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A Word from the Headmaster
Those fortunate enough to have resided or
studied at Bromsgrove over the years know
that the School is a chameleon, wearing
a different cloak in every season. Each
is striking in its own way, with Autumn a
favourite. It is a blush that spreads as the
Michaelmas Term draws on, painting a
breath-taking canvas. Ancient trees daub
the campus with fallen leaves. In their midst
floats the Chapel, riding resplendent in a sea
of red and gold. It is an image that lies deep
in the heart of every Old Bromsgrovian.
Not surprisingly, for it has been a sight
unchanged since the Memorial Chapel first
opened in 1931. With one exception. That
being the past 18 months, when the world
locked down, leaving many unable to return

to the campus, robbed of its splendour and
reassuring tempo. Worse still, even those
who were onsite faced only closed doors,
as we laboured under restrictions that saw
large gatherings banned and mass singing
shunned.
What a relief then, to see those Chapel
doors flung wide in welcome once more this
Term, drawing pupils of all ages back into its
embrace of sanctuary and tradition. Heartwarming it has been, to see the familiar files
of pupils streaming out of their Houses and
wending their way along the tree-lined drive,
called back together again by the toll of the
bell.

That same delight has arisen in a thousand
different ways in each of our Schools this
month, as routines have been re-established,
culture and customs revived. Assemblies,
concerts, sports fixtures, communal dining,
expeditions, debates; the list is endless and
the joy unbounded.
Caution and common sense continue as the
virus still nips at our heels, but the worst lies
behind us now. Inexorable as the seasons,
the School’s rhythm is restored and colour
has returned to our world. At long last, the
Bromsgrove buzz is back.
Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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2021 Results
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201 Shines On

Photo credit: Lucy Young (Shine Awards)

We were delighted that our Pupil
magazine Two Zero One was awarded
another national award in the Shine
Awards this year. Editors Ioana Voicu
and Arsenii Steshenko went with Mr
Huckle to the awards ceremony held at
the Guildhall in London to collect the
award for Liza Vasilyeva. This is Liza’s

Drama
Well done to Isla Chattin who was cast
in the role of 'Babs' in the production of
The Night The War Ended. Isla is part of
the British Youth Music group and was
selected for the production following
auditions at the start of 2021.
The Night The War Ended is a gripping
and energy-infused show which takes
you back to the historic decade of the
1940s. The production ran from 26th
to 29th August at The Theatre Royal,
Margate.

second win for this category and we
would agree that her original illustrations
have been wonderful representations of
the themed submissions over the past
few years.
The new team of editors, under the
leadership of Ioana Voicu and Arsenii

Steshenko, and with guidance from
Mr Huckle, are hard at work gathering
contributions for the next issue. We
eagerly await their first issue of this
academic year which is on the theme of
Time.
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Cricket
After winning their semi-final against
Rugby School, our 1st team cricketers
went on to play in the National
Final against Eton at Loughborough
University. After winning the toss,
Bromsgrove elected to bat first. After a
tough start, 3 wickets down after 6 balls,
we managed to rebuild. Highlights of
our batting were

Performing Star
Well done to Ariya Oozageer who
has successfully auditioned for
Theatrematix, a professional youth
Musical Theatre Company who are
putting on a production of High
School Musical in June. Ariya will be
part of their ensemble team for the
show.
Ariya was also thrilled to gain a
place with the Midland Theatre
Ballet Company where she will have
the opportunity to perform with
professional dancers in a full length
ballet production of Cinderella in
May.

Freddie Fallows who made 93 runs off
67 balls and Tom Cosh who made 51
runs from 80 balls.

missed too many chances when fielding,
allowing Eton to chase our score down
with one wicket, and one ball, to spare.

