archie Parker, Olivia Wormald
and Sam Makar all impressed. Archie
Parker possesses huge heart on stage and
demanded attention with his hilarious turn
as Pirelli, the swindling Italian barberimpresario. Bold and full of bravado,
this was a wonderful character. Olivia, as
the Beggar Woman, Lucy, showed her
versatility as an actress, casting aside her
innocence shown last year as Perdita in
The Winter’s Tale. Smeared in grime, she
wailed her cry for ‘Alms, alms’ wonderfully
yet cackled with the best of them as
she tried to seduce the punters. Sam
Makar’s transformation into the sinister
Judge Turpin was tremendous. His voice
resonated richly and his cruel imposing
stillness on stage carried great power. The
show-stealing number for me was the duet
between Judge Turpin and Sweeney Todd
over the virtues of Pretty Women.
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The show featured two wonderful debuts
- Rachel Xuereb as Tobias and Xaver
Freigassner as Anthony. Xaver’s crystalclear voice soared in his solo of Johanna
and his role as naive companion, Anthony,
was acted with precision and heart. His
scenes with Johanna, played to perfection
by Paige Corcoran, were bittersweet; the
young lovers’ yearning for one another
thwarted by Turpin and Todd. Paige’s
song, Green Finch was particularly
impressive, in the purity of her voice and
sheer range visible from this talented
actress. Rachel Xuereb was full of humour,
fizzling on stage with character. Her
portrayal as Tobias was endearing, and her
interaction with Nyree Williams on stage
often unwittingly captured my attention.
Her part in the dramatic final scene
lingers, with that haunting final refrain of
Pat-a-cake sung whilst still grinding the
meat, sending shivers still.

she revelled in her character’s bawdy
brashness in numbers like Worst Pies in
London yet showed tenderness in both her
unrequited yearning for Sweeney and her
maternal bond for Tobias.

But it was Nyree Williams’ Mrs Lovett
that stole the hearts of the audience. An
incredible actress, she captivated our
attention with her lovable cockney swagger
and bravado. With absolute conviction,

Black humour resonated; Miles Rosbrook’s
Bird Seller provided needed levity and
Edward Shinner positively oozed on stage
with his oil-slicked Beadle. The constant
hand-wringing and sycophantically greasy

From the opening to the very end, the
show’s success belonged to the immersive
feeling of dark humour blended with
horror. The Company would frequently
emerge, blending their evocative refrains
to ‘swing your razor wide, Sweeney’ with
menacingly leaning gestures. Yet members
of the Company would then be seen
ambling innocently up to Sweeney’s lair,
only to be sliced with gusto. Those final
splutterings of life began comically, then
subsided as the body count climbed,
before the final victim, Lucy, took her slide
down the elaborate contraption that linked
Sweeney’s barber shop chair to the bakehouse.

voice made for a fantastic role to watch
as he helped Judge Turpin to scheme
and wheedle against Johanna. But it was
Nyree Williams’ and Elliot James’ brilliantly
satirical rendition of A Little Priest that
captured this dark humour best. Waltzing
around stage, rolling pin held aloft, the
couple cavorted with great chemistry,
whilst pondering the tastes of different
individuals. The tongue-in-cheek lyrics
were matched by the palpable spark
between these two brilliant actors.
A production is far more than its actors
alone: this thrived due to the hard work
of so many working behind the scenes.
James McKelvey’s role as Musical Director
was pivotal to the success; the orchestra
were flawless and the challenging
harmonies clearly rehearsed to perfection.

The incomparable technical support from
the dedicated crew deserve special praise
– slick management of the extremely
difficult set met with seamless transitions
– thanks to Mr Woollhead and his team.
The fabulous costumes and props sourced
by Mrs Purcell, the brilliant and vivid
make-up and hair design work by Ms
Densem and her team, the precision of the
choreography from Dr Ruben – all made
this production the visual spectacle of
seedy 1800s London it was.
And to Mrs James, the mastermind of it
all, we say a special thanks as a School.
A production is a labour of love, and this
musical was testament to the hours of hard
work and dedication, pushing the cast to
greater levels, advising and directing their
performances whilst welcoming new cast
members to the drama family. Mrs Lovett
sings, ‘All good things come to those who
wait’ and for six months, the School waited
for Sweeney Todd. They got better than
‘good’ – this was fantastic.
L McKee
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The Musicians - National Theatre
Connections Festival, The REP
On 4th May 2016, the Fourth Form
Drama Company set off for a day at the
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, ready to
perform Patrick Marber’s The Musicians.
The play, chosen by Director Lucy McKee
from a diverse list offered by The National
Theatre Connections Festival, tells the
story of a group of young musicians,
travelling to Moscow in order to perform
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony as part
of a European Festival. On their arrival
in Moscow, the orchestra’s conductor,
played brilliantly by Nandini Bulchandani,
discovers that all the instruments have
been impounded by Customs. Timofey
Abbasov played The Who/Pinball Wizard
obsessed, air-guitar playing cleaner at
the concert hall who conjures a plan
allowing the musicians to continue with the
performance without their instruments.
There was great excitement on entering
the theatre as the pupils were able to
gauge the size of the stage upon which
they would be performing. The pupils
were in awe at the theatre building,
winding their way through a maze of
corridors, dressing rooms and stagebuilding workshops in order to reach the
Green Room for a formal welcome by
theatre staff.
Having settled in, the buzz was palpable
as the pupils were called on stage to
go through technical preparations. The
Company, keen to demonstrate their
professionalism, waited patiently for
instructions, as The REP Stage Manager,
adorned with headphones, clipboard and
radio, whispered to the technicians in
the lighting box. Bromsgrove’s very own
‘techies’, Ethan McClean and Billy Dunlop
joined the theatre’s crew for the day,
gaining invaluable hands-on experience of
running a professional lighting and sound
desk during a show.

Following technical preparations and
lunch, pupils were treated to a workshop
with other schools who were also
performing that evening. This proved to
be a great warm-up for the evening show,
with the Company soon raring to go! As the
performance of The Musicians drew near,
pupils waited in the corridors at the side of
the stage, encouraging and applauding the
other schools and theatre groups. Despite
being a competition, it was clear that there
was a mutual love of performing as well
as respect and recognition amongst all
of the people involved. This made for a
wonderfully supportive atmosphere.
Despite having performed the play twice
before in the School Drama Studio, the
challenges of transferring the performance
to a large stage in a short space of
time are not insignificant. However, the
performance was simply wonderful.
Having seen the production some weeks
earlier, my expectations were high, but
without doubt the performance at The REP
had an edge, fuelled by the sheer joy and
excitement of being in an historic theatre
space. The performance concluded with
loud applause and cheers from family,
friends and children; the opportunity
to sing Pinball Wizard once more was
relished by our young actors, and the
energy was infectious.
Mrs McKee and I were of course extremely
proud of the pupils, lifted only by the
praise lavished upon them by The REP
staff, who were thoroughly impressed
by their impeccable behaviour and
professionalism throughout the day. This
was a wonderful and fulfilling experience
for all involved. Playing Pinball Wizard on
the air-guitar is one thing – Tchaikovsky’s
Fourth on air-violin/flute/cello/clarinet …
that’s quite something else!
T James

RADA
The RADA Shakespeare Awards continue
to thrive at Bromsgrove; this prestigious
award is run by the Royal Academy
for Dramatic Arts and was assessed in
School by a RADA Director in early May
2016. This was following our successful
performance evening, putting pieces into
action in front of an audience made up of
fellow pupils, parents and staff.
This year, with a new Messenger
Award category for those aged 12-14,
students savoured the chance to develop
techniques and experiment with speeches
from some of Shakespeare’s greatest
characters. From Puck’s farewell to the
audience to Ariel’s fiery boasting over
creating a tempest, we enjoyed the vast
selection of material.
Bronze and Silver students explored
sonnets too, and the complexities of
characters such as Dionyza from Pericles,
Richard II, Imogen from Cymbeline and
Rutland from Henry VI part 3.
We are proud that twenty students were
awarded certificates. May congratulations
to the following.
Messenger Award
Nandini Bulchandani
Anya Butler
Lauren Court
Olivia Dalby
Lily-Rose Faulkner-Schütt
Phoebe Fletcher
Abigail Gill
Ellie Johnson
Valentina Malagon
Lauren Milburn
Abigail Mitchell
Holly Nichols
William Porter
Bronze
Abbah Abbah
Liberty Guillamon
Deimena Kaukenaite
Lennart Sillmann
Silver
Charlotte Bayliss
Nanci Burbidge
Megan Thompson
L McKee
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Prep Music
House Singing
Preparatory School pupils performed
with their Houses for the highly
anticipated House Singing Competition,
which this year carried the theme of
Movies. Performances included songs
from Mary Poppins, Despicable Me,
A Hard Day’s Night and Brave. The
triumphant House this year was Boulton,
with their spectacular rendition of
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, made
even more enjoyable with staff pulling
out all the stops and dressing up as
characters from the film. Director of Music,
Mr McKelvey, had the very difficult job of
adjudicating the competition, which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Junior and Senior
House Music
Competition
There was fierce competition in our House
Music Competitions this year with all
students displaying outstanding levels of
performance. Congratulations go out to our
junior competition winners: Yannis Schell
(overall winner, trumpet and violin), Gareth
Tindall (piano), Chloe Arnold (woodwind,
recorder), Max Goodwin (percussion,
drums), Teah Petrova (voice), and
Arvind Gowri Shankar (brass, trumpet).
Later in the year our senior competition
took place and congratulations go out
to: Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins (overall
winner, saxophone and piano), Vincent
Li (piano), Keira Sehdeva (strings, violin),
Jake Wingfield (brass, trumpet), Elyzia
Wong (percussion, xylophone), Lucy Trigg
(voice) and Joshua Lawson (woodwind,
saxophone).
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Prep School
Concerts
Our junior and senior ensembles have
grown in size considerably, and this year
we held Christmas and Summer Concerts.
Our groups have been so committed
throughout the year and a huge thank you
and congratulations go to Chapel Choir,
Prep School Choir, Junior Choir, Orchestra,
Junior Orchestra, Jazz Group, Brass
Group, Rock Group, Flute Group, Ukulele
Group, String Group and Recorder Group.
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Year 3 String
Scheme

Cheltenham
Performing Arts
Festival
For the very first time, the Preparatory
School entered the Junior Choir into the
Cheltenham Performing Arts Festival.
The choir performed beautifully, with
many spectators becoming somewhat
emotional at their superb rendition
of Count of Me. The adjudicator was
extremely complementary of the choir and
commented how amazing it was to have
100 students filling the entire stage of
Cheltenham Town Hall. Mrs Russell and
the rest of the staff were extremely proud
of our younger students and can’t wait to
perform at the Festival next year.

Chapel Choir
In the second year of the newly formed
Chapel Choir, auditions were very
competitive, with a final forty-two members
being selected for the group. The choir
really flourished this year, singing A
Capella in three-parts, performing
challenging works from the likes of Boyce,
Chilcott, Rutter and Franck. The choir
have worked extremely hard to make our
important services and concerts extra
special. Well done and thank you to all of
the students who have been so committed
to the choir.

The String Scheme had a spectacular
second year, where all Year 3s learnt the
violin, viola, cello or double bass. The
String team worked hard to teach the
students about technique and how to
read music. This was showcased in two
fabulous performances in Routh Hall,
where the spectacle of watching sixty
students play together was appreciated
by all. During the second performance,
the Senior School Orchestra joined
in, performing alongside the Year 3s
in a brilliant arrangement of the CanCan, written by our very own in-house
composer, Mr Knight (Assistant Director
of Music). We look forward to working
with the students who will be carrying on
learning instruments with us in Year 4.
S Hyland
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Inter-House
Song Competition

Senior Music
Music Scholars’ Concert
The first recital of the year is given by
Music Scholars from Year 7 to the Upper
Sixth. The concert began with our younger
performers: trumpeters Archie BathamRead, Sebastian Harrison and Archie
Holder and the deeper brass tones of
Tristan Hall, Freddie Harvey-Gilson and
Joshua Osborn-Patel. The audience
were equally moved by cellist Theo Bell
and violinists, Heidi Collie, Amy Nolan
and Keira Sehdeva; saxophonists Tom
Chapman, Ben Hollingworth, Josh Lawson
and Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins; Christie
Lloyd, soprano; Eliyzia Wong, xylophone;
and pianists Anya Sharma-James and
Jude Wynter.

The second half demonstrated the
talents of Fifth and Sixth Form Scholars
Sarah Chapman (trumpet), Emily Smith
(tenor horn) and Dan Stokes (trombone);
violinists Brittany Collie and Oliver Hall,
violist Olivia Wormald and cellist William
Draper-Barr; as well as percussionist Ben
Adamson and George Bingham, pianists
Patrick Dolan and Anna Ho, baritone
Dan Johnson, guitarist Benedict Mann,
saxophonist Tom Muir and flautist Anna
Rogers. Congratulations to each and every
performer on this occasion; testament
indeed to their skill and dedication to
music and thanks are also extended
warmly to the teachers and families for
their guidance and support.

After the late September evening sun
fades and the busy Michaelmas term takes
hold, there is little to match the joy of the
annual Inter-House Song Competition. The
timing of this ‘feel good’ event is perfect:
just before the break for half term, and
richly deserved, as each House works hard
together to win one of the coveted prizes.
This year’s adjudicator, Mr Ben Sawyer,
was impressed by the quality and diversity
of the songs on a theme of Weather…
Greased Lightning, Cold as Ice, Summer
of ’69, Shine and Here comes the Sun all
featured in the collection. The adjudicator
awarded prizes to Thomas Cookes for Best
Creative Performance; Nikita Perevoznikov
of Housman Hall for Best Conductor;
Runner Up was Elmshurst for It’s Raining
Men and Winners Hazeldene for their
performance of Summertime Sadness.
But this is as much about participation
and teamwork as winning and giving each
pupil in the House a ‘voice’. As usual, performances were uploaded to the YouTube
channel and have been viewed literally
thousands of times!
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Christmas Concert
A fine Christmas Concert had a
programme of items that could have been
wrapped and placed round a Christmas
tree: some large, some small, something
for all the family. The Big Band, directed
by Mr Martin, opened the evening with
a set of three numbers, including The
Christmas Song with vocal soloist Olivia
Wormald, who was also involved in the
next item from the Upper Sixth Musicians:
Fairytale of New York. The Windband,
directed by Mr Dunlop, followed with In
the Hall of the Mountain King and music
from Frozen. After Mr McKelvey and Miss
McCanlis had played some movements
of Tchaikovsky’s seasonal ballet The
Nutcracker, arranged for piano duet, the
first half closed with the Brass Group,
directed by Mrs Hattersley, in the Imperial
March from Star Wars and two further
Yuletide favourites: White Christmas and
Deck the Halls. After the interval, the
Orchestra played Mr Knight’s Fantasia
on Hanacpachap Cussicuinin which he
based on an old hymn tune from Peru;
they followed this with a spirited version
of one of Moskowski’s Spanish Dances.

Some smaller groups followed: The
Saxophone Ensemble played a version of
God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen, the String
Orchestra, directed by Mr Campbell-Kelly,
played three pieces ending with Corelli’s
Christmas Concerto, and the Flute Group
gave us a little more from The Nutcracker.
A highly enjoyable evening ended with
the Senior Jazz Ensemble, directed by Mr
Roberts, playing Canteloupe Island and
the Chamber Choir singing us out with We
Wish You a Merry Christmas.

Bristol Cathedral
Evensong
Our annual visit to sing Evensong in the
UK’s great cathedrals this year took us to
Bristol with the Chamber Choir ready to
perform. We were warmly welcomed and
set about rehearsing the music for the
service upon arrival: responses by Richard
Ayleward (1626-1669), the evening
canticles by John Stainer (1840-1901) in
E flat, and Edvard Grieg’s (1843-1907)
gorgeous a cappella setting of Ave Maris
Stella (Hail Star of the Sea). The Chamber
Choir performed beautifully, enhanced by
such a wonderful acoustic, and of
course our fabulous School organist.
A dozen Bromsgrove parents attended the
service, many of whom have travelled each
year to support their chorister sons and
daughters, and it was much appreciated to
have their support during the service.
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Pop and Jazz
The annual Pop and Jazz night in early
May night was a stunning display of
musical talent from our pupils; Preparatory
School musicians Sophia Meadows,
Jake Wingfield, Lucy Trigg and Imogen
Vaughan Hawkins took to the stage
amongst seasoned performers giving their
final stand at an event that is always well
supported by musicians and audience
alike. It was a delight to behold and
it was in fact the last time Routh Hall
would be used for this purpose. School
ensembles were well represented – Mrs
Hattersley’s Brass Group were in fine
form in four numbers, including Queen’s
complex Bohemian Rhapsody and an
arrangement by Emily Smith, who sang
and accompanied Natasha Osborn Patel
in Hallelujah. Natasha formed an assured
duet with Olivia Sutherland later in the
evening; Flute Group cruised through
Coldplay’s Vida la vida; the Senior Jazz
Ensemble in two numbers, one with
vocalist Bizza Walters led by Mr Roberts
with some excellent improvisation from
each and every performer, frontline and
rhythm section; the Sax Ensemble and
Fourth Form Jazz Group were clearly
having a great time in their renditions of
well-known classics; and the Windband
with Mr Dunlop took us through a superb
medley of movie themes by John Williams.

Tom Muir and band bounced through
Brubeck’s famous Take 5, and we heard
Sam Makar, Ben Adamson and George
Bingham’s original My God rock the
room. Sam and Nyree Williams duetted
beautifully with Fade into you before
Upper Fourth musicians Christie Lloyd,
Amy Nolan, Archie Batham-Read and
Archie Holder revisited their first-rate
performance of Adele’s Rolling in the
deep from the Head of Year Concert last
term. Those making their first Pop and
Jazz appearance included Kiren Doyle
with John Legend’s Ordinary People, the
Pop Choir in Meghan Trainor’s Like I’m
Gonna Lose You with Miss McCanlis at
the keyboard, Archie Parker sang two
classic tracks – including some brilliant
whistling! – and Oscar and Prashant
Gurung with Jacky Chung and Calvin
Fu gave a touching performance of All I
want by James Flanigan. Brotherly love
also existed in the form of Xaver and
Vincenz Freigassner supporting Olivia
Wormald in Ed Sheeran’s Thinking Out
Loud before Olivia poured her heart out in
Burt Bacharach’s famous Make It Easy On
Yourself.
Staff were equally well-represented
conducting, at the piano and singing,
including Miss Hanson and Mr McKelvey,
before the Big Band led by Mr Martin
ended the night in great style with Dan
Johnson crooning through a jazz-style
Smells Like Teen Spirit, with other solos
from Archie Batham-Read, Tom Chapman
and Tom Muir.
It was a sensational night of high calibre
music making and one to be cherished
for some time to come. All performances
were filmed and available to view on the
School’s YouTube channel.
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Bromsgrove’s
Got Talent
There are two words I would use to
describe Bromsgrove’s Got Talent absolutely amazing.
It was a night filled with music, laughter
and joy. The show kicked off with our very
own staff band who rocked out with an
old classic. Following this, two Housman
Hallians from my own House took to
the stage. Abbah Abbah performed an
incredible rendition of Vance Joy’s Riptide
in a capella that had everyone singing
and clapping along. Alya Azman also
blew the judges and the audience away
by performing a song that she had written
herself. It was amazing to see the hidden
talents we have in our midst.
The winners of the show were absolutely
outstanding; Paige Corcoran and Xaver
Freigassner singing A Great Big World’s
Say Something, accompanied on piano by
Vincent Freigassner. Their performance
moved the audience almost to tears.
It was amazing to see so many people
come supporting Children in Need and
helping to raise money for those who are
less fortunate than ourselves. Overall it was
an extremely wonderful way to end the
year and I look forward to the next one.

Chinese Concert
The annual Chinese Concert has long
been a tradition of the Bromsgrove
Chinese community, organised entirely by
current students, with help and support
from Mrs Boonnak (Head of EAL) and Mr
Kingston, who is in charge of the lighting
and sound equipment. With the new Sixth
Form students’ contribution, the concert
was hugely successful and by far the best
Chinese Concert in the past four years.
New reforms were made to create a
more interesting concert. Our committee
members came up with the idea of a
competition, asking the audience to vote
for their favourite performance of the night.
We also decided to prioritise performances
that were accompanied by live music.
Therefore, out of eighteen performances,
only one used a soundtrack.

Although all performances were splendid,
there were a few highlights. The concert
began with a punk rock song called Wake
Up performed by the rock band, Big Four.
This was followed by a duet performed
by our junior students. The Voice of
China, a group of four passionate singers
accompanied by a Naplist fellow, showed
off their improvements from last years’
concert. Marco Tai, overall winner, filled
Routh Hall with his tremendous voice and
professional technique. The night ended
with a soft rock performance.
Next year the committee aims to promote
the event more widely in order to attract
new pupils, as well as existing international
students, to share in the joy of the concert.
Matthew Lou
(on behalf of the Chinese Concert
Committee)

Demi Olugbenga
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Fourth Form
Head of Year
Concert
Congratulations to the following pupils who
performed brilliantly at the Fourth Form
Head of Year session in January: Maddie
Bache, Archie Batham-Read, Heidi Collie,
Lily Rose Faulkner Schuett, Charis Kwan,
Maggie Lau, Georgia Lyons, Amy Nolan,
Christie Lloyd, Abigail Hughes, Sarah
Pickering, Tom Chapman, Max Campbell,
Archie Holder, Nandini Bulchandani
and Jude Wynter. There was an eclectic
mixture of music, solos and ensembles,
and each performer rose to the occasion
of performing to an audience of over 300;
no mean feat.

Concert Trips
We have enjoyed performances in
Symphony Hall this year with GCSE
musicians travelling to hear the City
of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra
celebrating music on a theme of Romeo
and Juliet; and the A level pupils heard
their set work – Shostakovich’s Symphony
No.5 – in a performance by the Moscow
State Symphony Orchestra. Live music
should never be taken for granted or
seen as a luxury, and it was fantastic
to contribute to capacity crowds at the
venue. A level musicians also took the
afternoon to sit in on an open rehearsal
of professional choir and orchestra, The
Sixteen, in an all-Handel programme
in Worcester Cathedral, meeting the
conductor Harry Christophers and
discussing the works of their favourite
composers.

Chamber Choir at
Malvern Priory
The Chamber Choir visited Malvern Priory
in early June to participate in a concert to
commemorate The Queen’s 90th birthday
and 400 years since Shakespeare’s death.
Singing alongside the 100-strong Malvern
Festival Chorus, members of the Chamber
Choir were thrilled to receive praise for
their fabulous singing of some lighter
settings, and received an open invitation
to return again for a future concert. Music
for Shakespeare featured texts and music
by English composers such as Vaughan
Williams, Parry and John Rutter.
Mr McKelvey also sang the Finzi songcycle Let us garlands bring with Mr
Knight at the piano, and the concert
was performed to a capacity audience
in the Priory. It was a superb evening of
celebration not only of monarchy and
Shakespeare but also of choral singing.
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Commemoration
Concert

Informal
Concerts

The annual celebrations of
Commemoration begin for many on the
last Thursday of term when we welcomed
back those on study leave to perform in
ensembles and choirs for the last formal
concert of the academic year. We paid
tribute to our Upper Sixth musicians who
have supported extra-curricular music as
both soloists and ensemble players, and
we enjoyed hearing them and others in
performances of the highest calibre.

The Informal Concert series continued this
year with four concerts for soloists and
smaller chamber groups – these concerts
are open to all performers of any age and
ability, and they are a fabulous way to
welcome musicians to the stage in a warm
and friendly atmosphere. The audience,
usually numbering forty or fifty people,
are treated to an array of musical talents
from various styles, cultures and genres,
from new music to old favourites. All
performances can be seen on the School’s
YouTube channel.

Individual
Successes
140 Associated Board music examinations
have taken place this year. Many follow
this graded exam system – which in its
upper stages can contribute towards
University entry – and build new
repertoire, technical skills and musical
appreciation for life through its course.
Passing these exams (receiving a mark
over 100 out of 150) is not always easy,
and it takes dedication and regular
practice to achieve the higher marks of
Merit (120) and Distinction (130). It has
therefore been of great significance that of
our entries, no fewer than forty-nine Merits
and thirty-two Distinctions.
Joshua Osborn-Patel, Jude Wynter
and Anna Rogers took part in county
competitions this year: Anna won first prize
in the first Young Musicians’ Platform of
the Bromsgrove International Musicians’
Competition (BIMC), Jude taking second
prize. Jude also reached the second round
of the prestigious BBC Young Musician
of the Year. Many, many congratulations
to all – the future is set clear and we are
lucky to witness the talents of our pupils
not just in their individual pursuits but in
their collective musicality and contribution
to the arts at School.
J McKelvey
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Prep Art
Art Exhibition
Pupils from Years 5, 6, 7 and 8 exhibited
their end of year art work in a superb open
art show, revealing their amazing creative
talents to parents and teachers. A variety
of beautiful work was shown, ranging from
hanging textiles and paintings to sketch
book studies, printing and pottery; the
imagery revealed a host of the pupils’
fantastic abilities. Colours and textures
filled the Llanwrytd centre Art rooms
with life and learning. The art show was
a beautiful end to a superb year of Art
education that celebrates our pupils’
dedication and success.
V Barron
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Fine Art
Mark Lippett, an award winning Fine
Artist from Staffordshire, visited Year 6 Art
lessons to teach pupils some of his tricks
of the trade. Mark introduced the pupils
to new media to further enhance their
drawing skills, as well as showing them his
atmospheric drawings and paintings which
depict quiet and unpopulated landscapes.
A Read

Year 8 at Hagley Hall
Year 8 spent two creative mornings at
Hagley Hall, with the kind permission of
Lord and Lady Cobham. Lord Cobham
started the mornings off with some
very interesting historical tales about
the family, house and gardens. Pupils
then drew memorabilia and decorations
within the incredibly beautiful house
where sculptures, Italianate plasterwork,
paintings and antique furniture adorned
the rooms.

Pupils also took inspiration from the
wonderful grounds and gardens, drawing
around the Park’s landscape.
It has been a thoroughly enjoyable
experience drawing from primary
observation on site which has helped
pupils show their artistic flair and
developing talents.
V Barron
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Senior Art
IB Exhibition
The IB Visual Art Exhibition showcased
the work of first year students studying the
International Baccalaureate. Contributors
were Hanna Fastrich, Dina Körzdörfer,
Andreea Mihaescu, Leka Mpigi, Hao
Nian, Bryony Ralph, Hannah Schieck,
Sirinda Songthumjitti, Megan Thompson,
Magdalena Tsvetanova.
S McWilliams
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ADT End of Year
Exhibition
and Fashion Show
As in previous years, visitors to the Art
and Design Technology End of Year Show
were treated to a huge variety of work from
Senior School pupils.
This year was a little different in that the
Lower Sixth, now working under a new
exam specification, curated their own
exhibition space. Working in teams, they
evaluated each other’s work, selected
pieces and organised collaborative shows
which explained their journey throughout
the new A level course.
The Upper Sixth gallery was the strongest
we have ever seen. Work ranged from
conceptual and ethereal architectural
fashion to an exploration of colonies and
cocoons in porcelain and silk threads.
Paintings became 3D and photography
had an interactive element, demanding
engagement from the viewer.

The show on the catwalk was a celebration
of the best that the Art Department offers;
pupils in Textiles and Art created pieces
for, or based on, the body. Audiences are
always amazed that we only buy plain
black or white fabric and the explosion
of colour, the diversity of materials and
ingenuity of construction are all in-house
inventions.
Also featuring in the Exhibition were the
Design Technology Upper Sixth leavers’
display boards where they exhibited some
superb work, as well as discussing the
huge variety of destinations for their life
after Bromsgrove - with many going on to
study architecture, engineering and design
related disciplines. The displays also
featured AS work, GCSE work and pieces
from Fifth Form which included the entries
into the Starpack design competition where the pupils had been phenomenally
successful - and the design of the poster
for the Fourth Form production, The
Musicians. The success of our electric
car ‘The Chicken’ was celebrated as the
team builds towards the 2016 international
finals in October.
S Morgans
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Sport
Prep Athletics
In the ESAA National Track and Field Cup,
the boys amassed over 400 points to rank
them as the leading team in the Midlands,
whilst the girls accumulated an impressive
372 points – more than double the amount
of any other school in their category. In the
Midland A Final, the boys just missed out
on qualifying for the Nationals, finishing as
runners up in the Midlands. The girls also
narrowly missed out on a place, coming
third overall.
Good things were to come in the annual
District Championships which saw 300m
runner Lewis Harper gain first place, along
with Sam Roberts first in the 80m hurdles
(School record) and second in the triple
jump. The 4x100m boys’ relay team of
Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart, Simi Jolaoso
and Sam Roberts were also awarded
first place. These results were on top of
Simisola Jolaoso’s and Mitchell Hare’s
second place finishes in the high jump
and 800m respectively.

At the IAPS regional Track and Field
Championships in Oxfordshire, Year 6 boys
Louis Upton and Billy McDonough broke
the School 70m hurdles record twice,
along with a one-two win for both in the
same event. Billy followed this with victory
in the long jump. The boys’ 4x100m
relay team also won and qualified for the
National Final.

Seven Year 8 girls represented the
Bromsgrove and Redditch District athletics
team at Nunnery Wood. Hannah Sahota
came second in her heat of the 200m
and went through to the finals. Daisy-Mai
Clements competed in the 800m and long
jump, Grace Dieppe in the discus and
800m, Lena Siller in the 1500m, Lucia
Goodwin in shot put and Lucy Day and
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins in the javelin.
Sam Roberts, Lewis Harper, Mitchell
Hare and Simisola Jolasoso went forward
to represent the boys at the County
Championships. Sam was crowned
runner up in the 80m hurdles and triple
jump, and went on to county level at
the prestigious Mason Trophy where he
finished in fifth position. Previously, only
four other boys have achieved this result at
the Prep School.

In the boys’ Year 7 age group our leading
athletes gained a number of places and
valuable points to add to the tally at the
end of the day. It was, however, our Year
8s who recorded many lifetime best
performances including Sam Roberts
(winner of the long and triple jumps), and
Ethan Hart and Lewis Harper who ran an
epic race – both athletes went under 42
seconds but it was Ethan who just held out
for the win. The boys’ 4x100m relay team
won and went through to contest the title
at the National Final.
Whilst the academic school year had
finished, Prep athletes enjoyed their
finest ever day at the IAPS National
Championships. Sam Roberts became
the boys’ National Champion not just in
the long jump (jumping 5.44m), but also
in the triple jump with a best of 11.49m.
Sam has achieved considerable success
at these championships over last two years
and he even managed to retain the long
jump title he won in Year 7.
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This is alongside Daisy-Mai Clements who
is now the girls’ National IAPS Champion,
having smashed the record in the triple
jump (10.74m).
The gold rush continued on the track
when Billy McDonough and Louis Upton
both ran superbly in the final of the Year
6 boys’ 70m hurdles: Billy first in 11.96
seconds and Louis second in 11.97
seconds.
In the Year 8 boys’ events, Ethan Hart
broke the School 300m record by finishing
with a new lifetime best performance of
41.08 seconds, and fourth overall, only a
tenth from a bronze medal.
Lewis Harper contested the Year 8 boys’
300m in a time of 43.57 seconds. The
Year 8 boys’ 4x100m sprint relay team of
Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart, Sam Roberts
and Jamie Wood won their heat but in
the final were disqualified for a minor
technicality (they would have finished
second). Max Rusling competed in the
Year 8 boys’ shot put and was just below
his seasons best performance.
The Year 6 boys’ 4 x100m sprint relay
team of Billy McDonough, Louis Upton,
William Brown and Sebastian Purvis won
their heat and finished in overall fifth
position in the final.
Overall, the boys’ IAPS team received the
second highest number of gold medals
by any School (after Millfield) at these
championships.
The Year 8 girls’ 4x100m relay team of
Claudia Bullock, Grace Dieppe, Daisy-Mai
Clements and Hannah Sahota finished
6th, placing Bromsgrove Prep as one of
the top eight schools in the country.
Well done also to Hannah Sahota who
competed in the hurdles event and
qualified through to the final where she
was positioned fourth in the country.
G Jones and J Weller
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Senior Badminton Senior Basketball

Senior Athletics
Once again athletics has continued
to improve with a large number of
competitors having participated in fixtures
throughout a successful term. These
positive performances are underpinned
by the hard work and effort that the
pupils have demonstrated during training
sessions. The senior boys’ team have
continued their winning ways, as they have
throughout the last few years, with victories
in each Saturday fixture against some very
good schools.
The girls have also enjoyed a very strong
and successful season. At their first meet,
they won overall, with wins for both the
senior and junior girls. The winning streak
continued as the girls went on to claim
three out of five fixtures, with their final
position never dropping out of the top
three. A special mention must go to the
junior girls who won every single meet they
competed at.
The intermediate boys’ team have followed
their elder teammates and have won
almost all of the events with a number
of pupils competing brilliantly each
week in several events. Charles Sapwell,
Rufus Hulbert and Harry Liversidge have
competed well in a variety of events ably
supported by other boys.