Good bowling from Olly Davidson got
us off to a positive start. However,
through two good batting partnerships of
Eton’s, their run total was beginning to
creep up. Excellent bowling came from
Freddie Fallows, James Bayliss and
Lucas Ingram. Unfortunately, we

It was a nail-biting finish and a tough
loss for the team to take, however, the
team were tremendous throughout
the tournament and we are proud
that they reached the final. Particular
congratulations to Freddie Fallows who
was adjudged player of the final for his
93 runs and 3 wickets.
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Tennis
Tennis at Bromsgrove has been
enjoying a late summer surge and we
are delighted that the Tennis Academy,
run here at School by Mr Lawton, has
been invited to be part of the LTA’s
Player Pathway for 2021/22 and has
been awarded LTA 10U Performance
Programme status. Well done to Mr
Lawton and his team, this really is bith
an achievement and an honour to gain
this status.
Other recent Tennis highlights include:
the Bromsgrove girls’ first team of
Josie Ward, Alice Wilson-Marsh, Lily
Boersch and Kiyyah Grant finishing
8th in the National Tennis Finals. 100
schools originally entered, so this is a
fantastic achievement for the team.
Henry Foster and Gina Obrey both
competed in the Herefordshire &
Worcestershire County Championships
Gina won both the U12 and the U14
girls’ double with her partner and
Henry won the U12 doubles and the
U14 consolation final with his partner.
Both Henry and Gina have been
invited to the U14 Herefordshire &
Worcestershire County training squad.
Connie Foster and Rose Thompson
have been re-invited to the U9
Herefordshire & Worcestershire County
training squad. William Morris has
been selected to join Hereford and
Worcester 8U County Tennis
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Netball
Issy Eaton and Jess Monthe have
both been selected for the England
U19 Competition squad. An amazing
achievement especially as Jess is only
14 years old.

Issy has also been selected for the
Netball Europe U21 team (consisting
of 12 players) which takes place later
this year.

Well done to the 1st netball team
who attained silver medals in the
annual Sheffield High School for Girls
tournament in aid of Cardiac Risk in
the Young (CRY).

International Honours
Congratulations to Isaac Bridge who
represented England Hockey U16s
over the summer in the GB & I Four
Nations Series. He even managed to
mark the achievement with a couple of
goals.

Amber Langford-Fennell has been
selected for the Snow Sports England
U16 Alpine squad where she will be
competing in both Slalom and Giant
Slalom ski races against Europe’s most
experienced athletes. This is in addition
to taking part in freestyle snowboard
competitions throughout the Alps.

Ollie Davidson played in four trial
games as part of Scotland’s warm up
for the Cricket T20 world cup.
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Kit Car News
With only one race under the belts of
the Greenpower team this season, they
were keen to squeeze another circuit
into the year before the international
finals in October. The location this time
was the well-known 1920s F1 race
circuit, which was in the centre of the
Grand National horse racing ground at
Aintree in Liverpool.
Covid has certainly damaged the
Greenpower teams this year with
Bromsgrove School feeling the strain
and not attending as many heats as
we usually do, however, this has given
the team plenty of time to work on the
car. Scrutineering was passed with
ease because of this hard work and
all students progressed through the
practice session without a hitch. With
our new tech armed and ready we went
into the first race full of confidence.
All four races were identical in that
the drivers were perfect, the car was
perfect, and it ran away with the Kitcar
lead easily.
At the end of the day, we were 10 miles
ahead of 2nd place which equated
to about 7 laps in total. We even
managed to beat the F24+ university

Stress Less
Year 8 have been treated to their
second session of Stressbox in
PSHE lessons. This course is part of
the Mental Health module and has
generously been funded by the Prep
School’s PA.
The pupils have been encouraged
to meditate, try some yoga and box
rhythmically to cool music, as well as
learn strategies to maintain healthy
emotional health. They are already
looking forward to the third and
final session which will take place in
November.

and cooperation cars as well. A big
congratulations to the team for a great
win: Ollie Rodriguez-Harris, Will and
Amelie Jackson, Ffion Wright, Jacob

Moore, Harvey Phillips, Lucy Cattell and
Jack Ryan. Good luck to the team as
they proceed to the international finals
at Goodwood.
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Screen Time
Congratulations to Year 6 pupil
Priya Giles for making it through to
the final three contestants in the
national “See Yourself on Screen”
challenge (age group 8-14). The
competition, run by the British Film
Institute, involved submitting an
idea for an original TV show (set in
2096), for the chance to create and
broadcast the programme on CITV.