Prep Hammer
This year the Prep School boys have been
focusing on getting hammer throwing off
the ground and we are now seeing a term’s
hard work come to fruition.
Year 8 boys were in action at the ESAA
Midland Final of the National Cup. Nhun
Sasalaksananon and Teddy Venables both
threw superbly to record throws of just
under 30m which was over five metres
further than the previous School record,
held by none other than the current 1st XV
captain, Alex Nisbet back in 2011. Nhun’s
best throw was 28.32m while Teddy was
just behind with 27m (despite throwing
32m in training).

The hammer event was incorporated into
the Sports Day programme this year for the
first time and Bromsgrove is not aware of
any other Prep School which has hammer
on sports day.
Finally, Teddy Venables was selected to
compete for the District hammer team and
took part in the Worcestershire County
Championships.
We look forward to hearing about how the
boys progress in this discipline as they
move through the Senior School.
G Jones

There was more success within the English
Schools’ Track and Field Cup, where the
boys and girls progressed to the Midlands
Finals. In difficult conditions the boys’
team managed to produce eleven personal
best performances, however they just fell
short of qualifying for the National Final.
The girls claimed the runners up spot
also just missing out on progression to the
Nationals.
Although the junior boys have not
managed to win events as a team, there
have been lots of positives for them to take
from the season. Several athletes have
managed to secure PBs and distances
with several taking part in the English
Schools’ Competition. Hopefully they
can continue to work hard and develop
throughout their time in the intermediate
team.

This year an outstanding number of
athletes were selected to compete for
Hereford and Worcester at the National
Track and Field Championships. Olivia
Corcoran for the 75m hurdles and 4x100m
relay, Isabel James for the 800m, Harry
Liversidge for the 100m hurdles and
4x100m relay, Bethany Lloyd for the
100m Sprint and 4x100m relay, Candice
Lockett for the Hammer and Abigail
Saker for the 3000m. Bethany Lloyd also
achieved a place for the English Schools’
combined championships in September
2016. Her team, Hereford and Worcester,
won the junior girls’ Midland round. Such
achievements are very impressive as they
will be competing against the best in the
land.
The strength of the girls’ team was
highlighted further by shining individual
performances. Kitty Luscombe at the
County Championships won the 800m
earning her a place in the Mason Trophy
and five athletes represented Hereford
and Worcester at the English Schools’
County Championship. For the boys, Harry
Liversidge, Georgy Muradov, Vasilii Borisov,
Harry Pugh, Sam Duan and Joel Kordan
were chosen to represent at the Mason
Trophy.
This season the hard work, dedication
and training has shown itself in the results
achieved.
L Mullan and Kirsty Beswick (Girls’
Captain)

The badminton team have strived for
success throughout the year, with the U14
boys’ and girls’ teams breezing through
the North Worcestershire and the county
schools’ tournament to come third in the
regional round, narrowly missing out on
the National event. In the U16 schools’
tournament, both teams sadly missed out
on progressing to the county round.
Selection has been strong this year across
all of the age groups, with around thirty
or more pupils being selected to train
with the academy. The academy sessions
badminton have given younger players the
opportunity to step up to the 1st team by
improving their skills and knowledge of the
game. Badminton has also been a popular
lunchtime and weekend activity, with
regular sessions being well attended.
The team were brilliantly captained by
Jackie Cheung and Alice Elt this year, and
both teams have performed exceptionally
well.
The girls’ 1st team have shown immense
strength, winning all eleven games this
season. It is also a third year in a row
which they have been unbeaten.
The boys have not enjoyed the same
success this year, however they have
performed well all season. An undoubted
positive is that that younger pupils were
given the opportunity to test themselves
against older opponents and compete for
the school first team.

Basketball at Bromsgrove has enjoyed
another successful season, especially at
junior level. The U14 team created history
when they reached the regional semi-finals
of the National competition, going through
as one of the top sixteen schools in the
country. The Bromsgrove side progressed
through the county competition winning
eight games against local schools, the
closest game being against Christopher
Whitehead which required a last minute
winner from Edward Aston. There were
record wins against Ormiston Academy
(61-27) and Landau Forte School (53-32),
however this success could not quite be
recreated against William Brookes School
and their competition dreams came
to an end. However, the whole squad
contributed to this successful run and
everyone should be very proud of their
achievements. I am sure that the team will
be looking forward to continuing in their
development next year and beyond.
The senior teams did not manage as much
success as the junior side, although they
did demonstrate huge amounts of progress
towards the end of the season. There were
wins against Rugby School, Old Swinford
Hospital and Loughborough Grammar,
as well as a brilliant performance, albeit
eventually losing the match, against North
Bromsgrove High School. Jordan Lee has
led the team brilliantly, ably supported by
Daniel Lam and Alex Wong.
L Mullan

Outside of School we have had some
exceptional individuals playing badminton
in the County Development programme
including Shams Ali Baig, Thomas Eaves,
Figo Man, Joshua Osborn Patel and Adrian
Wong. Beth Hambling has also done
exceptionally well to represent her country
at U15 level.
With players in the junior section showing
real talent, as well as strong representation
in the 1st team, badminton at Bromsgrove
is in a great place and we are already
looking to next year to continue our
successes.
J Parker
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Prep Cricket

U13A

U11A

One thing you can never count on is the
great British weather and unfortunately this
year, it has on more than one occasion got
the better of us. That said the Preparatory
School once again enjoyed an extremely
successful season, with the U13As making
it through to the Midlands’ Final of the
Bunbury Cup for only the third time in
the School’s history and the U12A team
reaching the county final. On an individual
note three boys scored hundreds: Lewis
Harper (100*), Mitchell Hare (137) and
Elliot Willetts (114*) which is a fantastic
achievement. In addition, thirteen boys
have achieved Worcestershire county
recognition. However, the most pleasing
aspect of the season has once again been
the number of boys who have had the
opportunity to represent the School, with
a record nineteen teams playing over 150
fixtures with more than 200 boys taking
part.

Despite an extremely frustrating season
that has been heavily disrupted by the
weather, the U13As played twelve games,
winning seven of them, losing four and
playing out an exciting tie against Warwick
School. The season started fantastically,
winning five matches in a row and making
it to the Midlands’ Final (National quarterfinal) of the ECB David English Bunbury
Cup. Unfortunately, in four of the last
five matches the team was unable to bat
out the overs. During this run of results
the team learned a number of tough
lessons about the balance between
positive attacking batting and building
an innings. Throughout the season there
were a number of fantastic individual
performances as well as good team
performances, with everyone contributing.
The bowling, and in particular the fielding,
has improved considerably throughout the
season and despite the poor run of results,
the team spirit was evident as they fought
to the end in every game.

In a frustratingly wet Summer, the U11A
cricketers recovered well after losing to a
strong Abberley Hall side in the first game
of the season. Excellent wins then followed
by beating both Warwick and Dean Close
convincingly by nearly 50 runs. Another
win against Bablake was surely on the
cards before the weather intervened. The
U11As sadly finished the season by losing
to a strong Cheltenham side who adapted
better to the conditions on a slow, wet and
green pitch.

M Burchett

The Summer term closed with a thrilling
U12A County Final v RGS Worcester. The
Bromsgrove side lost the toss against
RGS, who chose to bowl first. Bromsgrove
in turn gave them a target of 176 to win,
with Stuart Shannon getting 74 and
Freddie Fallows getting 42. Bromsgrove
were able to restrict RGS to 143-8, with
Freddie and Stuart both taking three
wickets. RGS ended 32 runs short,
meaning that the Bromsgrove U12s were
deservedly crowned County Champions.
This concluded a successful season
with many boys contributing to winning
performances; including Elliot Willetts
scoring a hundred in the semi-final.

In the 8-a-side hardball competition
the team did not qualify for the County
Final but won the Plate competition as
consolation.
C Munn

U12A
County Final

Freddie Fallows (Captain)
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Senior Boys’
Cricket

Senior Girls’
Cricket

The 1st Xl started the season off in style
by going out to Antigua for the pre-season
tour, which lived up to its expectations
- and more - in every way. Playing in a
different climate and difficult conditions
proved testing at times but overall it
produced some great moments. One
of these was an impressive and special
knock from Henry Moberley at the Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium scoring 100
on a test ground. The team won six
matches in total against opposition of
differing qualities and this set us up for a
successful season back home.

With the rapid growth of girls’ cricket in
the country, it is an exciting time for our
own girls here at Bromsgrove. Throughout
the year the team has worked tirelessly
to improve their technique ahead of the
summer season.

With a 100% winning record for the
first half-term at home, the 1st XI were
comfortably beating opposition such
as Shrewsbury, Clifton and the MCC.
This was made possible with great allround partnerships with bat and bowl,
with different players stepping up and
contributing to make beating a school
such as Shrewsbury by seven wickets
possible. The MCC match this year was
a close affair with Bromsgrove pulling
through in the end with some good hitting
from James Kinder.
The second half-term was not the end to
the season which anyone wanted, losing
heavily to Malvern two Saturdays running
as well as during the Chesterton Cup finals
day in a reduced overs match, followed by
Ellesmere in the U18 National Cup. These
latter matches were unfortunate having
beaten all other opposition convincingly.
In the final few weeks, the weather meant
that games were cancelled against Solihull
and Sedbergh. To end the season in style
there were wins over Monmouth and
Stowe, which helped the team to finish
on a high. The bowlers dominated these
matches and more precisely the spinners,
as they have done all season, working in
partnership.
Overall the boys showed great commitment
on and off the field which created a great
team atmosphere. One of the highlights
of the season has been the way in which
James Taylor has managed to hit and time
the ball the best in the middle, getting us

Their opening game was an U16 fixture
away to Rugby School. Even though this
was their first official cricket fixture, the
girls scored a fantastic 100/4. Despite
losing two early wickets, Tilly Giles steadied
the innings with an experienced innings
of control and technique. A great partnership built between Tilly and Martha
Edge, whereby Martha accelerated the
innings and top scored with 23 from 28
balls. Bromsgrove’s innings were then
solidified by Maisie Hucker, whose county
experience led her to bat out the innings
with Martha. With the ball, Captain Elouise
Brookes opened with Tilly and they both
managed to get early wickets.

out of some very sticky situations on a few
occasions; what a talent!
Four players now depart from the Upper
Sixth, which will inevitably create more
opportunities for the younger years
to shine and show themselves in the
upcoming season.
I cannot end without commenting on how
well the U14A and U15A teams have done
this season; both are County Champions
which isn’t easy and we wish good luck to
the U14s who will represent the School in
the National rounds of the cup next year
as U15s.
A big thank you must go to Mr Fallows
and Mr Tongue for working non-stop
throughout the winter pre-season tour
and summer with us, as well as thanking
Mr Dudley and Mr Riley for their help. Mr
Hare, Head of Grounds, has worked hard
throughout the holidays and term-time to
create the pitches we play on.
Barney Morgan (1st Captain)

Throughout the season the girls’ enthusiasm continued and despite having matches rained off and a narrow cup defeat
to Berkhamsted School, they remained
positive for the season ahead. We will look
to build on this next year through a combination of winter and summer competitions.
E Buckingham
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Prep Cross-Country
During the Michaelmas term, Bromsgrove
Preparatory School hosted the first round
of the U13 ESAA National Cross Country
Cup. The Prep boys ran very well against
twelve other schools and finished in fifth
position overall. The U13 girls ran well in a
strong field, finishing in third place overall.
Both the boys and girls were the first team
home from the county of Herefordshire
and Worcestershire.
Boys
Mitchell Hare (seventh), Vinay Nayak
(twenty-second), Rhys Evans (twentythird), Thomas Holroyd (twenty-eight),
Elliot Willetts (twenty-ninth) and Daniel
Goodwin (thirty-ninth).
Girls
Daisy-Mai Clements (fifth), Lena Siller
(tenth), Hannah Sahota (fifteenth), Ariana
Jones (seventeenth), Grace Dieppe
(twenty-third) and Emily Gittoes (twentysixth).

The girls progressed to the Regional Final
where they performed particularly well to
finish in eight place overall.
On a pleasant but cold afternoon all of the
runners ran in the District Championships.
First home for the boys was Mitchell Hare
in tenth place closely followed by Simisola
Jolaoso, Vinay Nayak and Thomas
Holroyd. Mitchell was selected to represent
the district at the Herefordshire and
Worcestershire County Championships.
Boys and girls from Years 5, 6 and 7
took part in the annual local invitational
cross-country race, which also involves
racing Year 9 students from other schools.
All pupils ran very well and the following
finished in medal positions:
Year 8
Daisy-Mai Clements (second)
Year 7
Elliot Willetts (second), Matthew Hill (third)
Year 6
Sebastian Purvis (first), George Lamb
(second), Billy McDonough (third)
Year 5
Toby Lewis (first), Oscar Bridgewater
(second), James Linklater (third)

Our leading U11 and U13 runners
took part in the 24th annual National
Preparatory Schools’ Cross Country
Championships at Malvern College.
The girls’ U11 team came twenty-third and
the U13 girls an impressive sixth overall.
The boys were very close behind – the
U11 boys in tenth place and the U13 boys
twenty-fourth.
Many thanks as ever to Mr Skipp for
training our pupils throughout the year.
G Jones and J Weller
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Senior Cross-Country
With cross-country training being
introduced in the Michaelmas term
this year, the teams were well prepared
and raring to go by the time the
Lent term began. The first race was
the Worcestershire Cross-Country
Championships. Warley Woods provided
a great hilly, but fairly fast course in good
conditions despite some wet weather.
Abigail Saker, Isabel James, Kirsty
Beswick, Orla Walker, Kieran Walker and
Charles Sapwell all qualified to run for
Worcestershire in the Inter-Counties race.
We competed as usual in the East
Midlands Independent School’s CrossCountry League. The league took place
over five races hosted this year by
Welbeck Defence College, Rugby School,
Worksop College, Uppingham School and
Bromsgrove School, with competitions for
senior boys, junior boys and open girls.
The junior boys managed to finish with
an A and a B team in the league, and an
impressive amount of commitment was
evident in all three squads.
After hosting the final race, the team
standings were as follows: open girls
finished 5th out of fourteen teams, senior
boys finished 5th out of twelve teams,
junior boys’ A finished 7th and junior
boys’ B finished 10th out of eleven teams.
Unfortunately, there were no medals
here, but there were solid and admirable
performances by all with plenty of potential
for next year. Special mentions must go
to team captains Oliver Rogers and Kirsty
Beswick.

Both a girls’ and boys’ team entered into
the historic and nationally competitive King
Henry VIII Relays, six legs of 2.3 miles.
The boys finished 26th out of forty-six
teams and the girls 17th out of twentynine, with our fastest legs from Kieran
Walker (13:35) and Abigail Saker (14:08).
In other competitions, Orla Walker was the
District School’s Champion and qualified
for the English Schools’ and British
Inter-Counties races. Orla was also in the
top fifteen runners in the West Midlands
Cross-Country League and won the Army
Cadet Force junior girls’ Championships.
Kieran Walker also qualified to run in both
the English Schools’ and British InterCounties races and won the Army Cadet
Force senior boys’ British Championships.
Abigail Saker finished 6th in the Midlands’
Championships, 43rd in the National
Championships and 45th in the InterCounties Championships. Isabel James
came 65th in the English Schools,
and also 95th in the Inter-Counties
Championships.
The number of runners for Bromsgrove
were buoyant this year with lots of
promising performances. Cross-country
running is developing well, and I look
forward to seeing the progress and
achievements made next year. Well done
to everyone who took part this year.
M Giles
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Senior Football
Football training began in earnest in early
September for the extended 1st team
squad, with weekly sessions on the astro
to build confidence in our pass and move
style game. The trials produced large
numbers capable of playing at senior
level; hence, a squad of twenty-six players
worked extremely hard each Tuesday to
develop core skills and to evolve a team
shape. A far more adventurous formation
(3-5-2) was determined by the calibre
of players available; experienced centre
backs in Dan Bentley, James Kinder
and Sam Fitzmaurice were able to form
a cohesive unit, which was key to the
system. They were supported and pushed
for their places by impressive new comers
Ryan Tsui and Jack Yu. Mr Brighton was
delighted with the energy, commitment
and endeavour of all the squad throughout
both terms.
An exemplary attitude was set by the
leading players from the previous
season: David Elphinston (Captain), Niall
Simmons, Elliot James, Alex Omelchenko,
Ben Allotey and Ferdinand Agu. They
set the highest of standards and were
strong role models for new players
into the squad environment. The now
traditional pre-season floodlit friendly at
Bromsgrove Sporting resulted in a 2-1
loss against Bristol Grammar School;
much against the run of play, the squad
was hit by two break-away goals, despite
playing attractive attacking football,
whilst simultaneously bedding in the new
formation using the width of the pitch to
attack down the flanks.

Senior Golf
This set a pattern for the 1st XI season:
playing stylish football, yet, not always
getting the results that the quality of play
deserved. Equally, the loss of three fixtures
to the poor weather inhibited match
practice, which meant that by mid-season
the team had not won a game, despite
playing impressively. The midfield axis
of Simmons, Elphinston ably supported
by Charlie Marshall and newcomer Ben
Herridge often dominated games, yet,
small lapses in concentration and a lack
of goals prevented victory. The 1st XI
saved their best performances to the end:
a highly convincing home victory over
Oakham (4-2), was followed by revenge
over Loughborough Grammar School
(1-2 away) after losing to them in the LB
Regional Cup. The latter performance was
the culmination of two terms hard work; a
wide pitch enabled Bromsgrove flair and
skill on the ball to overcome aggressive
opponents. Lower Sixth players Oliver
Price, Joe Bellamy, Ko Sakuma and Suren
Akopyan each showed promise for the
future in these victories.

Golf continues to thrive at Bromsgrove
School. Over the year we played fifteen
fixtures, two practice days and competed
for the School Championship. Our
weekly trip to the range was enhanced
by employing the services of Bromsgrove
professional Robert Laing, and his
coaching advice has been invaluable. In
fixtures versus other schools, the team
won nine and drew two amounting to a
successful season.

The depth of senior talent was shown by
the fact that the 2nd and 3rd teams only
lost one game between them, with notable
victories over Princethorpe, Wycliffe and
Oakham. The U16As highlighted their
potential with impressive performances. I
await their transition to senior football with
much anticipation.

The Midlands’ League campaign was very
successful: Draws against Dean Close and
Shrewsbury were followed by wins against
Rugby and RGS Worcester. These results
mean we are now in second position going
into the Autumn series.

All of the Bromsgrove footballers
owe a debt of gratitude to the tireless
enthusiasm, encouragement and
commitment of their coaches, often with
limited space to practice, as an outlet for
their talents. In particular, Mr Brighton (1st
XI coach) ensured that football is played in
the right spirit but with a competitive edge.
My thanks to all.
S Matthews

Our encounter with the Old Bromsgrovians
was again a close affair. The School team
won the trophy with fine wins for Lawrence
Hill and Tom Robinson, Alex Cox and Nick
Sfrantzis and James Lord and Richard
Vaughan. The OB match is a unique
annual event; the team ranged from
Upper Fourth to Upper Sixth, and the OBs
came from a pool of fairly recent leavers
to the eldest who left the School in 1960.
Lawrence made a gracious speech in reply
to the Captain, Anthony Webb, who spoke
in admiration of the fine representatives of
today’s School.

In the ISGA Cup, a first round win
versus RGS Worcester augured well but
Cheltenham College defeated us in the
subsequent round. In the HMC Foursomes
we also exited in the second round to
Loughborough Grammar after a good win
versus Rugby School.

Golfers also enjoyed success outside
of School: Charlotte Campbell won the
Worcestershire Ladies’ U16 competition
and Lawrence Hill qualified successfully
and played in the Boys’ European Open in
Spain.
In superb conditions at Blackwell Golf
Club, six boys competed in the School
Golf Championship. After nine holes
Lawrence Hill was three over and held a
one shot lead over Evan Lewis and Tommy
Robinson, with Richard Vaughan one
shot further back. Lawrence added two
birdies to lead by five with three holes to
play. However, he then dropped six shots
to finish on +8. Evan Lewis stayed strong
and despite having to follow the local rules
and play his ball off a path at the 18th he
too finished at +8. At the first play-off hole,
Lawrence found the bunker and finished
with bogie but Evan lifted the trophy with
a fine par.
N Riley
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Prep Hockey

Boys’ U11A

Boys’ U13A

The U11A team had a tough start to the
season losing their first three games.
The real test for the boys was at the
annual Formarke Hall tournament, which
resulted in the runners up title. During the
annual IAPS qualifier at Clifton College,
the boys played well to finish third in the
group stages and qualified for the Plate
competition where they eventually went
out at the semi-final stage.

The boys’ U13A season started with
a bang, with the team playing some
fantastic hockey to win the Foremarke Hall
Invitational Tournament. The Preparatory
School has achieved a remarkable record
in the competition, making it five wins
in six years. Two further tournaments
followed and despite not achieving the
success they had at Foremarke Hall, the
U13As still played excellent hockey.
Off the back of the tournaments, the side
produced two of the best performances of
the season; a 5-1 demolition of a strong
Dragon side and a hard fought 4-2 victory
over KES Birmingham. Unfortunately, the
boys were unable to take this momentum
into the IAPS regional qualifiers, where
they never got going - despite only
conceding two goals.
The team suffered two heavy defeats
against Foremarke Hall and Trent College
later in the season. However, despite this
the boys should be proud of what they
have achieved; a record of twenty-nine
played, fourteen won, four draws and
eleven lost. In particular, the strength in
depth of this squad should hold them in
good stead as they transition into 11-a-side
hockey.
Throughout the season twenty-one boys
represented the A team and the progress
made by players such as Simisola Jolaoso,
Michael Malam and Joshua Lawson has
been a major positive. Thomas Holroyd,
Rhys Evans and James Bateman have
all represented the U14s and if not for
other commitments (primarily rugby 7s),
Oliver Walker and Matthew Bull, the two
outstanding players of the season, would
have also played a year up. The squad
have been a pleasure to work with and I
wish them all the best in the future.
J Harris

After the IAPS tournament, a large
proportion of training was spent on goal
scoring, shown in the last three wins
which provided the Bromsgrove side with
fourteen goals. The boys have developed
well throughout the season, both as a
cohesive team and individually. The final
statistics are: twenty played, nine won, five
draws and six lost.
J Harris
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Girls’ U11A
The U11A team have enjoyed a successful
hockey season, winning five matches,
drawing one and losing four. The
highlight was the IAPS Regional Hockey
Tournament where the girls rose to the
occasion and finished second in their
group after winning two, drawing one and
losing one. The girls played brilliantly to
beat Queen’s Taunton in the final seconds
of the quarter-final, but Blundell’s Prep
School proved too strong in the semi-final
and Bromsgrove lost 0-3.

Girls’ U13A
The U13A girls have had a mixed year
in terms of inter-school fixtures, but
notwithstanding this, qualified through
to the National Mini Hockey Finals at
Beeston Hockey Club. They played four
matches in the group stage where they
won one and lost three.
The girls went through to a 9th/10th playoff game against a very evenly matched
Trent College. The final score was 1-1,
going to penalty strokes which Bromsgrove
won. This placed the team 9th in the
Country.
Well done to Imogen-Vaughan-Hawkins,
Alice Liversidge, Eloisa Borriello, Hannah
Sahota, Eleanor Hughes, Francesca
Mellor, Victoria Moberley, Daisy Clements,
Ariana Jones, Gemma Calthorpe and Lucy
Hannah.
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Girls’ Prep
Hockey Teams
The U13B girls have enjoyed an excellent season winning seven out of their
ten friendly fixtures. In addition, the girls
played in three different tournaments, facing many strong A teams in the process.
However, the highlight of the term was
winning the county tournament at Nunnery
Wood where their excellent skills led the
girls to victory. The U13C team have had
a very successful hockey season this year,
winning six out of their ten games and only
losing two. They have worked extremely
hard with some outstanding play in their
matches. The U13D team have shown
great enthusiasm and determination to
improve and win games. Their skills and
confidence have come on leaps and
bounds since the start of the year, and this
was reflected in their improved results with
wins against Wycliffe, RGS Worcester and
Winterfold. Their effort cannot be faulted.
The girls’ U12A team have gone from
strength to strength, with more assertive
attacking strategies being played out.
Overall, the team have remained happy,
co-operative and energetic throughout the
term. The U12B hockey squad have all
grown as individual players and as a team.
Out of the eleven matches played, six were

won, one was lost and four were draws.
Throughout the season their attitudes towards hockey have been positive and they
have shown many qualities of good sportswomen. The U12C team had a season of
highs and lows, having started with some
convincing wins. However, as the opposing teams became tougher, they found it
hard to attack as strongly as in previous
games. Nevertheless, the girls played in a
determined fashion and showed they had
made fantastic progress with their skills
and tactics. The U12Ds were a pleasure
to work, improving their skills as time
went on. Unfortunately, they were unable
to defeat the opposition in any of the five
matches played this season. However, this
did not dampen their spirits or enthusiasm
for hockey.

The U11B team played an impressive
eleven games, winning five and drawing
three. The girls have been enthusiastic,
and worked well as a team. Their final
match against the U11A team at St.
Martin’s School demonstrated just how far
they have come over the term. Play was
exceptional, with accurate passing, excellent defending and strong attacking skills.
This term has been a busy one for the
U11C and D sides, playing eight matches,
winning two, drawing two and losing four.
The girls have been enthusiastic and have
shown great team spirit. As the term progressed, they began to develop their skills
and technique as well as recognising the
importance of creating space and communicating effectively with each other.
The U10A team have had their first term
of playing competitive hockey, and from
the start of the season they have shown
determination to improve and grow with
their knowledge. The U10B team won the
majority of their games convincingly. The
girls displayed commitment throughout the
season in both training and matches which
translated into a very successful outcomes
and some very satisfying wins. This was
facilitated by the great parental support the
girls received. The U10C and D girls have
developed an excellent foundation of core
skills from which to build in their future
hockey games next year.
J Weller
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Senior Hockey

Girls’ 1st XI

Boys’ 1st XI

A very young 1st XI went into the season
full of optimism following an excellent
pre-season at Cardiff & Met University.
The girls took on a strong Marlborough
side in their first match of the season; a
fine performance resulted in a 2-1 victory.
A disappointing loss to Malvern followed
but the girls demonstrated this was just a
blip with a win over an Argentinian touring
side 4-1. Victories over Bloxham (6-1) and
King’s Worcester (3-0) sandwiched a 3-3
draw against Denstone; a great result considering Bromsgrove were 3-1 down with 4
minutes to play.

This year’s 1st XI contained a mixture of
experienced Upper Sixth and new Fifth
Formers; the challenge for Mr Langlands
was to find a way to maximise this blend
of players. The boys started solidly with a
draw against Marlborough but then took
a step backwards with a 2-1 defeat away
to Bristol Grammar School. However,
Bromsgrove responded well, beating
Cheltenham College 3-1 in the first round
of the National Cup. A 2-0 loss to Millfield
saw plenty of positives; positives the boys
took into their second round match against
Princethorpe. A very good performance
and result (6-1 win) was backed up by a
2-1 win over Denstone.

Girls’ U14A:
National Playoffs

Senior Girls’
Hockey Teams

This was a superb season for the U14As,
one which saw the girls come within a
crossbar of reaching the National Finals.

Unfortunately, Bromsgrove’s cup run
came to an end at the hands of Magdalen
College, with a 3-1 loss. The boys then
had matches against Bloxham and Solihull
cancelled due to weather, before recording
their best result of the season; a 3-2 win
over Dean Close (who would go on to
reach the National Cup Semi-Final). A 1-1
draw with Loughborough followed, with
Bromsgrove defeating Stowe 4-3 in their
last game of the season.

Six excellent victories during Saturday
fixtures was a highlight of the girls’
fine season, however it was in the Cup
competitions where they excelled. Beating
RGS Worcester in the County Final
secured them the County title; at the
Midlands’ Finals, Bromsgrove played well
to reach the semis and again faced RGS
Worcester. Victory on penalty shuffles saw
the girls reach the Final and despite losing
to Repton, it was an excellent day.

The 2nd XI produced some good
performances throughout the season,
with highlights against Bloxham, King’s
Worcester and RGS Worcester which all
resulted in victories. The 3rds and 4ths
battled hard as they always do, with
results against Bloxham and Malvern well
deserved.

Special mention must go to James
Taylor for his superb performances and
captaincy, whilst I would also like to
thank our departing Upper Sixth Dylan
Longden, Jeremy Turner, Ben Bridgman,
Barnaby Morgan and Dan Stokes for all
they have contributed to School hockey
over the years. However, there is one
man who deserves special praise; Mr
Langlands. The word ‘legend’ is over-used,
however in this case it does not do Mr
Langlands justice. An Old Bromsgrovian
and a coach who has led the School to
countless National Finals, his contribution
to Bromsgrove School hockey has been
immense. If my time running the hockey
at Bromsgrove is half as successful as his,
we will have done very well; I thank him
sincerely for all he has done. We wish him
all the best in his new challenge at KES
Birmingham; except when Bromsgrove are
the opposition!

Senior Boys’
Hockey Teams
Boys’ 2nd XI
The 2nd XI had one of their best seasons
for many years, beating Hereford
Cathedral, Millfield and Denstone. The
3rd XI produced some very good results
against Bristol Grammar School and Dean
Close while remaining competitive in all
their other matches.
The U18s and U16s both played at the
Midlands’ Finals, which unfortunately
didn’t result in any further progression.
The boys will learn the lessons from this
and come back stronger next year.
The U15As beat Marlborough, KES
Birmingham and Bloxham while the
U15Bs beat Millfield 6-2 in their best
result of the season. The U14As had a
very encouraging season, winning five
of their Saturday matches and reaching

Midlands’ Finals, performing well to
pick up a win in the group stage despite
missing some of their players. The U14Bs
lost only one match all season, beating
Denstone, Bloxham and Dean Close in the
process. The U14Cs finished the season
with a 100% record; well done boys.
My thanks to all the staff on these teams;
it would not be possible to run the teams
that we do without your help, support and
expertise.

Boys’ U16 and
U18: Nayan Cup
In November 2015, the U16 and U18
boys took part in the Nayan Cup, an indoor
hockey tournament in Lund, Sweden.
It was a great weekend with both teams
performing well; the U18s narrowly missed
out on making the Final while the U16s
finished as runners-up, losing a good final
to Orient from Denmark. The tournament
was a great experience for everyone
involved.

Having finished runners-up at the
Midlands Finals, Bromsgrove then
travelled to Sevenoaks for their National
Playoff. Despite going 1-0 up, the girls
found themselves 2-1 down with 20
minutes to play. Bromsgrove gave it
everything; hitting the bar and forcing
great saves out of the Sevenoaks’
goalkeeper. However, the girls could not
find an equaliser and were sadly knocked
out. This was a disappointing end to a
fantastic cup run that started in September
2015 and finished in February 2016.
However, the girls should take much away
from this and we look forward to following
their progression through the School. My
thanks go to Mr Terry and Miss Collins for
getting the most of our U14As this year.
B Dudley

The U16s played some fantastic Hockey
to reach the Midlands Indoor and Outdoor
Finals, but unfortunately they could not
turn either of those into a National Final
place (despite beating one of the National
Finalists 5-0 at Midland Zonals).
The U15As showed good progression,
only losing twice all season and picking up
excellent wins over Denstone and Malvern
amongst others. The U15Bs also picked
up wins over Malvern and Denstone, as
did the U14Bs.
My thanks to all the staff on these teams;
it would not be possible to run the teams
that we do without your help, support and
expertise.

Unfortunately, the half-term break seemed
to come at the wrong time for the girls;
a slow start in the first week back saw
losses against St Edwards, Oxford (in the
second round of the ISHC) and Clifton.
Bromsgrove bounced back with a good
win over RGS Worcester and finished the
season with a 3-1 win against a weakened
Repton side.
What would be regarded in professional
sport as a ‘transitional’ season ended
with far more positives than negatives.
Valuable experiences for the Fifth Form
(and for Upper Fourth Esme Gibson who
has enjoyed an excellent season in the
1st XI contributing towards her selection
for HiPAC) and Lower Sixth members of
the team which bodes well for the future.
I would like to thank our Upper Sixth;
Annie Brown for her leadership as Captain,
Christina Konig for her excellent contribution to the 1st XI over the past two seasons
and to Hannah Taylor for being one of
the best goalkeepers I have ever had the
opportunity to work with. One final thank
you goes to Mr Langlands for doubling up
every Saturday to help coach and umpire
the girls’ 1st XI.
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Prep Netball

Prep Netball Teams

U13A

The U13B team have excelled in team
work and dedication. Of the seven
matches played, the team won five, with
a particularly convincing game against
Foremarke Hall. Throughout the season,
all players have shown great versatility and
have often moved positions in the middle
of a match seamlessly.