Golf
Lili-Rose Hunt competed in the Alexander Quin ISGA invitational competition at
Celtic Manor. She played superb golf on all three days of the tournament, finishing
6th overall and 1st place female golfer.
This is arguably one of the finest individual sporting performances by one of our
students in recent times.

Air Raising
Each year siblings Edith and Henry
Stones raise money for the Midlands
Air Ambulance with a cake stall at their
local Walk4Life event.
The charity event returned this year
following a Covid break and the duo
raised £133 for the air ambulance
charity - a wonderful achievement.
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Page Trips
We are delighted that boarding in Prep
School is thriving so much that we have
opened an extra facility for the more
senior Prep Years. Senior Page is a
comfortable house for Year 8 boarders,
and new Houseparents Mr Jenkins and
Ms Salt are making sure everyone is
happy.
Mr and Mrs Lawton have taken over as
Houseparents in the main Page House
and are busy introducing new initiatives.
All the prep boarders have had a busy
start to the term but they have had
some fun outings to Blists Hill and the
Lickey Hills Country Park where they
all enjoyed plenty of fresh air in the
glorious autumn sunshine.

Ransom
Year 2 made an exciting discovery
whilst enjoying a story in Forest
School. They spotted a ransom note
pinned to a tree with a demand for
50 groats to free the Princess from
the tower of the Greedy Knight.
After investigating an ancient map
of the School, the children explored
the garden and uncovered an old
moneybag. Luckily they were able to
pay the ransom to free the Princess.
After learning about the first castle,
Year 2 enjoyed building their own
Motte and Bailey Castles using sand,
wooden blocks and lolly sticks.
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Harvest
Well done to Pre-Prep pupils in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who
performed wonderfully at their Harvest
Service with songs such as For the
Harvest and Mr Scarecrow and the
ever popular Cauliflowers Fluffy. The
service finished with prayers and a
blessing from the School Chaplain,
Rev. Hedworth.
Thank you to all our parents who
donated produce and to the Pre-Prep
PA for dressing the Chapel.

Hedgehog
Studies
Year 1 have been learning about
hedgehogs; using their maths skills
they made some delicous hedgehog
bread, they built a hedgehog den and
created some wonderful artwork as well
as carrying out a range of experiments
on the theme of hedgehogs.

Salad Days
Years 1 and 2 joined a Harvest
Live STEM lesson hosted by the
National Farmer’s Union. The
children learnt about how different
fruits and vegetables are grown
and then they made their very own
rainbow salads.
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New Monitors
The Headmaster was delighted to
welcome his new team of Monitors.
The traditional Signing-In ceremony
took place in front of a full Routh
Assembly, with each Monitor being
called up to sign the Monitors’ book
in silence, before each received
celebratory applause from the School.
The Headmaster also announded his
Heads of School. Congratulations to
Heads of School Hamish Cross and Zoe
Law, Deputy Heads of School Arsenii
Steshenko and Rafaela Nascimento and
Senior Boarders Kim Sum Tong and
Chantal Wong.

Archeologists
There was much excitement in Year
3 when pupils had a chance to
become archaeologists; they studied
and analysed evidence in the form of
‘coprolites’ from the Stone Age.
The pupils studied them to find
out about what early humans ate
and how the food might have been
obtained.
They decided their samples came
from people who had both hunted
and gathered their food.

Olympic Biology
Well done to the Senior pupils who took part in the very challenging Royal
Society of Biology Intermediate Biology Olympiad. This is a 60-minute multiple
choice paper which requires a comprehensive and thorough knowledge of
Animal Anatomy and Physiology, Cell Biology, Genetics, Evolution, Plant
Anatomy and Physiology, Ecology, Ethology and Biosystematics. It is a
challenging and rewarding assessment, so we give particular congratulations to
Antonia Gavriiska, Esther Lamidi, Daniil Ulasavets and George Vaughan who all
achieved Bronze certificates and to Irene Lo who achieved a Gold certificate.
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Bromsgrovian News
Sheila Perks
We were deeply saddened to hear
that Sheila Perks MBE died recently.
Joining Bromsgrove School as a
netball coach in 1991, her teaching
style was unparalleled. Many Old
Bromsgrovians benefited from her
incredible passion, and even after she
left the School in 2005, current pupils
were able to gain so much from her
coaching through Ryland, the netball
club that she founded, or through
the Worcestershire County Netball
pathway and England Netball.
Sheila leaves behind a huge legacy,
not only at Bromsgrove School but
in the wider community and beyond.
One of her favourite quotes will stay
with all those who knew her, “believe
and you will achieve”.