The U13As competed in two Knockout
cups before Christmas reaching the
quarter-final of the Independent Schools’
Cup, and in the Lent Term capitalised
on this success whilst playing in the
Worcestershire County Tournament. After
winning all eight matches, the team were
crowned overall winners.

The U13Cs were undefeated with four
wins and only one draw. They were
determined to finish the season with a win,
which they did with great team spirit and
support for one another. The U13Ds’ skills
have improved immensely and they now
play as an impressive and cohesive team
unit. Overall they won three and lost two,
conceding thirty-four goals.

The girls travelled to Uppingham for the
IAPS Regional Tournament, winning six
group matches and losing just one. They
then went forward to the semi-final beating
St Olave’s School to achieve a place at
the National Finals. In the play offs, the
U13As stepped up a gear and won against
St Faith’s School and Winchester House to
win the whole tournament and go through
in first place. At the finals the team faced
their toughest opposition early in the day
and despite better performances as the
games went on, Bromsgrove eventually
finished 5th in the group.

U12A highlights include winning the
Bromsgrove invitational netball tournament
and narrowly missing out on a place
at National Finals, coming third in the
Regional IAPS competition. The girls
consistently improved their performance
throughout the season and now have the
building blocks to become a very good
team in the future.
The U12B and C teams made huge
improvements in their skill level over
the term as they listened carefully to the
advice given by coaches. Shooting was a
particular highlight for them this season.
The U12D team have been a pleasure to
work with – not only have they consistently
worked hard, they have really listened to
the coaching and made good progress
with their skill set.
The junior teams have been focused and
competitive throughout the season and
they are now becoming excellent netball
players. They have taken on board the
aspects which have been given in training
and worked tirelessly during matches to
fulfil the goals set for them.

The U11As have taken part in
tournaments and enjoyed good wins
against Kings St Albans, King Henry VIII
and Abberley Hall. In the IAPS tournament
they just missed out on getting through
to the play offs by one place. The U11B
team, despite not winning any matches,
have shown improvement in all areas.
The girls have clear areas for future
development, particularly with regard to
shooting over the coming year.
The U11Cs are a resilient and committed
team, rising to the challenges in early
match.
The results card of the U11D netball
season only tells one half of a story. The
opposition during Wednesday fixtures
have often been stronger, but the progress
that the girls have made in team work
and understanding match play has been
significant.
The U10As have enjoyed seven out of nine
wins this season, including a fantastic 20 2 win against Abberley school. At the U10
tournament they fought hard to gain fourth
place, and worked well as a squad.
The U10B teams’ training has shown that
they have developed well and in matches
they regularly space themselves out across
the court and play in the centre third is
quick and accurate. The U10C team have
found their strengths in different positions
and over the last few weeks of the season
were really starting to play more like a
team. Unfortunately, the U10Ds were short
on match play this season and the games
that have been played were sadly lost.
However, the D team are made of stern
stuff and I know that they will come back
fighting next year.
All of the girls have represented
Bromsgrove Preparatory School with great
sportsmanship and pride and they should
be very pleased with their hard work and
commitment.
J Weller
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Prep Rounders
This year the Prep rounders’ teams have
been concentrated into Years 5 and 6,
whereas Years 7 and 8 have been focusing
on tennis and athletics.

Senior Netball Teams
The 2nd team were extremely strong this
year and had a superb season winning
twelve matches in total including victories
against Cheltenham College, Clifton, Trent,
Oakham and Sedbergh to name but a few.
The shooting of Jess Jayaratnasingam
and Megan Thompson proved to be a
real weapon. The 3rd team also played
well winning four matches in total and our
strength in depth was demonstrated with
some good victories for our 4th and 5th
teams too.

Senior Netball
1st Team
Despite being faced with some challenging
matches, the 1st netballers achieved
another successful year. The results show
a determination from all members of the
team with plenty of wins and some close
losses. Coming second in the County
Tournament, the girls were able to show
their teamwork and skill in the West
Midlands Tournament in January, winning
some very tough matches and just missing
out on going through to the semi-final.
New members have been great assets
to the squad this year, with Ayana Clarke
and Chelsey Small playing exceptionally
in every single game. Congratulations are
also due to Ria Smith who has proved her
ability by playing in the 1st team whilst
being at least a year younger than the
other girls. She has impressed all with her
shooting skills.

Emma Davis and Lauren Brown continued
to show skill and ability, with an immense
amount of energy in all matches. Imogen
Sapstead has approached every game with
a positive attitude and Georgina HorselyGubbins and Hannah Taylor have been
greatly committed and versatile team
members.
The highlight of the season was
undoubtedly the match against Hereford
Cathedral School. This game was exciting
for both players and spectators, being
neck and neck all the way with neither
side willing to give in. Eventually, with grit
and determination, Bromsgrove won 33
-32.
Thank you girls for your support.
Harriet Goucher (Captain)

Our U16 Cup team won the District
Tournament but narrowly missed out on
a place at the regional tournament in
January.
The U15s competed in two separate
cup tournaments for the first time this
year and progressed in both, beating
Solihull School, Stockport Grammar
and Shrewsbury High School. They
were eventually knocked out of both
tournaments at a late stage; the School
Sports Magazine Cup by Hurstpierpoint
College and the Independent School’s Cup
by Higham Lane School. In their School
fixtures the U15A team continued to be a
force winning the majority of their matches
against some very strong opposition and
narrowly missing out on victory in the
Uppingham Invitational Tournament. The
U15B, U15C and U15D teams again
showed strength in depth as they won
most of their matches.
The U14A team enjoyed a superb season
winning all of their domestic matches as
well as the District, County and Regional
Tournaments to qualify for the National
Finals held at Rodean School in March.
Here the girls competed against the
best in the land and showed superb
team spirit and determination to win four
of their matches. Although they were
disappointed not to win more, they gave
their all and Captain, Kitty Luscombe,
and the rest of her team can be proud of
their achievements. They only lost 10-6
to Berkhampsted School, the eventual
National Champions. Praise should also
be given to the rest of our U14 teams who
worked hard all season and produced
some excellent victories along the way.
E Buckingham

Due to a very wet Summer term the U11s
have played very few matches, however
the girls have worked hard in training
sessions and learnt a lot about the strategy
of the game. The highlight of the term
for the U11A team was a tournament at
King’s Hawford where they played against
five other schools, winning two, drawing
two and losing one match. It was a very
enjoyable afternoon with the girls playing
well and finishing in joint second position.
The B, C and D teams have all worked
hard on their skills and enjoyed their
fixtures against other schools over this very
short term.
The U10As won all of their games, with
the last victory against RGS The Grange
as the best so far, winning 17.5 – 5.5 after
two innings. Although matches have been
cancelled, they have had the opportunity
to progress during squad sessions,
improving their throwing, catching
and batting ability. The A team have
enthusiastically encouraged those in lower
teams when mixed together at squads.
The U10B, C and D teams have really
enjoyed their season and approached
every match positively. The C team
enjoyed one win at Oxford which they
were delighted with and more importantly,
have not let the defeats affect their
attitude or motivation. All junior teams
have seen numerous changes and
player movement which has meant a few
girls have been able to try out the key
positions of backstop, bowler and second
post. Their catching and throwing skills
have improved significantly so they are
becoming better fielders and they have
shown determination to try and get half
and full rounders, not being scared to take
risks to do so. As a group, they are starting
to understand that there is a tactical
approach to the game as and they are
keen put it into practice what they have
been learning this year.
J Weller
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Prep Rugby Teams
Our fixture list continues to evolve year
on year and it is now the strongest that it
has ever been; we are travelling further
and further across the United Kingdom
to get competitive fixtures to test all of the
boys. In total 202 rugby matches were
played during the Michaelmas term which
included 2,001 appearances.
A key feature was that every C team
from the U13Cs to the U10Cs played a
minimum of ten fixtures during the term,
which is nearly a game every week. The
U12As found the going tough, given the
fact that they are a very small year group
and had competitive schools to play
against. They can however build upon the
skills and training this season and come
back stronger next year.

Prep Rugby
U13A
Bromsgrove’s U13A Rugby Team enjoyed
an excellent season with a record of
seventeen played, thirteen won, three
lost and one draw. Credit must be given
to all of the squad who worked hard on
improving their basic skills in training
throughout the term and who also
attended regular lunchtime handling
practice sessions.
Notable victories were against RGS High
Wycombe 34-5, Wellingborough School
42-17 and the Dragon 42-5, whilst
a thrilling encounter against Millfield
ended in a loss 27-38. There were also
impressive scores against local rivals
Solihull School 43-7, RGS Worcester 62-0
and KES Birmingham 43-21, whilst against
Warwick the sides could not be separated
at 12-12. The squad also experienced
a busy and successful tour of Northern
Ireland over half-term.

Centre Samuel Roberts was undoubtedly
the star of the season and as a result of
his phenomenal size, strength, pace and
athleticism, many fixtures became onesided early on. Other fully committed and
talented players were no. 8 JJ Williams
and prop Nhun Sasalaksonanon, both of
whom had exceptional seasons regularly
breaking through the defensive line, with
excellent attacking skills and defence. In
the backs Matthew Bull had good control
at fly-half whilst Lewis Harper offered a
real attacking threat in the backs.
Well done to the whole squad for their
hard work and commitment during a
memorable season.
C Munn

The U11A team have enjoyed a terrific
season of rugby. They gelled from the
start as a group and were quick to absorb
advice and pick up new skills in training,
without being afraid to put this into
practice come match day. They played
with purpose, always displaying a sense
of unity and team spirit that was tested
but galvanised as the fixtures got harder.
Rugby aside, this is a special group
of talented individuals who should be
proud to be firing so well as a collective.
Our most notable scalps include: Port
Regis tournament winners, with victories
over Millfield, Abberley Hall, Warwick,
The Dragon, Monmouth, QEH Bristol
and Packwood Haugh. This is also the
first U11A side to win every match this
millennium.

The U10 boys got to grips with the new
rules of play quite well. Even at U9 level
we have managed to get all boys in the
year group to play at least three times for
the School during the season.
G Jones and C Kippax
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Prep Rugby 7s
Bromsgrove U13s can be immensely
proud of their tremendous success
achieved at the four Rugby 7s
tournaments that they entered this year. In
their first at Millfield, one of the toughest
on the circuit, Bromsgrove progressed
comfortably through the group stages and
quarter final, only facing their first real
test against The Downs School, which
Bromsgrove eventually won 20-0. This
meant meeting the hosts Millfield in the
final which was always going to be a tough
ask, and in a game that could have gone
either way, Bromsgrove just lost out by one
score.
The U11s also achieved some
considerable success in Somerset,
beating all four schools to progress to the
semi-final against The Down’s Wraxall,
which was won 15-10. Just like the
U13s, the final saw Bromsgrove pitted
against Millfield which was sadly lost.
Nevertheless, it was a very good day to be
runners up in the first U11 7s tournament
of the year.
Just one week later, after solid
performances by the U11s and U13s at
Millfield, our own tournament took place.
The U13s felt that they were never really
stretched until the final against a good
Abberley Hall side. However, despite
this strong final opposition, Bromsgrove
enjoyed lifting their first trophy after a
comprehensive 30-0 victory. The U11s
also reached the final coming up against
a talented King Henry VIII Prep side, but
they were able to quickly sweep their
opponents aside with a very convincing
6-0 win.

In the group stages of the Solihull 7s, the
U13s scored nearly 200 points and only
conceded one try. As expected, fixtures
became tougher but the side played with
great gusto and qualified for the final
against Sir Thomas Richards, which was
close but Bromsgrove eventually ran out
38-12 winners to lift their second trophy in
just four days.
The fourth and final tournament was
at the World-renowned Rosslyn Park.
Drawing on the first day with Dulwich
Prep and defeating The Dragon and The
Mall, Bromsgrove U13s then beat Dulwich
College Cranbrook to qualify for day two.
The nine schools left were split into three
groups to guarantee everybody a minimum
of two games. The boys played superbly
and beat Sedbergh School 26-10 and
Shrewsbury House 24-5 to reach the
semi-final where they played St.Olave’s
School, York and won 26-10. In the
final against Caldicott Prep School, the
reigning National champions, the score
was close and at half-time Caldicott were
just 7-5 ahead. In the end, Bromsgrove
fell short and went down 12-5. Despite
this, heads should be held high and these
achievements at Rosslyn Park will go down
in the School’s history books.
C Kippax and C Munn
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Senior Rugby
Following a few tough outings in Australia,
the 1st team squad assembled in
September 2015 to commence training
for the upcoming season. With the first
block fixture being Warwick, we knew we
would have to train hard and be prepared.
Even though we only had two weeks’
preparation, it paid dividends as we beat
our rivals convincingly 54-0 in a strong
opening performance. This was to lay
down a huge marker for the rest of the
season.
The next game posed a huge challenge
with a replay of the NatWest Cup semifinal last year, when we took on a powerful
Oundle side. With a great try from second
row Lawrence Weston, who has been a
great addition and superb leader to the
squad, Bromsgrove won a hard-fought
game 18-13. Then, a match against a
strong TSS side which all came down
to settling a score, having previously
played them in Australia. With great
sportsmanship and pace, Bromsgrove
came away with a 29-0 victory. Thank you
to all of the parents who had billets over
that weekend. It is much appreciated by
the players and coaches.
Following the fine win against TSS, the
first away game of the season was against
a physical Solihull side, which we won
21-11; there was a great try in the corner
from James Taylor, who has shown his
quickness not only in his feet, but also in
his thinking this season.

Then the fixture all of us as a squad had
been waiting for - Millfield away. The
NatWest Cup Champions against the
Champions Trophy winners. On a bright
autumn day, we travelled three hours to
Somerset for what was the biggest game
of the regular season. But, as they say
‘Cometh the hour, cometh the man’, or
rather ‘cometh the men’. Bromsgrove
sparkled in the autumn sun with physical
dominance demonstrated from the eight
forwards, followed by slick handling and
fast running from the backs, including an
incredible solo effort from George James,
who has been an exciting prospect from
full back as well as showing real security
in his defence. After such an immense
display, we continued in our flying form
when we travelled away to Stowe in our
last game of the half-term. It was a very
physical encounter, but Bromsgrove
prevailed, winning 18-11. Then came the
real test, could Bromsgrove become backto-back champions of the NatWest Schools
Cup for the second year running?

Senior Rugby Teams
2015/16 was a promising season for
the U14A team. The boys gelled quickly
as a squad and there was considerable
improvement in skill levels and their
understanding of attacking and defending.
The outstanding performance of the
season came against Monmouth School,
where a combination of stifling defence
and clinical attack resulted in a 34-0
victory against well-fancied opponents.
The U14B and C teams also enjoyed
success, losing just five matches between
them.
The U15s’ only defeat came against a very
strong touring side from Ireland, Blackrock
College, which ended 0-13. They also
enjoyed a good run in the NatWest
Schools’ Cup, which sadly resulted in them
being knocked out in the quarter-final as
they were the home team in a 12-12 draw.

The U15B and C teams played some
entertaining rugby during the course of
the season winning all but three of their
matches. It was also very pleasing to see
the U15D team enjoying their rugby.
The U16As continued to improve
throughout the season and were very
unlucky to lose in the North Midlands’ U16
Cup Final with the last play of the match.
The U16B team enjoyed a reasonable
season winning 50% of their matches
played. The U16Cs had some very tough
fixtures, with the notable victory of the
season coming against a strong Stowe
School.
T Windo
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Reflections on winning the NatWest
Schools Cup
First and foremost, I would like to thank all
of the supporters, from Old Bromsgrovians
to members of the Prep School, for coming
down to Twickenham to support the
1st XV team and creating a memorable
atmosphere which helped us to retain
back-to-back NatWest Cup trophies.
Retaining the Schools Cup was most
definitely the pinnacle of Bromsgrove’s
rugby season, and I’m sure for the players
involved, the pinnacle of their rugby career
to date. Playing at Twickenham never gets
any less nerve-wracking, but the hard work
in training, the immense noise from the
supporters and our reassuring coaches
meant that we adapted the right mind set
to go out and perform. The success of
this team must go down not only to the
magnificent work of Mr Mullan and Mr
Windo, but also the unique bond that the
team carries. Rugby is a game all about
trust and what you are willing to do for the
team, and having such a great connection
with one another meant that every week
we could go out and enjoy playing with

and for each other. Whether one looks at
the unbeaten season in Saturday fixtures,
or looks at the retention of the Cup, all
of this is achieved by both of these key
qualities.
An unbeaten season which culminated
in winning at Twickenham was surreal,
but there were times within the season
where we had hit low points and had to
pick ourselves back up. One draw against
RGS High Wycombe, having led 10-0 at
half time, left a stain on the perfect run.
Even though it wasn’t a loss, it certainly felt
like one as the team and coaches’ drive
for perfection took a big step backwards.
From this moment forward, we decided
what we wanted to achieve, but more
importantly how we were going to achieve
it. This sense of direction and motivation
gave the team a target and a focus. So as
the winter was brewing, and the drizzle
fell, our dedication and the excellent drills
allowed us to push on and create a historic
season for Bromsgrove rugby.

In terms of highlights, a win of any
magnitude over Millfield always pleases
Bromsgrove hearts, but a 42-7 win over
Millfield on their 1st team pitch in front
of their home fans is always something to
cherish. In terms of the Cup, the semi-final
against Whitgift, especially the first half,
will long live as the standout performance
of the season. Performing that well at
Allianz Park with smiles on our faces
playing superb rugby will always be a fond
game to look back on in future years.
A huge thank you must go to Mr Mullan
and Mr Windo, not only for their excellent
tactics and intensive but rewarding training
sessions, but also for their preparation and
dedication, allowing us to perform with
confidence to the best of our ability.
To the leavers - Harry Ferguson, Henry
Walker, Jack Weston, Will Lockhart, Harry
Lloyd- Jones, Joe Morrice, Tom Ford, Ollie
Wilkinson, James Taylor, Blake Edwards,
Cooper Bent, Jonty Thornton and
Jonathon Howcroft - I have always said it’s
been a pleasure playing in this team, let
alone captaining it. I wish the best for all
of you in your plans after Bromsgrove and
may our achievements in rugby throughout
our time at this School be remembered
fondly by each of you.
Alex Nisbet (1st XV Rugby Captain and
Deputy Head Boy)
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Prep Swimming
The swimming calendar has been
extremely busy with invitational
competitions and National tournaments
including IAPS and ESSA. Pupils across
the School have exceeded all expectations
and the future is looking very exciting.
Bromsgrove Preparatory School have
competed against eighteen schools this
academic year including Warwick Prep,
Blue Coat, King’s Worcester and Solihull
Junior.
In House swimming, all pupils took part
in three galas, each taking on a minimum
of one event each. Darby were crowned
2015/16 champions, with Watt in second,
followed by Telford in third and Boulton in
fourth place.
The Bromsgrove Invitational Swimming
Gala is always an impressive event, and
with this being the 32nd anniversary year,
the competition was strong with teams
competing from over seven different
countries. The Bromsgrove U11 and U13
teams swam extremely well against very
tough competition gaining a place in four
out of the eight finals.
Our leading swimmers competed in the
National Final at K2 Leisure Centre in West
Sussex. The boys comprising of Oliver
Holden, Robert Riley, Ben Collett, Robbie
Bayliss, Teddy Broadhurst and Oliver
Brown swam extremely well achieving
personal best times in their events. Eleven
girls represented Bromsgrove: Grace
Dieppe, Izzy Walters, Elizabeth Aston,
Ruby Hanke, Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins,
Hannah Hunt, Bryony Lowe, Jemima
Vaughan-Hawkins, Louise Osborne, Katy
Rolph and Sophia Eaton. The U13 girls
came fourth in the Medley Relay and
seventh in the Freestyle Relay. The U11
girls achieved fifth in the Freestyle Relay.
Individually, Bryony Lowe achieved a
personal best time in the U11 50m
backstroke and came fifteenth overall;
Sophie Eaton came sixteenth in the U12
50m backstroke. Additionally, Imogen
Vaughan-Hawkins came thirteenth in the
U13 50 backstroke and Ruby Hanke was
fourteenth in the U13 50m freestyle.

Three of our swimmers made individual
finals placing them in the top eight
swimmers in the country for IAPS schools.
Louise Osborne came fifth in the U11
50m freestyle and Katie Rolph achieved a
personal best time in the final of the U12
50m freestyle, finishing sixth overall. Our
best result of the day was Elizabeth Aston
coming third in the U13 50m breaststroke
and was awarded her IAPS swimming
bronze medal.

Later in the term, eleven swimmers
competed at the English Schools’ National
Final at the Ponds Forge International
Sports Centre. The team of Bryony Lowe,
Louise Osborne, Jemima VaughanHawkins, Hannah Hunt, Harry DraperBarr, Cyrus Passman, Lochlann Mitchell,
Ben Collett, Oliver Holden and William
Brown represented Bromsgrove in both
the Medley and Freestyle relays. All swam
magnificently with the girls finishing fifth in
the country in the Freestyle relay and ninth
in the Medley relay. The boys also swam
extremely well finishing thirteenth in the
country in both the Freestyle and Medley
relay.
S Camden
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Senior Swimming
The 2015/16 season has been a
successful and indeed memorable year
for both the boys’ and the girls’ swimming
teams.
The U18 boys won five out of their six
regular fixtures, swimming against strong
opposition such as Stowe, Warwick and
King Edwards VI Camp Hill. In addition,
the boys took part in several National
competitions and invitational relays. At
the start of the season, Stowe’s invitational
relays gave the team the opportunity
to take away two gold medals in both
the medley and freestyle relays. Shortly
after this, we hosted our own invitational
relays, which too saw the 1st team secure
medals. After narrowly losing to Warwick
School in a friendly gala earlier in the
season, we returned for the Warwick
100s relay competition. Here there was
individual success for Zibo Zhang, Jack
Weston and Jeremy Turner who all came
in the top six for their respective events.
In the U16s, the boys seemed to mirror
the success of the senior age group,
despite some swimmers frequently
swimming up an age group, including
James Cuthbert and Tristan Bland. In
particular, the boys were successful in
reaching the ESSA National Finals at the
Olympic Pool in London.

Senior Squash
The highlight of the season was seeing
both the boys’ and girls’ 1st teams making
their way down to the London Olympics
Aquatics centre for the Bath and Otter
relays in March 2016. Each year over 100
schools attend the competition, including
swimmers of National and international
standard. This being said, the boys’
team of Jack Weston, Zibo Zhang, James
Cuthbert, Sam Osborne and Tristan
Bland came a very respectable 8th in the
4x100m freestyle relay.
The girls’ 1st team have enjoyed a most
impressive season of swimming, winning
all six of their galas. The most successful
matches have been against Stowe with
excellent swims from Rachel Weller in the
individual medley and Talia Mitchell in the
50m breaststroke. The 39-29 win against
King Edwards VI Camp Hill contributed
towards the 1st team’s unbeaten season
in friendly galas. The girls also performed
well in the Abington sprints with Katie
Neales and Surinda Songthumjitti
competing in the freestyle individual.
Niamh Donavan had a strong swim in the
backstroke individual, achieving a new
personal best time.

The Abington sprints were also successful
for the other girls’ teams, coming second
in five out of the six age groups and the
inter-girls of Talia Mitchell, Abigail Saker,
Rachel Weller and India Hanke winning
the intermediate girls’ age group. The
U14A team also won their freestyle relay
with exceptional swims from Catrin Carter
and Paulina Geus. Kitty Luscombe was
strong and consistent in her breaststroke
individuals race and in the medley relays.
Daisy Scott and Orla Walker thrived
against Cheltenham Ladies College in the
U16A relay. Isabella Breithaupt swam in
a number of races and won her individual
breaststroke against King Edward VI
Camp Hill. Congratulations to all the girls
competing in the Warwick 100s including
Jordan Prust and Esme Weston. Our U16A
team swims were the highlight of this
tournament.
All of the teams have competed with an
excellent mentally and a willingness to give
their best at each fixture. Special thanks
goes to Mrs Buckingham and Mr Camden
as our coaches this year.
Jack Weston and Esme Weston
(Swimming Captains)

An excellent season of Squash has been
played this year with an ever expanding
and hardworking team. The early addition
of new members energised an already
capable side, whilst motivating veteran
players. This galvanised a formidable
squad to some hard-fought and well
deserved wins. The side have consistently
played with perseverance and enthusiasm,
growing in confidence and ability all the
time.

Senior Table Tennis
As a new sport introduced to Bromsgrove
School this year, table tennis has thrived. A
mixture of genders and year groups have
been involved, and from a pool of talented
players, teams have evolved and placed
Bromsgrove very much on the map as a
table tennis hot bed.
Our first taste of competitive action took
place on a Tuesday evening in early
November. Eight boys took part in the
Worcestershire Finals, finishing runners up
in the U16 age group and winners in the
U19 category.
In December, four teams took part in
the Sandwell Schools’ Cup. Our U16
and U19 girls both won their respective
competitions and then a week later the
U16 and U19 boys triumphed in their own
competition.

Having won the Worcestershire Cup
Competition, the U19 boys travelled to
Wood Green School in January to compete
in the Zonal Finals. They finished runners
up, narrowly finishing second to a team
made up of National league players. This
was good enough however for them to
qualify for the National Finals.
Following weeks of training, the U19
boys travelled to Bournemouth for the
Nationals. On the day, the boys acquitted
themselves well but experienced a
different level of table tennis. Playing
against the reigning National champions,
who represented England in the table
tennis World Championships in Israel, was
a stage too far.
We look forward to what the new academic
year brings to table tennis at Bromsgrove
School, and hope to capitalise on the
success of the 2015/16 season.
G Evans

Christophe Linne has captained the side
valiantly throughout the year. Leading by
example, he played a particularly gruelling
and nail-biting final against Shrewsbury
at home, in which it all came down to
the final point. Despite an unfortunate
loss overall, Christophe demonstrated
both skill and sportsmanship through the
match. Keshav Laroiya has also played a
formidable season, gaining some decisive
personal wins, particularly in the away
match versus Stowe. Joseph Symonds and
Charlie Marshall have been entertaining
and skilful members of the team to watch
throughout the season, both respectively
winning matches and carrying the team to
separate and important victories. Finally,
Alex Waplington has been a consistent and
reliable member of the squad, regularly
proving himself in close and difficult
games.
Yet, these experienced members were
regularly kept on their toes by new
additions to the team. Jacob Matthews
for example came out swinging, winning
his first ever game for the squad against
Malvern in which the team went on to
win a decisive victory. Both Ben and
Toby Davis have also played well since
joining, encouraging each other on and
off the courts, whilst adding some friendly
rivalry to their games. Jacob Hucker and
Matthew Horner have played formidably
this season since joining the everexpanding squash team.
T Hinde
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Senior Girls’ Tennis
The girls’ tennis 1st team have progressed
greatly throughout the season, with six
Fifth Form girls gaining selection. The
team of Claudia Moberley, Laura Merritt,
Megan Walker, Charlotte Campbell,
Isabelle Dunlop and Lisa Shaw started off
the season playing a strong Cheltenham
College side and were convincingly beaten.
However, with continued improvement
they went on to play Trent College and
Wycliffe College securing a 5-4 victory
in both matches. Progress continued
throughout the season with some very
close results in all matches.
The 2nd team have enjoyed a strong
season building on the narrow loss against
Cheltenham College. As their consistency

and game play tactics improved, the
team started to secure some good wins
including 6-3 victories against Trent
College and Wycliffe College and a 7-2 win
against Bloxham. This was an excellent
result, showing how difficult the 2nd team
were to beat. The overall statistics reads
three wins, one draw and two losses.

Superb spirit came from the U14As,
emerging victorious from their final three
games against Wycliffe, Rendcomb and
Bloxham. The U14B team have really
improved over the course of the season
and despite only winning one match, they
competed extremely well and only lost two
of their matches by a single set.

The U15As, captained by Lydia Wright,
won four out of their six School matches
against opposition Clifton College, Wycliffe
College, Rendcomb and Bloxham. The
U15B team showed excellent progress
and improvement throughout the term and
won two out of their four matches; a 5-4
victory against Clifton College being the
most pleasing.

A team of four U15 players competed
in the AEGON Cup competition. This is
a singles and doubles competition and
the team of Lydia Wright, Mollie Trow,
Ella Gardner and Elyssa Jones played an
excellent standard of tennis throughout.
Sadly, they missed out on progressing
through to the knock out stage. All should
be proud of their achievements.
Emily Coleman (Captain)

Senior Boys’ Tennis
Prep Girls’ Tennis
The tennis season has given a large
number of girls the experience of
competitive matches against other schools.
The U13 teams have had some very
close matches with the U13As winning
all but one fixture, a narrow 4-5 loss to
The Elms in the first match of the season.
Wins came against Dean Close, Abberley
Hall and home and away victories against
Trent College. The U13s had two very
strong pairs enter the LTA Team Tennis
competition which comprises of singles
and doubles. Two convincing wins against
Malvern St James and King’s Worcester
put Bromsgrove through to the next round.
Well done to Claudia Bullock, Gemma
Calthorpe, Borislava Mekushina and
Victoria Moberley.

The U12As have also had a successful
season with wins against Dean Close, Trent
College and Wycliffe. Their final match of
the season, away against Trent College,
resulted in an 8-1 win to finish their good
run of results.

The U13B and C teams have, at times,
had eighteen pupils playing in fixtures
across the season. Both teams recorded
good wins against Dean Close and Trent
College.

It has been fantastic to see so many girls
playing tennis and well done to all the
pupils who have represented the School
this year.

The U12B team had two narrow loses
against Dean Close and Trent College.
The U12Cs won in their home and away
fixtures with Trent College, winning their
final fixture of the season 7-2. The U10
and U11 teams have also been playing
strong tennis against other schools. The
competition versus Dean Close was very
close, with the U11s getting a welldeserved draw 2-2 and the U10s winning
both home and away 4-0.

J Weller

Boys’ tennis at Bromsgrove continues to
grow and this year we were pleased to
welcome a number of talented pupils from
the younger years. The team, captained
by Ivan Popov, opened the season with a
close-fought fixture against our near rivals
KES Birmingham. The 1sts narrowly lost
and the 2nds tied the fixture after some
dogged performances from the 2nd and
3rd pair.
Trent College followed and although losing
a few players to exams, the boys fought
hard, eventually losing a four-pair shoot
out. The middle fixtures were rained off
but I was pleased that we could honour
our last fixture with Cheltenham College.
Here the boys played well, particularly
Michael and Peter Petrakas, who as 3rd
pair held the Cheltenham 1st pair to a tie
break.
In terms of results this has not been a
great year but all teams can now build on
what they have learnt this year. Thanks
must go to Richard Lawton and his team
but above all else the boys are what make
it. Even during study leave, there has been
a court full of happy players, all willing to
represent the School.
H Bell
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1.2 House Relays
This annual House fixture pits all of the
Senior School Boarding and Day Houses
against each other. Walters House (boys)
and Oakley House (girls) were crowned
winners of the 2016 1.2 House Relay
Competition.