The Executive team echo the
sentiments of everyone in the
Bromsgrove family, past and present,

in expressing their condolences on
the passing of a great friend of the
School.

Heritage Centre Opening
The cutting of the ribbon on the
School’s new Heritage Centre was long
awaited, having been postponed twice,
but it eventually proved to be a happy
and memorable occasion.
We were honoured that Judy Skelton
came to officiate at the opening. Judy
is the granddaughter of OB Reginald
Skelton - the Chief Engineer on Scott’s
Discovery Expedition, 1901-1904.
Surrounded by Old Bromsgrovians,
parents and Governors, the doors
to what holds hundreds of years of
history, were officially opened. It was
wonderful to see those who came to
the opening admire the history inside;
whether trying to find themselves in a
whole school photo, interacting with our
history screens, admiring the Expedition
Sledge, or chatting about the School’s
history, there was something for
everyone to marvel over.
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Start Up
We’ve recently heard about OB
Tom Trow’s successful start up.
Since leaving Exeter University,
Tom (E 09-16) and his partner have
created a sustainable company
which offers tree-free and carbonnegative toilet rolls made from 100
per cent FSC certified sustainable
bamboo. They have both worked
tirelessly since they hatched the
idea last summer and we wish
them every success for the future.

Visits
Pippa Nisbet (O 09-20) certainly chose
the sunniest day for her visit to the
School. It was lovely to welcome her
back, having been part of the Class of
2020 whose year was disrupted due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. She is
currently at Loughborough studying
Politics.
2020 leavers, James Bradley and Alex
Hinkley (both W-G) visited us to catch
up with their former Houseparent,
Mr Wilkins and Senior Master, Mr
Matthews. Josh Tidmarsh (S 18-19)
returned for a visit, he met up with his
former coach, Mr Matthews. During his
time at School he was part of the 1st
XI Football team and won player of the
year. Josh is now studying at Cardiff.

HR Advice
Congratulations to Sarah HamiltonGill (80-82 L/MW) who is a finalist in
the Most Inspirational HR Business
Books of 2021.
Sarah realised when she starting
writing her book ‘Leap into HR
Consulting’ that there was a gap
in the market for such advice, and
just six months after publishing the
book independently, it achieved the
Number One spot in the Amazon
business consulting books section.
Sarah told us , “I’m so proud of
the book. Being able to share the
knowledge and experience in Human
Resources Consultancy that I have
gained over the past 27 years really
does mean a lot and I am thrilled
that last year alone I helped sixty new
start-up HR Consultancies”.
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Printing
It was lovely to welcome Tom Walters
to the School to view his father, E.
H. Walters’, work as Art teacher and
printmaker at the School, which we
hold in the School Archives.
Tom was delighted to see the Albion
Printing Press in the Art department
which he remembers his father
using this with the pupils in the
1950s.

Music
Honours
Many congratulations to Anna Rogers
(O 11-16) who has been awarded a
first class honours degree by the Royal
College of Music. She also received
her Diploma from the Royal Academy
of Music and now has a place on the
Master of Performance course at the
Royal College of Music.

Olympic Start
Dr Margaret Werrett (Academic Staff
92-20) was an international starter for
the 2020 Paralympic Games, which
took place earlier this summer in
Tokyo. She has started two Paralympic
finals in her career to date - London
2012 and now Tokyo 2020. She
also managed to see Sophie Hann
smash her record for Team GB and
also started the race which included
Johnny Peacock.
We are impressed to see that Dr
Werrett is keeping herself as busy
in retirement as she when here at
School.

If any Bromsgrovians have news that you would like to share with us, or you would like to arrange to visit the School,
please do get in touch with the Bromsgrovian office: oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk.
All photos featured on the Bromsgrovian pages, including individual’s names and years, can be found on the
Bromsgrovian Facebook site.