Prep Sports Day
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School Caps 2015/16
Athletics
Caps: Blake Edwards, David Elphinston,
Joseph Morrice

Drama
Caps: Elliot James, Archie Parker,
Nyree Williams, Olivia Wormald

Rounders
Prep School Colours: Abigail Barker,
Tallulah Bond, Jemima Vaughan Hawkins

Senior School Colours: Cooper Bent,
Kirsty Beswick, Harry Ferguson,
Fraser Foster, Harry Lloyd Jones,
Olivia Robbins, Pok Tang, Jonty Thornton

Senior School Colours: Henry Brewster,
Fraser Foster, Sam Makar,
Helena Solomou, Olivia Sutherland

Rugby
Caps: Cooper Bent, Blake Edwards,
Harry Ferguson, Tom Ford,
Harry Lloyd Jones, Joseph Morrice,
Alexander Nisbet, James Taylor,
Henry Walker

Prep School Colours: William Brown,
Daisy-Mai Clements, Lucy Day,
Grace Dieppe, Ariana Jones,
Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart,
Billy McDonough, Sebastian Purvis,
Sam Roberts, Max Rusling,
Hannah Sahota, Nhun Sasalakasananon,
Louis Upton, Teddy Venables
Badminton
Caps: Jacky Cheung, Alice Elt

Football
Cap: David Elphinston
Senior School Colours: Ferdinand Agu,
Elliott James, Alex Omelchenko,
Niall Simmons
Golf
Senior School Colours:
Charlotte Campbell, Nick Sfrantzis

Senior School Colours: Lois Beswick,
Tiffany Ha, Zoe Lau

Hockey
Caps: Ben Bridgman, Barnaby Morgan,
Dylan Longden, Hannah Taylor,
James Taylor, Jeremy Turner

Basketball
Caps: Jordan Lee, Daniel Lam

Senior School Colours: Annabell Brown,
Christina Konig, Dan Stokes

Senior School Colours: Chris Li

Prep School Colours: Matt Bull,
Billy McDonough, Ariana Jones,
Henry Jones, Alice Liversidge,
Frankie Mellor, Katie Murray,
Louise Osborne, Cameron Owen,
Louis Upton, Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins,
Oliver Walker

Cricket
Caps: Jack Bewick, Henry Moberley,
Barney Morgan, James Taylor
Senior School Colours: Karan Gour,
Jeremy Turner, Henry Walker
Prep School Colours: Elliot Evans,
Rhys Evans, Lewis Harper, Mitchell Hare,
Harrison Meadows
Cross-Country
Cap: Kirsty Beswick
Senior School Colours: Tobias Nellessen,
Pok Hong Tang
Prep School Colours: Abigail Barker,
Daisy-Mai Clements, Grace Dieppe,
Mitchell Hare, Ariana Jones,
Ella Kershaw-Crombie, George Lamb,
Shona Mills, Louise Osborne,
Sebastian Purvis, Hannah Sahota,
Lena Siller, Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins
Debating
Senior School Colours: Anastasia Broder,
Kate Edgington

Music
Cap: Anna Rogers
Senior School Colours: Henry Brewster,
Brittany Collie, Alexandra Evans,
Jacob Harvey, Tom Lynch, Sam Makar,
Adrian Siu, Emily Smith, Dan Stokes,
Marija Vasurkina, Elizabeth Walters,
Nyree Williams, Olivia Wormald
Netball
Cap: Imogen Sapstead
Senior School Colours: Abbie Davis,
Emma Davis, Harriet Goucher,
Georgina Horsley-Gubbins,
Paige Maddox, Hannah Taylor
Prep School Colours: Evie Derbyshire,
Angelina Sanghera,
Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins

Senior School Colours: Will Lockhart,
Jonty Thornton, Jack Weston
Prep School Colours: William Brown,
Matthew Bull, Rafferty Gallagher,
Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart, Louis
Heptinstall, Billy McDonough,
Harrison Meadows, Sam Roberts,
Nhun Sasalaksananon, Louis Upton,
Jeffrey Williams
Squash
Cap: Christophe Linne
Swimming
Caps: Jeremy Turner, Jack Weston,
Zibo Zhang
Senior School Colours: Matthew Horner
Prep School Colours: Elizabeth Aston,
William Brown, Grace Dieppe,
Harry Draper-Barr, Ruby Hanke,
Hannah Hunt, Bryony Lowe,
Lochlann Mitchell, Louise Osborne,
Cyrus Passman, Katie Rolph,
Libby Rolph, Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins,
Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins, Izzy Walters,
George Wiggins
Table Tennis
Senior School Colours: Abbah Abbah,
Cheque Lertruchtkul, Aleksii Nosov,
Chin Pornprinya
Tennis
Caps: Christophe Linne, Ivan Popov
Senior School Colours: Will Edwards,
Elliot James, Tom Trow
Prep School Colours: Claudia Bullock,
Gemma Calthorpe, Borislava Mekushina,
Victoria Moberley
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When Nicola arrived back in the UK,
she started her journey in the junior
department covering a maternity leave.
Soon after she was appointed into her
current post as Head of Year 4. She has
lead various teams of staff with positive
energy and a smile on her face. During
her time in Year 4, Nicola saw the
implementation of the creative curriculum
and she has continued to develop this
alongside her team. With letters from
Robin Hood being shot into a tree, dragons
visiting the science lab and Henry VIII
visiting for lunch, Year 4 is an exciting
place to learn and grow. Nicola has had a
huge part to play in this.

Prep Staff
Leavers
Jon Wingfield
(1996-2016)
Jon Wingfield leaves us after twenty years
of immense service to the School. His
dedication to the pupils of Bromsgrove,
across a wide variety of roles, has been
simply outstanding. Whether teaching in
the classroom, running a department,
leading a House or holding a Senior
Management role, Jon has always
displayed complete professionalism,
warmth, wisdom and tenacity; he leaves
for new pastures but his work over the
years has ensured that he has left a
significant legacy in Bromsgrove.
Jon joined us in 1996 as an Economics
teacher and a tutor in School House,
which at the time was the only Day/
Boarding House in the Senior School. It
was an introduction to these two different
elements of the pupil body that was to
shape his career at Bromsgrove, as he
went on to run four Houses, Day and
Boarding, during his time here. Jon began
his pastoral management in Lupton
House, which he ran from 2000, showing
himself to be a very dedicated and caring
leader of his charges, before returning to
School House in 2003.
When the School decided to expand the
fledgling boarding community that had
begun in the Perry Hall Hotel, purchasing
the buildings and grounds, Jon was the
obvious candidate to oversee this new
venture into unchartered territory. He was
appointed Houseparent of Housman Hall,
the School’s first co-educational House, its
sole Sixth form House and its only House
away from the Senior School campus. Jon
and his wife Nicola ran the House together
as a team, and with children Jake and
Maya, there was a real family community.
Housman Hall became a huge success,
thanks to their tireless, enthusiastic and
astute leadership. Jon always put the
welfare and the best interests of the

boarders ahead of anything else, and the
mutual respect between Housemaster and
pupils was unmistakeable. Jon had also,
by now, found time to run the Economics
department for a number of years, as well
as taking on the mantle of Senior Boarding
Houseparent, guiding and mentoring
colleagues and linking good practice
across the Boarding Houses.
Jon was then seconded to lead
Bromsgrove International School Thailand
for a year – a job he did with distinction,
throwing himself (and his family) fully
into life at Bangkok campus. He returned
ready for new challenges here, but was
always determined to go back to Thailand
at some point, having loved the culture
and atmosphere there. His return to
Bromsgrove UK saw him take on a fourth
House, running Lyttelton for a year, before
he moved to the Preparatory School to
take on another new position as Deputy
Headmaster.
Whilst at Prep, although continuing to
teach A level Economics in the Senior
School, he demonstrated yet another
string to his bow, teaching Maths to
younger pupils; Year 5 was a completely
new challenge for him but it soon became
a highlight of his working week. Prep
School Headmistress Jacqui Deval-Reed,
alongside whom Jon worked for two years,
summed up his influence there: ‘Jon
has massive presence, charisma and
the respect of both the staff and children
who come across him as well as earning
the total trust from all parents, who were
devastated to learn that he was leaving.
He has been a great colleague, a masterful
Deputy Headmaster and he leaves the
Prep School with the same outstanding
reputation that he had in the Economics
classroom or in Housman Hall more than
a decade ago. He is wonderfully calm

Nicola genuinely cares about the children
at the Prep School, but has an affinity with
Year 4 in particular. Bushcraft is a highlight
of the year for Year 4, which is always a
hive of activity and grubbiness. She has
also supported the Year 6 residential trip
and was a real asset to the team.

and confident in his management of all
pastoral matters and a great manager
of Page House too. Whilst Jon’s role in
the Prep was very different to what he
was doing previously, his care and his
professionalism remained just as high.’
Yet despite his many positions of
responsibility and the workload that they
carried, Jon’s teaching of Economics
was never compromised in any way, and
he was a leading light in the classroom.
Economics saw outstanding results,
enthused pupils and, every week, packedout rooms on Saturday mornings for
catch-up or revision sessions; Jon was the
go-to man for Economics students over
two decades. As Peter Ruben says: ‘When
I arrived at Bromsgrove, I arrived to the
legend that was Jon. He was held in awe
by the pupils who came across him. As
an OCR examiner I was already aware of
how superbly well-prepared Bromsgrove
Economists were for their papers. In truth,
only by reading what his students write
can one fully appreciate the sheer quality
and depth of instruction that he provides
in the classroom. I have said many times
in many forums that I think Jon is probably
the best A level Economics teacher of his
generation bar none.’

As a pastoral manager, head of
department or classroom teacher, he has
always been calm, confident and totally
professional in every aspect of his role; he
has a warm natural authority derived from
his interest in those in his care. These
talents will see him thrive in his new role
overseas. His qualities, and the experience
that he has gained across three different
elements of Bromsgrove School, has led
to his appointment as Headmaster of
Brighton College, Thailand. We wish Jon,
Nicola, Jake and Maya every success,
happiness and fulfilment in this new
chapter of their lives.
D Wilkins

Nicola Wingfield
(2001-2016)
Nicola joined Bromsgrove School in
2001 as a Year 1 teacher. She was soon
promoted to Head of Year 1 in 2002 until
2004. It was there that she began to
nurture the countless children who have
passed through her caring hands.
In 2005 she made a brave turn in her
career and became joint Houseparent of
Housman Hall. She helped Jon with the
off-campus co-ed Sixth Form Boarding
House with great success. A huge leap of
faith from the tiny tots in Year 1 to six foot,
grown men. Nicola always speaks fondly
of her time in Housman and she would
probably be the first to say that whatever
their age, sometimes all they need is a
smile of reassurance.
In 2010 Nicola and Jon embarked on their
first adventure to Thailand where Jon was
appointed Acting Headmaster of BIST. As
well as playing the part, very well, of the
Headmaster’s wife, she also taught EAL.
It was then that the Wingfield family fell in
love with Thailand.

You often hear Nicola before you see her,
her laughter being known to echo around
the corridors of Maple and Cobham and
the field and the astro. This will be very
much missed by many staff.
Her latest adventure sees her and her
family heading back to their beloved
Bangkok where she is taking up the role
of Year 2 teacher at Brighton College. It is
an exciting time in their lives and certainly
Brighton’s gain and our loss.
Nicola has been a supportive colleague
and friend to many and her presence at
Prep School will be sorely missed. We wish
all of the Wingfields, but especially Nicola
much luck and happiness.
S Cadwallader and S Cartwright
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Geraldine Butler
(2007-2015)

Sally Hyland
(2012-2016)

Geraldine Butler joined the Junior
department at Bromsgrove Preparatory
School in 2007, originally on a maternity
leave contract. Her calm and gentle
approach made her immediately popular
with children, parents and colleagues alike
and she rapidly proved herself to be an
exceptionally passionate and inspirational
teacher.

Sally joined Bromsgrove Preparatory
School initially as a maternity cover
teacher in January 2012, before accepting
the role of Head of Prep Music six months
later. Having previously taught music to A
level she was well aware of the demands
of teaching older pupils, and was equally
passionate about inspiring the young. She
very quickly established herself amongst
the pupils and staff as a warm and
friendly, positive and dedicated teacher
who pupils and staff were keen to work
with and impress, echoing her vitality and
zest for life. It cannot be understated what
positive change has occurred under her
leadership from the first day she arrived.

has an inbuilt desire to support musicians
of all ages and stages, from the beginner
to the advanced, offering support and
encouragement to each and every pupil.
Her classroom teaching is outstanding:
pupils are engaged throughout each
class as the sounds of enjoyment and
active participation can be heard, at
fortissimo, down the corridor and up the
stairs! She has energetic and unflagging
enthusiasm for the subject which could
also be seen in her direction of several
musical productions and in the sheer joy
of the performers on stage. More than ever
before is there a ‘feel good’ factor about
music in the Prep School.

The increase in participation in extracurricular music has been outstanding:
one of her most intrinsic qualities has
been one of inclusivity. This can be seen
most clearly in the love of singing she has
promoted to all pupils. Hymn practices
were always fun and engaging, and she
leaves a legacy where some 240 pupils
sing in a choir by choice. She led the Prep
School orchestra with great verve and
performances of film scores, orchestral
music and lighter classics stick in the
memory – most recently of music from Star
Wars whilst players were dressed in Storm
Trouper masks! Ukulele groups and Steel
Pans gave opportunities for all too. Sally’s
love of School life also saw her support her
House in competitions, famously stirring
the crowd on Sports Days, taking great
pride in their achievements on the games
fields as she does in musical events. She

Sally has taken her leadership role
seriously, supporting her colleagues in
the department in their various roles,
often popping in to a practice room
to show interest, assisting in the first
appraisals of visiting music teachers, a
mentoring role from which she gained
much pleasure, and she has gone on to
establish a Staff Choir. She showed great
leadership too in managing the string staff
in the creation and development of the
highly successful Year 3 String Scheme.
Her pianistic ability is first-rate and we
have all enjoyed hearing her accompany
and perform solo and duet repertoire in
public. We shall miss our duet partner,
and will remember the very happy times
playing Mozart duets for fun – or is that
professional development? – in a rare idle
moment. Her work never ceased when

Promoted to Head of Year 3 within a few
years of her position becoming permanent,
Geraldine fought hard for the interests
of the youngest children in the School,
developing innovative and original ways
to further their learning. She was a key
player in the introduction of the Creative
Curriculum to the junior department,
embracing its values wholeheartedly and
creating and developing three extremely
exciting topics. Teaching and learning
became even more enjoyable under her
leadership.
We wish Geraldine and her family lots
of luck for the future. She will not be
forgotten!
R Laurenson

Mark Burchett
(2012-2016)
pupils reached the end of Year 8: many of
the pupils once in her care continue to be
inspired by music, some now approaching
A level or IB Diploma music courses, and
she took great interest in touching base
with them to watch them progress on
their journey, supporting senior concerts,
attending concert trips and sharing her
passion for music in conversation around
the department.
We shall always be grateful to Sally for
all that she has done to bring music at
Bromsgrove to the fore. She has taken
time to get to know her colleagues in
and out of work and has made close
friendships with us all; we shall miss
her far-reaching smile, warm-hearted
personality and infectious energy. Sally
leaves us to take up a music teaching
position at Brighton College in Bangkok:
their gain is our significant loss, and we
wish her every ounce of success in the
next stage of her career.

Mark joined Bromsgrove Preparatory
School in September 2012 just after the
euphoria of the London Summer Olympics.
He had the unenviable task of replacing a
Bromsgrove legend in Chris Harris. When
Paul Mullan and I were sifting through
the one hundred applicants, it was clear
that Mark ticked many of the boxes pre
interview - he was ideally qualified for
the post in that he was a Loughborough
University student with cricket and
hockey his specialist areas, loved the
outdoors, was previously a boarding pupil
himself, had lived around the world, and
was therefore clearly going to benefit
Bromsgrove.
For the majority of his time here, Mark
was a resident Houseparent in the
newly formed Page House following the
renovation of the old Mary Windsor House.
He contributed enormously towards the
running of the House and instigated the
first Page camping night within the Prep
School grounds.

David English Bunbury Cup Final for the
first time in the history of the School,
which was testimony to the hard work and
coaching Mark and Chris Munn had put in
with the boys over a two-year period.
In other areas of School life, Mark was
anti-bullying co-ordinator and e-safety
officer as well as acting Head of Year 8
during his last two terms. He gave many
excellent assemblies which covered wide
ranging topics. He was a regular member
on the ski trip to Switzerland and the
rugby tours to Wales and Northern Ireland.
Additionally, in his spare time he ran
marathons, triathlons, including the Welsh
Ironman, to raise money for charity.
He leaves us to take up his new position as
Head of Department at Magdalen College,
Oxford. He will be missed by pupils,
parents and staff alike, especially his calm
and endearing qualities, and I would like to
thank him for his contribution to School life
and wish him all the best for the future.

J McKelvey
In the PE Department, he has contributed
enormously in many ways. During the
winter months children benefited from
additional open lunchtime sessions. He
encouraged Years 7 and 8 to play hockey
on the Astro during lunchtimes, instead
of football, and particularly many boys
took up this opportunity. In 2014, the
U13A cricket team reached the ECB

G Jones
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Nicola Harris
(2012-2016)
I have known Nicky for many years and
long before she joined Bromsgrove School.
When she told me, in the summer of
2012, that she had a secured a post in the
Mathematics Department of a prestigious
school, I was not in the least bit surprised.
After just a year, the Head of Department
post became available and Nicky applied
for the position. Her success in gaining
this post came once again as no surprise.
She took no time at all in establishing
herself as the epitome of everything
positive, passionate and forward thinking.
In her new role, she was the driving force
behind the continued raising of standards,
ensuring the Academic Rigour that
Bromsgrove is famous for.
She re-wrote the Schemes of Work
for Years 3 to 8 to ensure they fully
incorporated all of the objectives required
for the new Mathematics Curriculum.
The new schemes gave all year groups
continuity as well as a positive, workable
framework. Being primary trained, Nicky
has a keen eye for children who struggle
or find maths challenging, and as a result
she began a programme of intervention
for Years 5 and 6, offering after school
workshops and even Saturday school –
something I somehow managed to run!
The success of these enabled us to roll
these out to Years 7 and 8 - and many KS3
children have used the drop in sessions
at lunchtime to help them with topics they
find difficult.

Outside of the Maths Department, Nicky
is also a Year 5 tutor. This sees Nicky in a
more pastoral role where she uses many
different skills to ensure the wellbeing
and safety of her form. I became Head of
Year last September and it has been my
pleasure to have Nicky in the Year 5 team.
Her approachability, her big smile and her
infectious laugh are a winning combination
on any day. Nicky is always prepared
to go the extra mile for both colleagues
and children and it is this unwavering
dedication that has made her as popular
as she is.
Outside of the classroom Nicky’s
competitive spirit shines through as she
coaches the U11B teams in Hockey,
Netball and Rounders. Not that she minds
losing, but it’s fair to say she always likes
to win. Hence, she is pretty vocal from
the side lines, shouting encouragement
and giving instructions whilst blowing my
whistle, which is why I can never find it!
It was about a year ago when Nicky started
to think about her and her family’s future.
She had longed to work abroad for some
time but having a young daughter put that
on the back burner. However, as Sofia
reached Year 3 it seemed like a good time
to scout about and see what was out there.
With her usual determination, it was not
long before the family found a part of the
world they would like to go to live and work
in. Her sense of discovery will be tested
as she takes on her new role as a Year
6 teacher whilst at the same time taking
great delight in venturing around Kuala
Lumpur.

On a personal note it was Nicky who put
my name forward for my current position
in the department and indeed it was her
who literally bribed me into applying for
the Head of Year role - something I am
very grateful for on both counts. She
is funny, inspirational, passionate and
professional. I will miss her. Maple will be
a quiet place without her presence.
S Keynes

Sophie Kennard
(2014-2016)

Polly Arnold
(2015-2016)

Sophie joined Pre-Prep from Pocklington
School in September 2014 as a Year 1
teacher. Sophie has had a busy two years
with us, especially with the ISI Inspection
in January, but she has contributed to the
Year 1 team in many ways.

Polly Arnold joined us from Kings High
Gloucester, covering Suzanne Webley’s
maternity leave. Polly has been an
excellent teacher and coach of Years 3-8
with her specialisms in Tennis and Netball.
Polly’s impact on the pupils has been
extremely positive in the short time she
has been with us and we wish her all the
best in her new post at Bowbrook House
School.

Her patience and kind nature has ensured
that all of the children in her class were
supported and listened to. Sophie’s love
of reading to the children meant they
thoroughly enjoyed story time.
During her short time with us, Sophie has
successfully led the Forest School for Key
Stage 1 and the children have enjoyed
their adventures in the forest school area,
making dens, creating clay tree faces,
cooking on campfires and completing
various outdoor art activities.
We wish Sophie well as she moves to her
new school.
C Cattell

J Weller
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Senior Staff
Leavers

Andrew Langlands
(2005-2016)
With Duncan Langlands’ appointment
in 1984, there has been a Langlands at
Bromsgrove for the last 32 years – two
generations have been members of the
School community for close on 250 terms.
Andrew was a student in both the Prep
and Senior sections, and has been in
School House as both a pupil and tutor.
As a student, he was a School Monitor,
and made an outstanding contribution as a
player to both hockey and cricket.
Since 2005, when he took on the role of
Head of Hockey, Bromsgrove has qualified
for over thirty National hockey finals
finishing runner up seven times – overall
this is simply a phenomenal record of
success.
Andrew has been the rock of the tutor
team in School House, diligent, personable
and motivating, who has been loved and
respected by all boys. In the House he has
been invariably trusted implicitly to make
the right call, or give sound advice.
As Head of Academic PE, Andrew has led
the department in producing outstanding
results at GCSE, A Level and BTEC. It is
probably BTEC where he deserves most
praise – starting out as a new subject at
Bromsgrove, results have simply been
spectacular with over 90% of entries
consistently gaining a Distinction *. Year
in, year out the School has been delighted
to celebrate the successes enjoyed
by students in this area of academic
endeavour.

Tracey James
(2006-2015)
We wish Andrew all the best in his new
role as Director of Hockey at King Edward’s
Birmingham, although of course we hope
his team will lose just once a year when
faced with particular fixtures. When he
visits us in future, he may be wearing a
KES tracksuit, but deep down we know
his heart will be pumping blood which is
coloured Pantone 201.

‘The beginning and end of every word’

P Ruben

Because she has built a Company… one
whose members have changed, grown,
taught and learned from each other…
and been such very good company. And
Tracey’s company, in both senses, has
been priceless.

For ten years, this has been our running
joke throughout every Senior Production.
Each year we wait for the first moment
Tracey reminds the Company about their
enunciation… and now this one phrase
stands for everything Tracey has built and
achieved at Bromsgrove.

From the beginning to the end of every
production she’s staged and every
course she’s taught, Tracey has been
the most wonderful teacher, colleague
and practitioner. What she’s achieved
– in terms of creativity, kindness, sheer
resilience, artistic expression, disciplined
practice and affection – even before each
production run starts, or exam is taken –
has been remarkable, humbling, and just
such tremendous fun.
Skimming through the archive of Mr
Bowen’s letters from the last decade, it is
clear how important the vision and energy
of Tracey’s productions have been to the
School. My Fair Lady, Romeo and Juliet,
Three Penny Opera, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Cats, School for Scandal and The
Winter’s Tale – incredibly diverse in style,
genre, approach, casting, technique and

mood, but all communicating the idea, at
their heart, that people matter.
This same attention not just to detail, but
to people, has gone into all of Tracey’s
academic teaching… into every cohort,
every practical assessment, every devised
performance, every student of GSCE and
A Level Drama… As much as she loves
to direct, Tracey loves to teach: she has
also, through her own studies, continued
to embrace learning. Somehow she has
also managed to fit in being an Assistant
Houseparent in Hazeldene, several LIV
Camps, some very bruising paintball
sessions with boarders, Edinburgh with
Lear, and numerous theatre trips. For all of
this we love her.
The quotations testifying to all of this are
too numerous to include here – all will
find their way to her, though. Anecdotage
surrounding Blood Potato games, the
infamous Sweeney Todd Bossa Nova,
exploits in TK Maxx and hot chocs in the
Drama Shed will live on. However, the
following from Old Bromsgrovian David
Able Thomas, epitomises the feelings of
us all:
It was a joy to work on the set of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream (2011)
receiving Mrs James’ guidance and
experiencing the group solidarity that she
so effortlessly encouraged.

Her rigorous coaching coupled with
moments of levity, meant that the multiple
independent parts (inevitable in such a
diverse cast) coalesced into a common
consciousness - striving towards the
fulfilment of her vision.
Her love for drama and desire for
perfection was palpable from the onset
and extremely infectious. By the end of the
first week, all members of the production
understood and relished the enormity of
our endeavour.
Her meticulousness inspired us to
constantly strive to be at our best whilst
her affable nature stopped us feeling
overwhelmed.
All four of my children have grown up
in Tracey James’ rehearsals, eyes wide,
snacks ready, Nintendos on silent,
soaking up the sheer joy of storytelling.
That’s the kind of memory of Tracey we
will all hold dear. She has been, for so
many colleagues over the last ten years, a
gloriously collaborative like mind, partnerin-crime, friend-in-need, staggeringly
talented practitioner and good hair
inspiration. We are privileged to have
played and worked with her.
This is a glorious end and an exciting
beginning now for Tracey. The Company
will miss her dearly.
M Ruben
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Joanne May
(2007-2016)
After working in industry and teaching at
other schools, Jo arrived at Bromsgrove in
September 2007 to teach Biology, and she
quickly established herself as the epitome
of everything upbeat and positive. She has
taught biology at all levels, with great skill,
dedication and commitment. She is a team
player and the ultimate professional.
Jo has high expectations of the students
in her care, and is prepared to commit
to extra sessions and thorough feedback,
to ensure her students make the best
possible progress.
Wonderfully organised, and always well
prepared, Jo builds students’ respect and
works hard to understand each and every
one of them as individuals. Jo puts the
students at the heart of all her work.
Jo has helped the Prep and Senior
Schools improve its scientific links whilst
teaching at the Prep School last year. She
is passionate about students learning how
to think like a scientist, build personable
skills and relate their learning outside of
Bromsgrove School.
Within lecture week, she has led
stimulating presentations on stem cells,
and has shown students that a career
based in biology isn’t isolated to being a
doctor or a physiotherapist.

This year she attended the residential
A level trip to Margam Park where she
contributed to helping students learn
an array of new skills and build their
ecological knowledge and understanding.
We got particularly excited over identifying
the top evolution textbook example of them
all, the peppered moth. She has supported
many activities, including Head of Year,
and this year she has taken on an activity
to run the Royal Society of Biology Senior
Olympiad competition.
Jo has been an integral member of
School House as a day tutor, where she
is a proactive and calming influence.
All the boys in the House know, respect
and respond well to Jo’s excellent and
compassionate care. She has built a close
rapport with each of her tutees and they
have benefitted from her firm but, fair
guidance.
Jo nurtures her tutee’s passions, from
sport and music, to drama and the
services, so that they become well
rounded individuals, able to enjoy
everything that Bromsgrove School
offers them. She works closely with the
whole tutor team and has been a great
asset to the House and each of the three
Houseparents she’s supported.

Jo is a truly remarkable woman, with
a wonderful sense of humour. She has
been on an incredible personal journey
throughout her time at Bromsgrove School
and is a strong role model, showing that
with determination and optimism, we can
overcome almost anything that life throws
at us.
Jo will be taking up her well-deserved
promotion as Head of Science at
Winterfold from September 2016. Our loss
will truly be their gain. She will be hugely
missed by all at the School.
G Wright

David Whiting
(2009-2016)

Roberta Keys
(2010-2016)

Great physicists and great teachers are
rare. David is both. He has a brilliant mind
and a rare ability to deliver physics with
precision and clarity. From joining the
school as a GTP student, he very quickly
built up a great reputation – the Lower
Fourth to Upper Sixth, the students all
wanted to be taught by him and it was
this strong reputation that David built
that got him rapidly promoted to Head of
Department in his NQT year.

Roberta Keys has impressed everyone
since the time she was first met at
interview - the Headmaster brought the
discussions of the selection panel to an
almost immediate halt saying ‘we must
employ her – she is a typical Ulster gal.’
Nobody had any idea what he meant by
this, but it sounded too profound to argue
with and just somehow it seemed to wisely
articulate what her very many very obvious
strengths were.

David’s first year as Head of Department
was rather a baptism of fire. Within a
year of his appointment most of the staff
had retired and he was faced with the
difficult task of leading a large growing
department. Over four years he has done
that job superbly and physics is better
than ever.

Joining the School as a newly qualified
teacher in 2010 Roberta has simply been
a whirlwind of activity over the six years
she has been with us. Initially teaching
Economics, Business and Geography,
she has been deeply involved in the CCF
and in the IB’s Creativity, Action and
Service programme. Various Economics
and Business extension activities, such
as Young Enterprise and the Bank of
England’s 2.0 initiative, have thrived
with her input. She has done immense
amounts of examining for A Level and IB.

David maintained the results – he has
increased the number of students taking
physics, he has managed the growth of
the staff and, as well as that, has risen
to the top position of principal examiner
for Edexcel. Perhaps most importantly,
however, he has maintained the warm and
friendly atmosphere that has always been
characteristic of the department.
I am privileged to say that I played some
part in mentoring you through your
professional life. But like all mentors, there
is a time to let go. Thank you for all the
great memories and companionship.
M Thompson

Whilst it was still very early in her teaching
career, the School was delighted when she
was persuaded to take on the role of Head
of Department. It has been no surprise
that over the last few years she has been a
confident and high profile lead of what is
one of the largest Sixth Form Departments.
During her departmental headship, huge
numbers of students have continued to
opt for the subject, be enthused by her,
achieve highly and move on to economics
related courses at university. Value added
and absolute results have both been very
high.
Wherever she turns her attention one
sees the best quality work and highest
outcomes. And she has a huge capacity
for work, even having somehow been able
to get deep into her PhD – on a subject
close to her heart – how to engage girls
more in economics and avoid gender
discrimination.
She leaves us for the Highlands of
Scotland to take up the reins as Deputy
Head at Gordonstoun. I have no doubt
that she will thrive up there, having an
organisation and staffing role which will
see her becoming deeply involved in all
aspects of school life.
P Ruben
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Tasneem Ebrahim
(2011-2016)
Tas started her teaching career at
Bromsgrove School in September 2011
after achieving her Qualified Teacher Status
from King Edward’s Consortium. She has
brought much passion, warmth and energy
to the biology department and to which she
has made so many invaluable contributions,
it’s impossible to list them all.
She has initiated many traditions within the
biology department, including celebrating
the Royal Society of Biology’s Biology Week
during each Michaelmas term, where there
are competitions, and activities, showcasing
her passion for the subject and her
aspiration to pass on this enthusiasm to her
students. The large number of students in
her classes requesting to take biology to the
next level speak for themselves.
Tas is a real advocate of trips to help
consolidate and engage students in their
learning. Last year she led a wonderful
trip to Arusha, Tanzania, which involved
students meeting and studying the diversity
of the tribes, learning survival skills, building
mud huts and visiting an orphanage.
She also started the tradition of taking the
entire Lower Fourth to the Big Bang Fair
at the NEC in Birmingham, which is the
largest celebration of science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM) for young
people in the UK. Students are given the
chance to talk to scientists and engineers
about the fascinating jobs they have, and
explore new areas of science such as how
sound can enhance flavour.

Mark Banwell
(2012-2016)
Tas has been a day tutor in Hazeldene
where she has built a wonderful rapport with
her tutees and the girls in the House. She is
personable, and caring, while maintaining
discipline perfectly. The House has been
fortunate to have had such outstanding
pastoral care.
She has also been involved in the extracurricular life of the School with activities
such as DofE and the very successful
Crest Science group, which this year, has
seen students receiving awards for their
wonderful investigations and presentations.
Tas has brought a breath of fresh air to the
School with her helpful nature and friendly
smile. We will all miss her terribly. She is
an amazing lady, selfless, full of life, full of
wonderful ideas and enough enthusiasm to
fulfil them. We wish Tas all the best in her
next teaching venture.
G Wright

Mark is appreciated for his four years of
service to Bromsgrove School. Arriving
as a Maths teacher, Mark – an exRoyal Engineers Officer - jumped at the
chance to take on the role of Contingent
Commander for the School CCF. This is
never an easy role given the potential size
of the Contingent and the many masters
to please (both School and the MOD), he
accepted the job with gusto. Mark dreamt
big, and in his relatively short time in
charge, he achieved many things for the
Cadets.

Field days are now a place of hustle and
bustle with Cadets learning all kinds
of new things, and the Contingent has
grown to its largest size ever, last year with
well over a third of the Senior School at
Monday parade nights. The dignity of the
Cadets at many Remembrance Services is
a tribute to him. Mark was once heard to
describe the CCF as “Venture Scouts with
Guns”, but by throwing his heart and soul
into it, he made it so much more than that,
and his enthusiasm and edge of the seat
style will be missed by many.

In this ever changing world with its
pressures and challenges, Mark wanted
to make sure that the Cadets had the full
experience together with interchangeable
life skills that they could all take with
them when they left the School. He gave
his time selflessly (much of which was
when the rest of us were on holiday) to
expeditions, orienteering, manoeuvres and
missions. He led Gold DofE expeditions to
both the Ardennes region of France, and
to South Africa, where the pupils not only
completed an expedition but also visited
battlefields and made life long memories
and friendships.

Mark has been a dedicated tutor in
Mary Windsor often helping the girls with
extra Maths and striving to get them to
deliver better personal statements. His
last term was spent as a junior tutor in
Walters. In the Maths classroom, he has
demonstrated a passion for the subject
and enthused many learners. His Fifth
Form results from summer last year
were possibly the most outstanding
of any maths set in the School. He is
leaving teaching to return to the world of
commerce and we wish him every success
in the future.
J Farnes and N Riley
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Senior School: Pre-Prep Survivors
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Senior School: Prep Survivors
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Senior School: Monitors
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With thanks to The School Photography Company, Tempest and Gillman and Soame for the team photographs.
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